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April 8, 2015
Justin Hartford
Editor
Forbes Magazine

Dear Mr. Hartford:

It’s hard to imagine a place where over 1,500 children are abandoned, starving, and surrounded by garbage. But for the children of Phnom Penh, Cambodia, this was reality, until Cambodia Children’s Fund came in and turned their world around. Now, these impoverished children with seemingly no way out are attending college and entering the work force, willing and ready to build themselves a better life.

Cambodian Children’s Fund (https://www.cambodianchildrensfund.org) is a non-profit organization that provides services to over 2,000 impoverished children in Cambodia. CCF focuses highly on education, believing that providing children with an advanced education will allow them to work and raise themselves and their family out of poverty. All CCF children receive an education, but CCF’s education program teaches more than the basics of English, mathematics, science, social studies, reading and writing. With CCF focused on preparing children for the business world, the students also take computer studies classes where they learn about web design and how to use office programs. 

Along with the advanced education CCF provides, there are also many business-based programs to teach workplace skills to the students. CCF provides vocational training, where students can learn skills in administrative and secretarial work, make-up and hairdressing, childcare, and design and tailoring. Students train for these roles in professional settings, and once they are qualified and graduate, they are placed in jobs and apprenticeships. For example, make-up and hairdressing students study in a professional salon and provide services to members of the local community. When they graduate, they are ready to enter the workforce. Many CCF students also achieve their goals of attending university. CCF provides these students with an education and a way to help themselves out of their poverty-stricken situation.   

Scott Neeson, executive director, Tracy France, head of education, and Kram Sokchannin, education manager are all available to be interviewed for the story. All three are staff at the Cambodian Children’s Fund and can provide insight into and information about the educational and business-based services provided by CCF. I have attached their biographies to this letter for review. 

We are offering several exclusive photos to Forbes Magazine to be included with the article, as well as on your website. Photos include images of CCF children in classrooms, students working at computers, students writing, group shots of students smiling and laughing, groups of students holding their certificates, and students working in vocational study areas, including hair salons, day cares,  and tailor shops. All of these images are attached. Videos from our website may also be included in the online version of the article. For example, this video shows students at graduation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N3hURQ9xJHc
I will be following up with you in a week to discuss this opportunity further. I can be contacted by phone at 576-223-7061 or by e-mail at christiane@gmail.com. I am looking forward to working with you.

Sincerely,

Christiane Newell, President
Newell Incorporated
Att: biographies and photos

