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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

“60 MINUTES” TO AIR SPECIAL ON NEW FILM “THE KITE RUNNER”
Based on the New York Times best-selling novel

NEW YORK, NEW YORK, MARCH 25, 2015 - 60 Minutes will premiere a special on “The Kite Runner” on Sunday, March 29 at 7 p.m. 60 Minutes has received exclusive access to scenes from the film and interviews with the stars and author, all to be seen in the special this Sunday. The film will be released to theaters later this spring. 

“The Kite Runner”, directed by Marc Forster, is based on a novel by Khaled Hosseini which was on the New York Times best-sellers list for 103 weeks. “The Kite Runner” is the story of Baba (Homayoun Ershadi) and his son Amir (Khalid Abdalla) who flee from Afghanistan to America during the Soviet invasion. The pair tries their best to hold onto their Afghan culture in this new land after giving everything up to flee to safety. Many years later, Amir returns to Afghanistan on a perilous journey to find redemption, and sees how Taliban control has turned his homeland into a place he now fears and no longer recognizes. Amir goes from being a foreigner in America to a foreigner in his own land.

“‘The Kite Runner’ isn’t just a story about a father and son,” says Khaled Hosseini. “It’s a story about a culture.”

Khaled Hosseini, Homayoun Ershadi and Khalid Abdalla will be on the show talking about the the importance and use of culture in “The Kite Runner.” Khaled Hosseini lived in Kabul, Afghanistan during the 70s, like Amir and Baba, and Homayoun Ershadi is a native of Iran and now resides in Theran. Along with talking about the film, they will be talking about their own experiences living in the Middle East.

“The scenes from the film shown in this special really give the viewers an exclusive look into the use of Afghan culture in the movie,” says director Marc Forster. “It’s so interesting to see the contrast of Baba and Amir’s lives in Afghanistan, where they have everything, to their lives in America, where they have almost nothing. The one thing they do have is their culture. You can see how Baba and Amir bring some of Afghanistan with them to America.”

For additional information on “The Kite Runner”, visit www.thekiterunnermovie.com

ABOUT CBS NEWS - CBS News is the news and information division of the CBS Corporation. CBS News is dedicated to providing the best in journalism under the same standards set at the dawn of radio and television. Although headquartered in New York, CBS News has bureaus across the globe providing influential and critically acclaimed programing which include original reporting, interviews, investigations, analysis and breaking news 24 hours a day, seven days a week. CBS News utilizes a multi-platform model for news distribution across television, radio, the Internet and hand-held devices.
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