Morning Press Clips: Tuesday, October 18, 2016

TV COVERAGE

GOP Firebombing
WOLO - 12:03pm
WFMY - 11:59am
CNN - 11:25am
Fox News - 4:15pm
WBTV - 4:35pm
News 14 - 4:33pm
WGHP - 4:04pm
WBTV - 4:58pm
News 14 - 5:00pm
WNCN - 5:01pm
News 14 - 5:03pm
WITN - 5:50pm
WRAL - 5:10pm
WTVD - 5:05pm
WRAL - 5:59pm
WGHP - 6:00pm
WXII - 6:04pm
WTVD - 6:05pm
WNCN - 6:06pm
WSOC - 6:01pm

Hurricane Matthew
WTKR - 12:05pm
WECT - 12:00pm
WCTI - 12:09pm 1 2 3 4 5
WITN - 12:11pm
WNCT - 12:14pm
WRAL - 12:10pm
WSOC - 12:23pm
WNCN - 12:26pm
WXII - 12:13pm
WBTV - 4:03pm
WECT - 4:00pm
WGHP - 4:10pm
WGHP - 5:04pm
WCNC - 4:32pm
WITN - 5:00pm
WCTI - 5:02pm
WECT - 5:03pm
WNCT - 5:04pm
WBTV - 5:06m
WNCN - 5:07pm
WWAY - 5:03pm
News 14 - 5:25pm
WNCT - 5:33pm
WECT - 5:33pm
WSOC - 5:31pm
WCNC - 5:17pm
WCNC - 5:15pm
WFMY - 5:03pm
WRAL - 5:07pm
WITN - 5:59pm
WCTI - 6:01pm
WXLV - 6:02pm
WCNC - 6:06pm
WGHO - 6:07pm
WRAL - 6:15pm
WSOC - 6:16pm
WFMY - 6:04pm
WNCT - 6:04pm


Gov. Race
WRAL - 12:07pm
WRAL - 4:07pm
WCNC - 5:00pm
WNCN - 5:16pm
WRAL - 5:25pm
WNCN - 5:38pm

Misc.
WTVD - 5:32pm
WSOC - 5:25pm
WSOC - 5:59pm


ONLINE & PRINT COVERAGE


Misc.



Channel 9 obtains texts and emails from city officials discussing HB2
by: Joe Bruno 
WSOC
http://www.wsoctv.com/news/local/channel-9-obtains-texts-and-emails-from-city-officials-regarding-hb2/458188090

Charlotte is the second most progressive city for gays in NC, study reveals
BY MARK PRICE
Charlotte Observer
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/local/article108891492.html

McCrory says GOP headquarters firebombing is anarchy
by: Elsa Gillis 
WSOC
http://www.wsoctv.com/news/local/gop-county-offices-across-nc-warned-after-hq-near-durham-firebombed-and-vandalized/457821723

‘All hands on deck’ as Republicans fight to keep North Carolina
By Tom Howell Jr. 
The Washington Times
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2016/oct/17/donald-trump-richard-burr-pat-mccrory-in-peril-as-/

McCrory, Cooper return to debate stage with 2 days before voting starts
Associated Press 
http://www.journalnow.com/news/state_region/mccrory-cooper-return-to-debate-stage-with-days-before-voting/article_5cc7122c-c618-599f-9c60-e6023b7be1b3.html

CNN poll: Clinton and Trump neck-and-neck in North Carolina
BY TIM FUNK
Charlotte Observer
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/politics-government/article108802522.html

Charlotte-area and SC party leaders react to firebombing of GOP office
By Michael Clark
WBTV
http://www.wbtv.com/story/33410878/area-party-leaders-react-to-firebombing-of-gop-office-in-nc

Governor discusses relief efforts during Craven County tour
By Jennifer Cannon
New Bern Sun Journal
http://www.newbernsj.com/news/20161017/governor-discusses-relief-efforts-during-craven-county-tour

McCrory spends birthday with Vanceboro students, evacuees
By Ken Buday
Sun Journal
http://www.newbernsj.com/news/20161017/mccrory-spends-birthday-with-vanceboro-students-evacuees

GOP OFFICE REOPENS AFTER FIREBOMBING IN NORTH CAROLINA
BY JONATHAN DREW
ASSOCIATED PRESS
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_GOP_OFFICE_DAMAGED?SITE=AP&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT&CTIME=2016-10-17-19-22-16

THE LATEST: NC GOV.: BURNING OF GOP OFFICE 'UNIMAGINABLE'
AP
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_GOP_OFFICE_DAMAGED_THE_LATEST?SITE=AP&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT&CTIME=2016-10-17-18-33-47

Candidates for North Carolina governor to debate in Raleigh
N&O
http://www.newsobserver.com/news/state/north-carolina/article108888342.html

Seven facts to keep in mind during gubernatorial debate
By Mark Binker
WRAL
http://www.wral.com/seven-facts-to-keep-in-mind-during-gubernatorial-debate/16125147/

GOV. MCCRORY CALLS FIREBOMBING OF ORANGE CO. GOP OFFICE 'ANARCHY'
By Joel Brown
WTVD
http://abc11.com/news/mccrory-firebombing-of-orange-co-gop-office-anarchy/1559612/

GOP headquarters firebombing puts NC back on national stage
BY ANNE BLYTHE, TAMMY GRUBB AND CRAIG JARVIS
N&O
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/mobile/m-top-stories/article108772297.html

City asks: Does Mayor Jennifer Roberts speak for the city or just for herself?
By Steve Harrison
Charlotte Observer
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/politics-government/article108829097.html#storylink=cpy

Pitt Co. commissioners address Matthew response efforts
By Zora Stephenson
WNCT
http://wnct.com/2016/10/17/pitt-co-commissioners-address-matthew-response-efforts/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter

Lenoir officials: Hundreds of homes, businesses may have flood damage
By Josh Birch
WNCT
http://wnct.com/2016/10/17/lenoir-co-officials-hundreds-of-homes-businesses-may-have-flooding-damage/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
 
Donation center opens in southern Lenoir County
By Michelle Taylor
Kinston Free Press
http://www.kinston.com/news/20161017/donation-center-opens-in-southern-lenoir-county?rssfeed=true

McCrory calls firebombing of GOP site 'anarchy,' GOP head's email compromised
By Chris Dyches
WBTV
http://www.wbtv.com/story/33409133/mccrory-calls-firebombing-of-gop-site-anarchy-gop-heads-email-compromised?clienttype=generic

Central Receiving and Distribution Point set up for Craven County
WCTI
http://www.wcti12.com/123199762

KINSTON, LENOIR COUNTY: 200 people remain in shelters; major highways still closed
By Heather King
WITN
http://www.witn.com/content/news/KINSTON-THURSDAY-More-buildings-in-danger-prayer-gathering-scheduled-396918581.html

Thousands of people didn't evacuate before Hurricane Matthew. Why not?
By Jennifer Horney
Texas A&M University/The Conversation , KSDK
http://www.wcnc.com/news/nation-now/thousands-of-people-didnt-evacuate-before-hurricane-matthew-why-not/337029588

Gov. McCrory tours flooded areas in eastern counties, updates relief efforts
BY JENNIFER SAYLOR 
WLOS
http://wlos.com/news/local/live-gov-mccrory-briefing-on-hurricane-matthew-aftermath

Pumps remove millions of gallons from flooded Princeville
By Steve Sbraccia
WNCN
http://wncn.com/2016/10/17/pumps-remove-millions-of-gallons-from-flooded-princeville/

Grifton community members band together for those who have lost everything
By Jacqueline Matter
WNCT
http://wnct.com/2016/10/17/grifton-community-members-band-together-for-those-who-have-lost-everything/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter

Vanceboro looks at long road to recovery
By Elizabeth Tew
WNCT
http://wnct.com/2016/10/17/vanceboro-looks-at-long-road-to-recovery/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
 
Wayne County Residents Continue to Recover From Flooding
By Amy Elliott
TWC News
http://www.twcnews.com/nc/triangle-sandhills/news/2016/10/17/wayne-county-residents-continue-to-recover-from-flooding.html

Evacuated Moore County families return home to devastation from flooding
By Nate Rodgers
WNCN
http://wncn.com/2016/10/17/evacuated-moore-county-families-return-home-to-devastation-from-flooding/

GOVERNOR VISITS RELIEF CENTER FOR FLOOD VICTIMS IN BURGAW
By: Taylor Yakowenko 
WWAY
http://www.wwaytv3.com/2016/10/17/governor-visits-relief-center-for-flood-victims-in-burgaw/

Volunteers resume campaign work after Hillsborough GOP office firebombed
By Kathryn Brown
WRAL
http://www.wral.com/volunteers-resume-campaign-work-after-hillsborough-gop-office-firebombed/16125657/#pdTxYreIywq7geI7.99

ECU student-athletes affected by flooding giving back to community
By Zora Stephenson
WNCT
http://wnct.com/2016/10/17/ecu-student-athletes-affected-by-flooding-giving-back-to-community/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter

I-95 reopens in NC; flooding keeps power out in some areas
By Rachel Chason
News & Observer
http://www.newsobserver.com/news/weather/article108781677.html#storylink=cpy

Governor visits, tours flooded areas in Craven, Pender counties
By Gov. McCrory's press office
WCTI
http://www.wcti12.com/news/governor-visits-tours-flooded-areas-in-craven-pender-counties/123096288

N.C. film industry adapts to production lull as HB2 lingers
By Hunter Ingram
StarNews 
http://www.starnewsonline.com/news/20161017/nc-film-industry-adapts-to-production-lull-as-hb2-lingers

McCrory to visit firebombed GOP headquarters in Hillsborough
N&O
http://www.newsobserver.com/news/local/community/chapel-hill-news/article108772297.html

Federal government approves assistance for Craven County
WCTI
http://www.wcti12.com/123037176

NC Republican leader’s email compromised hours after county office firebombed
WBTV
http://wncn.com/2016/10/17/nc-republican-leaders-email-compromised-hours-after-county-office-firebombed/

Hurricane Matthew's devastating floods leave states reeling
By Catherine E. Shoichet and Jamiel Lynch
CNN
http://www.cnn.com/2016/10/17/us/hurricane-matthew-impact-snapshot/index.html?sr=twCNN101716hurricane-matthew-impact-snapshot0706PMStoryGalPhoto&linkId=30037998

WATER GOING DOWN IN SOME AREAS - MATTHEW DEATH TOLL DROPS TO 25
WTVD
http://abc11.com/weather/matthew-death-toll-drops-to-25/1553274/

Last four years ‘hard to watch,’ singer James Taylor says in Roy Cooper campaign stop
BY MARK SCHULTZ
N&O
http://www.newsobserver.com/news/local/community/chapel-hill-news/article108736317.html
 
Billions in Damage and Losses Expected for North Carolina After Hurricane Matthew
By PAUL BLAKE  
ABC News
http://abcnews.go.com/Business/billions-damage-losses-expected-north-carolina-hurricane-matthew/story?id=42857022

N.C. Labor Department to provide Matthew assistance
By Ryan Clancy
WNCT
http://wnct.com/2016/10/17/n-c-labor-department-to-provide-matthew-assistance/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter

Hurricane latest: What you need to know today
Fayetteville Observer
http://www.fayobserver.com/news/local/hurricane-latest-what-you-need-to-know-today/article_e126402d-e443-5e0f-a6ce-97563ddcdd75.html

Governor speaks in New Bern, revises state's death toll from Hurricane Matthew
Associated Press
http://www.wcti12.com/122922035

Matthew NC damage estimated at $1.5 billion
WXII
http://www.wxii12.com/article/matthew-nc-damage-estimated-at-dollar15-billion/6494663

The Latest: McCrory revises North Carolina death toll down
WRAL
http://www.wral.com/the-latest-mccrory-revises-north-carolina-death-toll-down/16125016/

Governor says there are still high risk flood areas in Craven County
WITN
http://www.witn.com/content/news/Governor-Emergency-Response-Team-provide-Sunday-evening-update-on-flood-relief-397254331.html

Tight races remain in three battlegrounds: Nevada, North Carolina and Ohio
By Jennifer Agiesta
CNN
http://www.cnn.com/2016/10/17/politics/battleground-polls-2016-elections/index.html

Supreme Court takes no action on Gavin Grimm case review
WAVY
http://wavy.com/2016/10/17/supreme-court-takes-no-action-on-gavin-grimm-case-review/

Fayetteville Police Warn of Scammers Following Hurricane Matthew
TWC News
http://www.twcnews.com/nc/triangle-sandhills/news/2016/10/17/fayetteville-police-warn-of-scammers-following-hurricane-matthew.html

McCrory: Teamwork helping flood recovery efforts
By Ashley Morris
StarNews
http://www.starnewsonline.com/news/20161017/mccrory-teamwork-helping-flood-recovery-efforts

North Carolina Flooding: Parts of the State Are Still Inundated and Other Things to Know
By Pam Wright
weather.com
https://weather.com/news/news/north-carolina-flooding

Hope Mills Lake dam work 'full steam ahead'
By Rodger Mullen
Fayetteville Observer
http://www.fayobserver.com/news/local/hope-mills-lake-dam-work-full-steam-ahead/article_2a0a4774-1273-5a08-96bf-daee7760d019.html

CFPUA pleads with customers to conserve water
By Hunter Ingram
StarNews
http://www.starnewsonline.com/news/20161017/cfpua-pleads-with-customers-to-conserve-water

State optimistic hog lagoons intact
By Craig Jarvis
News & Observer
http://www.newsobserver.com/news/politics-government/politics-columns-blogs/under-the-dome/article108729152.html

Residents return home after Woodlake Dam deemed stable
North State Journal
http://www.nsjonline.com/article/2016/10/residents-return-home-after-woodlake-dam-deemed-stable
 
Neuse receding as community assesses damage
Kinston Free Press
http://www.kinston.com/news/20161017/neuse-receding-as-community-assesses-damage?rssfeed=true

Hurricane Matthew: Days of disaster unfold under a cloudless sky
BY CNN WIRE
http://wtkr.com/2016/10/17/hurricane-matthew-days-of-disaster-unfold-under-a-cloudless-sky/
 
Donald Trump Says GOP Office Firebombed ‘Because We Are Winning’
by Maya Rhodan 
TIME
http://time.com/4533011/donald-trump-firebombing-gop-north-carolina-clinton/
 
NC couple offers home as refuge to troopers during flooding
by Maria Satira
WNCT
http://wavy.com/2016/10/17/nc-couple-offers-home-as-refuge-to-troopers-during-flooding/
 
Wake Forest University sending supplies to Hurricane Matthew victims in eastern NC
By Amber Roberts
WGHP
http://myfox8.com/2016/10/17/wake-forest-university-sending-supplies-to-hurricane-matthew-victims-in-eastern-nc/

Gov. McCrory Delivers Good News from New Bern as Flood Recovery Continues
By TWC News Staff & Associated Press
http://www.twcnews.com/nc/triangle-sandhills/news/2016/10/17/mccrory-heads-to-new-bern-to-discuss-matthew-relief-effort.html

CMPD officers rescue dogs from Edgecombe County flooding
WSOC
http://www.wsoctv.com/news/local/cmpd-officers-rescue-dogs-from-edgecombe-county-flooding/458023658

Opinion/Blogs

Caitlyn Jenner Lashes Back At NC Governor Who Told Her To Use Men’s Shower
by Cavan Sieczkowski 
Huffington Post
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/caitlyn-jenner-pat-mccrory-hb2_us_5804cbfde4b0e8c198a8ee82?ir=Politics&utm_hp_ref=politics

The Morning Roundup: Hillsborough
by Paul Blest 
Indy Week
http://www.indyweek.com/news/archives/2016/10/17/the-morning-roundup-hillsborough

Makings of blue wave in North Carolina?
By Thomas Mills 
Jefferson Post
http://jeffersonpost.com/opinion/5550/makings-of-blue-wave-in-north-carolina
 
Firebombing wasn’t an attack on Republicans only
Charlotte Osberver
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/opinion/editorials/article108815987.html

A firebomb in Hillsborough sends a ‘hateful message’
N&O
http://www.newsobserver.com/opinion/editorials/article108806747.html

We are at a crossroads, Charlotte, and that’s good
BY JUSTIN PERRY
Charlotte Observer
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/opinion/op-ed/article108795082.html

North Carolina Writers Wish Gov. Pat McCrory A Very LGBT-Friendly Birthday
by Emily Tate 
The Huffington Post
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/pat-mccrory-birthday-hb2_us_58052d8de4b0b994d4c0ca72?comm_ref=false&ir=Politics%3Fview%3Dprint&utm_hp_ref=politics

Fox’s Neil Cavuto Let North Carolina Governor Claim The Left Started This “Ridiculous Gender Debate”
MEDIA MATTERS 
http://mediamatters.org/video/2016/10/17/fox-s-neil-cavuto-let-north-carolina-governor-claim-left-started-ridiculous-gender-debate/213888

Report shows how HB2 gives cover to discrimination
Charlotte Observer
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/article108795187.html

###
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Channel 9 obtains texts and emails from city officials discussing HB2
by: Joe Bruno 
WSOC
http://www.wsoctv.com/news/local/channel-9-obtains-texts-and-emails-from-city-officials-regarding-hb2/458188090

CHARLOTTE, N.C. - Channel 9 obtained text messages and emails exchanged back and forth as city leaders debated a deal that would repeal House Bill 2.

Gov. Pat McCrory had said he'd call a special session to repeal HB2 if Charlotte repealed its non-discrimination ordinance, but Charlotte refused.

Interim City Manager Ron Kimble received a text message on Sept. 16 from Sandy D’elousa, director of corporate communications and marketing for Charlotte.

She sent him a screenshot of Channel 9’s push alert saying McCrory is in for a repeal of HB2 but only if Charlotte City Council acts first.

Channel 9 obtained text messages sent to and from Kimble while council was considering repealing its ordinance.

Council Member-at-large James Mitchell told Kimble that he spoke with Atlantic Coast Conference Commissioner John Swofford, who told him there's an excellent chance the college basketball championship football game would be played in Charlotte if HB2 was repealed.

“Just had a conference call with Jim Swofford [sic]. Jim stated if we could help to get HB2 repealed next week [sic]. There is an excellent chance we could still host the 2016 ACC Championship Game in Charlotte,” Mitchell wrote in a text, adding a smiley face, thumbs up emoji and clapping hands emoji to the end of the message.

The Charlotte Chamber CEO replied correcting Mitchell on Swofford’s name and said “good news.”

Kimble also received a text from Chris Thomas, a partner with Childress Klein.

He said Councilwoman Julie Eiselt wanted to make a motion for a conditional repeal of the non-discrimination ordinance based on the state repealing HB2.

“Ron – it’s Chris Thomas (with real estate firm Childress Klein) – you’re no doubt exhausted from a weekend full of talk of a deal with the State to have HB2 repealed following a Charlotte repeal of its ordinance.

"I’m not sure that there are more than five votes in place at this point, but we sincerely hope that the matter will be on tomorrow night’s agenda by one way or another. Julie Eiselt shared an idea with Joe Padilla to make a motion for a conditional repeal based on the state’s commitment to repeal HB2 within 90 days. Please know that many of us in the business community are ready to go to the mat to support the City on this. We must give this compromise a chance. Many thanks,” Thomas wrote.

On Sunday evening, there was a conference call involving Mayor Jennifer Roberts, several City Council members, Charlotte's attorney and lobbyists.

Kimble said in a text message Monday evening that he would work with the Governor's office to set ground rules so no questions about HB2 could be asked.
© 2016 Cox Media Group.

Charlotte is the second most progressive city for gays in NC, study reveals
BY MARK PRICE
Charlotte Observer
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/local/article108891492.html

The safest, most inclusive city in North Carolina for lesbian and gay people is Greensboro, with Charlotte in second place, based on a nationwide assessment of LGBTQ equality released this week by the Human Rights Campaign Foundation.

Ten cities in North Carolina were among the 506 cities included in the study: Cary, west of Raleigh, was the lowest ranked.

The average score for cities in North Carolina is 51 out of 100 points, which falls below the national average of 55.

There is irony in Charlotte coming in second place. The state’s House Bill 2 was passed earlier this year by the General Assembly to keep a Charlotte non discrimination law from going into effect to add protections for gay people.

HB2 was pushed into law by state leaders who singled out the fact that Charlotte’s law would have allowed transgender men and women to use the restroom of their gender identity. HB2 nullified all city nondiscrimination policies like Charlotte’s, forcing municipalities to rely on the state’s nondiscrimination law, which does not include LGBTQ people.

Passage of HB2 prompted a national outcry against the state’s Republican leaders, and it led to boycotts by sporting events, conventions and businesses.

“In the wake of HB2 and terrible state legislative overreach, it’s more important now than ever for strong municipal leadership to pave the way for LGBT rights,” said Chris Sgro of Equality North Carolina, in a statement. “While Charlotte and other pro-LGBT leaders were attacked by the legislature, they are moving the ball forward on non-discrimination protections.”

Organizers say the index used a rating system of LGBTQ inclusion in municipal law and policy. The study shows that cities across the country continue to take the lead in supporting LGBTQ people and workers, even when states and the federal government have not, said organizers.

For LGBTQ Americans, legal protections and benefits vary widely depending on location: States and cities have markedly different laws governing discrimination, said survey organizers. Twenty states have non-discrimination laws that include protections for LGBTQ people in employment, and 19 states have laws that protect LGBTQ people from discrimination in places of public accommodation.


Since the survey’s debut in 2012, the number of cities earning perfect scores has more than quintupled, organizers say.

Following are the scores for the 10 North Carolina cities included in the survey. The full report is online at www.hrc.org/mei.

City

State

Score

Greensboro

North Carolina

80

Charlotte

North Carolina

73

Durham

North Carolina

69

Chapel Hill

North Carolina

68

Raleigh

North Carolina

59

Carrboro

North Carolina

57

Winston-Salem

North Carolina

44

Fayetteville

North Carolina

23

Wilmington

North Carolina

21

Cary

North Carolina

18

Mark Price: 704-358-5245, @markprice_obs

McCrory says GOP headquarters firebombing is anarchy
by: Elsa Gillis 
WSOC
http://www.wsoctv.com/news/local/gop-county-offices-across-nc-warned-after-hq-near-durham-firebombed-and-vandalized/457821723

RALEIGH, N.C. - Gov. Pat McCrory said the firebombing of the Republican Party headquarters in Orange County, North Carolina, is not vandalism, it’s an attempt at anarchy.

View image on Twitter
View image on Twitter
 Follow
 Liz Foster ✔ @lizfosterWSOC9
JUST IN: GOP HQ near Durham firebombed & vandalized. Now, there's a warning to other GOP offices statewide. @ElsaWSOC9 is investigating.
3:38 PM - 16 Oct 2016
  33 33 Retweets   9 9 likes
PHOTOS: GOP headquarters firebombed and vandalized

 Follow
 Hillary Clinton ✔ @HillaryClinton
The attack on the Orange County HQ @NCGOP office is horrific and unacceptable. Very grateful that everyone is safe.
5:13 PM - 16 Oct 2016
  7,551 7,551 Retweets   20,533 20,533 likes
He is hopeful the State Bureau of Investigation will be able to help local authorities catch whoever was responsible for the attack and prosecute them.

State and federal agents said they believe someone threw a flammable liquid through a window in the building.

The fire destroyed nearly everything inside and represented an unprecedented escalation in the war of words that has characterized this years’ elections.

Political expert Eric Heberlig said the political fallout will be substantial.

“What I’ll be interested to see, is whether this changes the tone of the presidential candidates, if they try to dial it back a little bit,” Heberlig said.

Donald Trump didn’t seem to dial things back.

In a tweet, he blamed the firebombing on "animals representing Hillary Clinton and Dems in North Carolina.”

View image on Twitter
View image on Twitter
 Follow
 Mark Barber ✔ @MBarberWSOC9
A group of Democrats crowdfunded $13,000 to help Republicans reopen this firebombed NC office. They raised the money in 40 minutes. @wsoctv
6:10 AM - 17 Oct 2016
  27 27 Retweets   30 30 likes
At the same time, Democrat Hillary Clinton called the attack “horrific and unacceptable.”

Mecklenburg County GOP chair Claire Mahoney told Eyewitness News that security at the local party headquarters is being stepped up.

“We’re just pumping that up and taking steps we need to help keep our volunteers safe,” she said.

Mahoney said there’s no indication of any threat locally, but the images of a charred flag and burned out building in Hillsborough are a sobering example of political passions run amok.

“Both parties see the real risk of things going off the rails here, “Heberlig said. “Neither side wants violence nor do they have any political incentive to have violence.”

‘All hands on deck’ as Republicans fight to keep North Carolina
By Tom Howell Jr. 
The Washington Times
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2016/oct/17/donald-trump-richard-burr-pat-mccrory-in-peril-as-/

GRAHAM, N.C. — Spread out like a Burma-Shave ad, the message on a trio of roadside signs was jarring but familiar: Lock. Her. Up.
Auto body owner Danny Hulon said he can’t stand the idea of Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton moving back into the White House, so he stuck the little signs along North Carolina Highway 87 to echo the mantra of Republicans who say the former secretary of state should be punished for her unauthorized use of private email and wobbly response to the attack on Benghazi, Libya, during President Obama’s first term.
Mrs. Clinton is ahead of Republican rival Donald Trump by the low single digits in North Carolina, according to the latest polls, yet folks like Mr. Hulon say the battle for his swing state will go down to the wire, even if he isn’t impressed by Mr. Trump’s overall strategy.
“He’s fighting too many people,” he said Friday, as Mr. Trump held rallies in Greensboro and Charlotte.
A short drive away, the Chatham County Democrats plotted to turn doubts about Mr. Trump into wins for Mrs. Clinton and a slew of down-ballot candidates, stuffing 7,500 mailers with “blue ballots” that highlight this year’s Democratic options.
North Carolina is in play, and it’s about much more than the presidential race.
Senate Republicans clinging to a 54-46 majority face an unexpected headache in the Tarheel State, where two-term incumbent Sen. Richard Burr is at risk of losing his seat to his Democratic challenger, Deborah K. Ross, a former state lawmaker.
If that weren’t enough, Gov. Pat McCrory, a Republican, faces an uphill re-election battle against Attorney General Roy Cooper, a Democrat, amid a high-profile feud over a transgender bathroom law that prompted economy boosters such as PayPal and the NCAA to retreat from the state.
“I find it exhausting, for the volunteers,” said Joanne Wittenborn, former president of the Greater Greensboro Republican Women’s Club. “But it’s exciting, and it has rallied everybody, and we’re all hands on deck.”
The intensity of the campaign took an ugly turn over the weekend when someone firebombed the Orange County Republican Party headquarters in Hillsborough and scrawled graffiti denouncing “Nazi Republicans.”
Both Mr. Trump and Mrs. Clinton condemned the attack.
In the Raleigh-Durham area, normal television ads hardly seem to exist. They are crowded out by a steady roulette of 30-second spots about Mr. Burr’s performance in Washington, the danger of men using the ladies’ room and Mr. Cooper’s boasts that as attorney general he cleared a backlog of untested rape kits.
Mr. Trump even shifted volunteers from Virginia, which has swung heavily toward Mrs. Clinton, into North Carolina, hoping to keep the rest of the South in Republican hands.
President Obama won North Carolina in 2008, ending a Republican winning streak that stretched back to Jimmy Carter’s election in 1976, only to cede the state back to Mitt Romney four years later.
But Randy Voller, a former chairman of the North Carolina Democratic Party, said there seemed to be more enthusiasm for Mr. Romney than there is for Mr. Trump, particularly among Republican operatives who supported primary challengers such as Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas.
“I don’t see that same level of, like, ‘joyful warrior,’” he said.
Mr. McCrory, meanwhile, faces headwinds for signing the law known as “HB2,” which requires people to use public bathrooms that correspond with the biological sex on their birth certificates.
State lawmakers passed the law in response to a Charlotte ordinance that extended certain anti-discrimination protections to the LGBT community.
Opponents of the ordinance said it would essentially create safe zones for peeping Toms in women’s bathrooms, yet the Republican push to overturn the city’s decision resulted in a backlash from entities that viewed HB2 as a codification of anti-LGBT discrimination.
“Our governor has taken the state back 100 years,” said David Spear of Madison, who stood among protesters a few blocks from a Trump rally in Greensboro.
As companies or athletic competitions pull out of the state, the controversy threatens to distract from the focal point of Mr. McCrory’s campaign — his stewardship of a “Carolina comeback” that has added nearly 300,000 jobs and slashed the unemployment rate since he took office in 2013.
“He’s turned the state around, he’s turned the economy around. Things are working again in North Carolina,” said Lee Green, chairwoman of the N.C. GOP District/County Chair Association.
Yet Steven Greene, a politics professor at North Carolina State University, said the die may already be cast.
Mr. McCrory ran as a center-right, pro-business Republican in 2012 and picked up some Democrats and left-leaning independents, he noted, yet those same voters are linking the governor to this year’s “culture wars.”
“McCrory has become the face of HB2 for better or for worse, and I think most polling indicates that it’s for worse,” the professor said.
The issue has spread to the state’s competitive race for U.S. Senate.
In their only televised debate, Ms. Ross called the state law discriminatory. Mr. Burr also said the law should be reversed, but only if Charlotte revisits its ordinance with greater input from the public.
Mr. Burr, a former House member and two-term Senate incumbent, is clinging to a lead in the low single digits, according to polls, as he fends off Ms. Ross’ assertions that he hasn’t achieved much for North Carolina during his two decades in Washington.
Mr. Burr’s supporters say he has achieved plenty, including the ABLE Act, which helps families who have children with disabilities pay for lifelong expenses through tax-advantaged savings accounts.
“He doesn’t gallivant to the media,” said Tom Shumaker, who was among state Republicans waving pro-Burr signs to passing motorists in Research Triangle Park ahead of the Thursday night debate.
The Burr campaign has portrayed Ms. Ross as soft on crime, citing her record with the American Civil Liberties Union, and pointed to her support for Obamacare — she said it is “better than what we had” — despite an exodus of companies from North Carolina’s insurance exchange.
Ms. Ross has been able to draw outside money from national Democrats and super PACs, keeping the race close, yet some analysts say Mr. Burr is in better shape than Mr. McCrory or Mr. Trump.
“I think the biggest threat for [Mr. Burr] is reduced Republican turnout because voters are so demoralized by Trump and because the Republican ground game in North Carolina is much weaker than usual,” said Jason M. Roberts, a politics professor at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.

McCrory, Cooper return to debate stage with 2 days before voting starts
Associated Press 
http://www.journalnow.com/news/state_region/mccrory-cooper-return-to-debate-stage-with-days-before-voting/article_5cc7122c-c618-599f-9c60-e6023b7be1b3.html

RALEIGH — North Carolina's Republican governor and his Democratic challenger get one more chance to try to sway voters in one of the nation's most competitive gubernatorial races.
Gov. Pat McCrory, Attorney General Roy Cooper and Libertarian candidate Lon Cecil are expected to participate in tonight's debate in Raleigh just two days before early in-person voting begins.
About $20 million has been spent on broadcast TV ads by McCrory and Cooper and their political allies. They offered sharp criticisms of each other at a televised debate last week.
Cooper holds himself out as the person who will push back Republican policies in state government. McCrory has been traveling eastern North Carolina over the past week leading the state's response to Hurricane Matthew.

CNN poll: Clinton and Trump neck-and-neck in North Carolina
BY TIM FUNK
Charlotte Observer
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/politics-government/article108802522.html

Democrat Hillary Clinton and Republican Donald Trump remain virtually neck-and-neck in their battle for North Carolina’s 15 electoral votes, according to a CNN poll released Monday.

Clinton led Trump, 48 percent to 47 percent among likely N.C. voters – well within the margin of error. Libertarian Party candidate Gary Johnson had 4 percent in the new CNN poll.

The survey was conducted Oct. 10-15, as allegations of sexual assault against Trump began hitting the news following the airing of a 2005 video of Trump using lewd language to speak about women.

The fact that the race remains so close suggests that the controversy may not be hurting Trump with many N.C. voters.

But CNN did find a gender gap in the state, with Clinton leading by 11 percentage points among women in the swing state, while Trump was ahead by 7 points among men.

The CNN survey also found tight races in North Carolina for U.S. Senate and governor.

Among likely voters, Republican incumbent Richard Burr led Democrat Deborah Ross, 48 percent to 47 percent.

In the race for N.C. governor, Attorney Gen. Roy Cooper, the Democrat, led Gov. Pat McCrory, the Republican, 49 percent to 48 percent.

[READ MORE: Pence says GOP ticket will 'absolutely' accept vote outcome]

Tim Funk: 704-358-5703, @timfunk

Read more here: http://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/politics-government/article108802522.html#storylink=cpy

Charlotte-area and SC party leaders react to firebombing of GOP office
By Michael Clark
WBTV
http://www.wbtv.com/story/33410878/area-party-leaders-react-to-firebombing-of-gop-office-in-nc

CHARLOTTE, NC (WBTV) -
Both Republican and Democratic Party leaders in Mecklenburg County are condemning an attack on a GOP office in Orange County over the weekend.

The building, campaign signs, and furniture were damaged after someone threw a bottle of flammable liquid through the window of the office in Hillsborough, NC.

North Carolina Governor Pat McCrory called the incident an attack on democracy. Local, state, and federal investigators continue to look into who is responsible.

RELATED: McCrory calls firebombing of GOP site 'anarchy,' GOP head's email compromised

About two hours away in Charlotte, Mecklenburg County GOP Chair Claire Mahoney said the news hits close. She knows how busy offices can be just before the election. She is glad no one was hurt.

"I have friends that I've worked with for years in that part of North Carolina, who run that office, who volunteer in that office, could have very well been in that office," Mahoney said.

Mahoney said the party has been in touch with Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police regarding security. Volunteers can come in and out of the building at various hours.

"We were already on heightened alert thanks to the riots that happened in Charlotte a few weeks ago, so now we have stepped up efforts even more," Mahoney said.

Mecklenburg County Democratic Party Chair Matt Newton also condemned the attack, adding that differences should never be resolved through violence and destruction.

"We resolve those differences through healthy dialogue and at the polls," Newton said.

Newton added that currently, there are no plans for upgraded security.

"I hope that this deplorable act is an isolated incident, we have full faith and confidence in the authorities," Newton said.

While safety is on the mind of both parties, Mahoney said she is not aware of any threats to party offices. 

Just across the state line in York County, South Carolina, party leaders there also spoke out against the attack on the North Carolina office.

"It's an act of terrorism, whoever did this was actively trying to suppress and ideology that they disagreed with. This is an act of oppression of thought," said Joel Hamilton, York County GOP Chair.

Hamilton is confident in the relationship with area law enforcement and did not see a need for any security upgrades. A spokesperson for Rock Hill Police told WBTV that no party had contacted them regarding security since the incident.

"I really don't want to get too hung up on worrying about security issues, when really at the end of the day, we need to be focused on moving forward," Hamilton said.

Jim Thompson, York County Democratic Party Chair was unavailable for an interview, but told WBTV he also condemns the attack and hopes investigators find whoever is responsible.

WBTV reached out to the York County Board of Elections and Voter Registration to see if there were any security upgrades planned. A spokesperson said:

"The York County Board of Voter Registration and Elections is aware of the recent events related to election office security.  The County Board takes security seriously and it is a high priority for this office. We’re taking all reasonable measures working with local public safety professionals to make an attack as unlikely as possible."

Copyright 2016 WBTV. All rights reserved.

Governor discusses relief efforts during Craven County tour
By Jennifer Cannon
New Bern Sun Journal
http://www.newbernsj.com/news/20161017/governor-discusses-relief-efforts-during-craven-county-tour

Gov. Pat McCrory brought attention to the flood-affected areas of western Craven County and offered a hopeful assessment of recovery efforts during a Monday afternoon press conference in New Bern.

While water is receding in many areas of Eastern North Carolina, several areas of Craven County remain at high risk for flooding from the Neuse River and Swift Creek, including Vanceboro, Chips, Maple Cypress Road, Pitch Kettle Road, Cowpen Landing Road and Cove City.


Residents still need to take several precautions to protect themselves, their families and their properties as the water goes down, the governor said.

Not long after his visit to Craven County, McCrory announced the county had been designated by the federal government for individual assistance. Last week, the county qualified for public assistance.

“I’m glad that the federal government has approved our request for needed additional assistance for the residents affected by Hurricane Matthew in Craven County,” McCrory said in a press release.

To date, 37 counties in eastern and central North Carolina have received public assistance, while 27 counties have now qualified for individual assistance.

State help

McCrory’s press conference in New Bern came after a brief tour of flood-affected areas of Craven County, including Vanceboro, where he stopped in at an elementary school that is being used as an emergency shelter for evacuees.

Speaking to media members and local officials later, McCrory offered the services of the N.C. National Guard, if needed, to help as the water recedes from Eastern North Carolina.


He also talked about the effects on the state’s agriculture sector and farmers.

“We’re going to have a major financial impact in the ag community, not just in Craven County, but down the Neuse River, the Tar River and also the Cape Fear River areas and everywhere in between,” McCrory said. “Our peanut farmers, our sweet potato farmers, our cotton and, of course, the chicken and poultry industry and swine industry have been severely impacted.”

He warned residents to protect themselves and their children from the receding water.

“I also want to stress, to all the residents of Craven County and this whole area, as the water comes down, this is not clean water,” McCrory said. “This is not environmentally sound water. It’s polluted at this point in time. So do not just say, ‘Oh, I’ll go walk through the water.’ No, this is water you do not want to touch your skin, and if it does, clean yourself very thoroughly at that point in time. I cannot stress that more.”

McCrory used the press conference to share some good news.

“I’ve got some great news: I-95 is now open,” the governor announced.

The north-south artery had been closed in Lumberton.


“The Lumber, Cape Fear, Neuse and Tar Rivers have officially crested, so we’re on the downside, that’s very good news,” McCrory said. “The Neuse River in Kinston is expected to drop below major flood stage by Oct. 19 so that will be good news for Kinston.”

He also announced the establishment of a Hurricane Matthew Recovery Task Force, which is going to target the areas, neighborhoods and businesses that were most impacted by the storm.

Another top priority is getting the roads open as quickly as possible, he said.

County efforts

During the New Bern news conference, Craven County Manager Jack Veit announced the county’s flood-recovery efforts and services, named Road Map to Recovery.

“It’s clear that we’re at the beginning point and it’s going to be a long journey; however, Craven County is dedicated to providing the resources to our citizens that need help,” he said.

Craven County Health Director Scott Harrelson said when people are able to get back in their homes, they’ll need to remove everything that was water damaged and allow the home to dry as quickly as possible.


“If you have a drinking well, our environmental staff will be on hand to assist you with that,” he said. “Please don’t try to consume water from a well that’s been submerged in flood water. We’ll have free testing available to make sure the water is safe to drink.”

He also warned homeowners not to turn on HVAC units that have been submerged.

“If they have been submerged at all, we would suggest that you get a technician to come out and properly clean those because if you start the air conditioner up and it’s not clean, then you run the risk of passing along mold spores to the rest of your home and you definitely don’t want to do that,” Harrelson said.

Craven County Sheriff Jerry Monette warned residents to watch out for scammers during the recovery process.

“Contractors come in from out of the area, want to do road work, tree work, carpentry work, those types of things,” the sheriff said. “Be very careful and mindful that there may be someone coming in to take advantage of you. Also be mindful of people protecting their homes and their property. If you don’t belong in the area, the best thing you can do is stay out of the area.”

There have been no reports of looting in the county, Monette said. There also have been no deaths in the county attributed to Hurricane Matthew or the aftermath.

“We’re really pleased at this point that we haven’t lost a life in Craven County, that we know about. We hope people heeded our advice and will continue to heed our advice as we move forward,” Veit said.


Help is available

Craven County Human Resources Director Amber Parker announced the county would establish a Disaster Assistance Center (DAC) in a location near the affected population to provide a one-stop location for residents to apply for disaster assistance and other benefits available to them through support agencies.

A central receiving and distribution point has been established at the Amital Warehouse and Storage facility located near BSH Home Appliances Corp. at 197 Bosch Blvd. Amital has volunteered its facility and manpower to assist Craven County Emergency Management with the receipt and distribution of donations.

The American Red Cross Mobile Feeding Stations will be providing meals at noon and 6 p.m. every day at two locations in Vanceboro until further notice. The mobile feeding stations will be located at the intersection of State Camp Road and River Road and at the intersection of Cowpen Landing Road and River Road.

The Vanceboro Farm Life Elementary School Emergency Shelter will remain open for those in flooded areas with nowhere else to go.

Donations for those affected by Hurricane Matthew and the flood can be taken to Religious Community Services, the Salvation Army and Vanceboro Christian Help.

Contact Jennifer Cannon at 252-635-5671. Follow her on Twitter at JCannonNBSJ.

McCrory spends birthday with Vanceboro students, evacuees
By Ken Buday
Sun Journal
http://www.newbernsj.com/news/20161017/mccrory-spends-birthday-with-vanceboro-students-evacuees

VANCEBORO | Nothing can make a 60-year-old man feel young again on his birthday quite like visiting with children.

Gov. Pat McCrory stopped by Vanceboro Farm Life Elementary School on Monday morning where children greeted him with hugs and by singing “Happy Birthday” to him.


“This is the best birthday,” he told a group of students.

When one student told the governor he was 6 years old, the governor replied, “I’m 6 too. Just add a zero.”

He posed for pictures with classes outside the school gymnasium that is serving as a Red Cross shelter for hurricane victims.

“These kids are so loving,” he said. “I’m not treated this way in Raleigh.”

McCrory visited the school on its first day of classes since Hurricane Matthew struck the area on Oct. 7. He visited with three teachers who are flooded out of their homes as well as with a few students who are also flooded out.

Principal Jonathan Tribula appreciated the governor’s visit.

“I hope the kids and the teachers that need the help can get the help,” he said. “I hope he (McCrory) sees the reality of the situation, so we can get these families as much help as quick as possible so we can get their lives back to normal.”


He said the students were excited to be back in school after a week off because of the storm.

“I think they are ready to get back to some normalcy,” he said, as some kids played during their lunch breaks. “The teachers are excited to bring them here, love on them and hug them, take good care of them and see what needs they have, and begin to start educating them again.

“Our teachers are an outstanding staff. They have done a great job of continuing to keep this school and this community going and to give all the support to these kids and their families that they need.”

Tribula said he would use the governor’s visit as a teaching tool and hoped the students would always remember it.

“It’s special for the kids, especially for Vanceboro,” he said. “My gut is that he (McCrory) doesn’t get here much, so it’s a great learning opportunity, and my goal is that hopefully this gives these kids something to remember when they get to middle and high school, and help their education and their future careers.”

After visiting with students and school staff, McCrory met with Red Cross officials, who informed him the shelter was still housing about 18 people, down from a high of around 30.

The governor met with several people in the shelter, including Scott Sturgill of River Road. He said his home flooded during Hurricane Floyd in 1999.

“It’s nice,” he said of meeting with the governor.

As for the status of his home, “I have no idea,” he said.

GOP OFFICE REOPENS AFTER FIREBOMBING IN NORTH CAROLINA
BY JONATHAN DREW
ASSOCIATED PRESS
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_GOP_OFFICE_DAMAGED?SITE=AP&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT&CTIME=2016-10-17-19-22-16
 
HILLSBOROUGH, N.C. (AP) -- Investigators combed through shards of glass, looked for residue of flammable accelerant and tried to narrow down the overnight hours when someone torched a local Republican Party office by throwing a flammable device through the window.

The mayor said he wasn't aware of any surveillance footage from the immediate vicinity, and the office sits where there wouldn't normally be foot traffic late at night - in a decades-old retail complex that backs up to a wooded area and is set back from a main road.

A bottle filled with flammable liquid was thrown through the window of the Orange County Republican Party headquarters early Sunday, damaging the interior before burning out, according to authorities. Someone also spray-painted "Nazi Republicans leave town or else" on a nearby wall. The office was empty and no one was injured.

Local party officials reopened a makeshift operation on folding tables outside the office Monday while uniformed police looked on. Plainclothes investigators looked for evidence at the scene as state, local and federal investigators divided up leads.

"We have had people working on it from three different federal agencies, state agencies, our local folks, all day today, running down leads, working different parts of the investigation," Hillsborough Police Chief Duane Hampton told The Associated Press in a phone interview.

He declined to say how confident he was that the evidence would lead to an arrest.

North Carolina's Republican Gov. Pat McCrory spoke to reporters at the office, saying he'd never seen anything like it in his political career. McCrory, who's been touring parts of the state ravaged by floods, said: "To come back near our state Capitol and see a broken window from a Molotov cocktail is unimaginable."

He also questioned why it took Hillsborough authorities several hours after the 911 call to release information publicly Sunday, suggesting they had initially treated the crime as merely vandalism instead of something more serious.

But Hampton said federal agents from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives were called immediately and arrived on the scene within an hour of his own officers.

"I certainly don't want anyone to think that we didn't take this seriously because we realized the implications right away," he said.

The graffiti and remnants of the fire were discovered Sunday morning by 68-year-old Bobbie Sparrow, whose Balloons Above Orange shop is next to the GOP headquarters. She came to feed stray cats before church when she noticed the graffiti shortly before 9 a.m.

"I saw the hate in it. And the only reason they used the side of my building, because it was a blank canvas for a message to the Republican Party people," she said in an interview. "I picked up my cellphone and called 911 and told them someone needed to get here immediately."

She said she isn't aware of any surveillance cameras outside the buildings, and Hillsborough Mayor Tom Stevens said he wasn't aware of any in the immediate vicinity, either.

County GOP chairman Daniel Ashley arrived Sunday morning to find the area roped off by yellow police tape. He said he believes whoever's responsible intended to burn down the building.

"I definitely think the reason they spray-painted that building there was because they thought this one wouldn't be here," he said, standing in front of his office.

The violent act in the key battleground state has been condemned by public figures across the political spectrum, including Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton and Republican nominee Donald Trump. McCrory's challenger, the state's Democratic Attorney General Roy Cooper also said the violence "has no place in our democracy."

Democrats started a campaign to raise $10,000 to reopen the GOP office, meeting the goal in less than 40 minutes and "showing that Americans are thirsty for civility and decency," wrote the GoFundMe drive's creator, David Weinberger, a researcher at Harvard University.

"It's a great gesture. We appreciate it a lot, but I don't know how much of that we're going to get to use because of the campaign laws," Ashley said Monday.

The walls of the multi-room office were covered in black char, and a couch against one wall had been burned down to its springs. Shattered glass covered the floor, and melted campaign yard signs showed warped lettering at the office in the town about 40 miles northwest of Raleigh.

Registered Democrats outnumber Republicans 3-1 in Orange County, which also includes Chapel Hill and the University of North Carolina campus.

Blake Halsey, a 21-year-old college student who volunteers at the Orange County GOP office, answered calls Monday at a folding table outside the shattered front window. He grew up in the area and described the town as a "melting pot" for all political views.

He said the attack made him think about his personal safety because he's worked after-hours recently at the office.

"It's sad to see America go this way," he said. "The Constitution says we have free speech. But free speech does not mean you can throw a fire bomb in there."

---

This story has been corrected to show that Democrats started a $10,000 campaign on GoFundMe to help reopen the campaign office, not that they just donated to the fundraising.

© 2016 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. Learn more about our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use.

THE LATEST: NC GOV.: BURNING OF GOP OFFICE 'UNIMAGINABLE'
AP
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_GOP_OFFICE_DAMAGED_THE_LATEST?SITE=AP&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT&CTIME=2016-10-17-18-33-47
 
HILLSBOROUGH, N.C. (AP) -- The Latest on the fire set at a North Carolina county Republican Party headquarters (all times local):

6:20 p.m.

North Carolina Gov. Pat McCrory says the burning of a local GOP office is unlike anything he's seen in his political career.

McCrory addressed reporters on Monday outside of the Orange County GOP headquarters that was burned by a flammable device early Sunday.

He said: "To come back near our state capital and see a broken window from a molotov cocktail is unimaginable." He has been traveling to other areas of the state that have been stricken by floods in recent days.

McCrory also questioned why it took several hours after an emergency call was made for Hillsborough authorities to make an official public statement.

Hillsborough Police Chief Duane Hampton told The Associated Press in an interview that one of his department's first calls was to federal agents, who were on scene less than an hour after his officers arrived. He says his department took the act very seriously and understood its implications from the beginning.

---

5:50 p.m.

The White House is responding to reports of a fire being set at a local Republican Party headquarters in North Carolina, saying there is no justification for the use of violence to advance a political agenda.

White House spokesman Josh Earnest said in Monday's press briefing that President Barack Obama has consistently praised political activists who sought to overcome significant differences through the use of non-violent tactics.

Earnest says in a season heated with political rhetoric that neither side benefits from vandalism and violence.

He is also noting that some Democrats are trying to raise money to rebuild the campaign office. The online campaign he says is consistent with the president's optimistic vision about the country and that progress can be made on key issues by focusing on shared values.

---

4:15 p.m.

A GoFundMe online drive by Democrats to raise $10,000 to reopen the North Carolina county Republican office that was damaged by a fire-bombing attack needed only 40 minutes to meet its goal.

Harvard University researcher David Weinberger created the site and says the speed with which the money was raised shows that Americans are "thirsty for civility and decency."

His point was underscored by the fact that local Democrats joined the campaign.

Orange County GOP chairman Daniel Ashley says the Democrats gesture is great and they appreciate it a lot.

Local, state and federal officials are investigating the attack.

---

8:45 a.m.

The police chief in a North Carolina town where a fire was set at the county Republican Party headquarters said Monday that he had no new developments to report.

Hillsborough Police Chief Duane Hampton said in an email that nothing developed overnight as the investigation continues into the fire-bombing of the Orange County Republican Party headquarters late Saturday or early Sunday.

No one was hurt when a bottle filled with flammable liquid was thrown the window of the building. An earlier news release from the town said the building next door was spray-painted with the words: "Nazi Republicans leave town or else."

A state Republican official called the attack "political terrorism." Republican offices around the state are reviewing their security.

---

7:05 a.m.

Authorities are investigating after a local Republican Party office in North Carolina was set on fire in what a state GOP official called "political terrorism."

According to a Sunday news release from the town of Hillsborough, a bottle filled with flammable liquid was thrown through the window of the Orange County Republican Party headquarters overnight. The flammable substance that was thrown into the office ignited and damaged the interior before burning out. No one was injured.

In addition to the fire, the news release says an adjacent building was spray-painted with the words: "Nazi Republicans leave town or else."

State GOP executive director Dallas Woodhouse called the fire "political terrorism" and said Republican offices around the state were re-examining their security.

© 2016 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. Learn more about our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use.

Candidates for North Carolina governor to debate in Raleigh
N&O
http://www.newsobserver.com/news/state/north-carolina/article108888342.html

RALEIGH, N.C. 
North Carolina's Republican governor and his Democratic challenger get one more chance to try to sway voters in one of the nation's most competitive gubernatorial races.

Gov. Pat McCrory, Attorney General Roy Cooper and Libertarian candidate Lon Cecil are expected to participate in Tuesday evening's debate in Raleigh just two days before early in-person voting begins.

About $20 million has been spent on broadcast TV ads by McCrory and Cooper and their political allies. They offered sharp criticisms of each other at a televised debate last week.

Cooper holds himself out as the person who will push back Republican policies in state government. McCrory has been traveling eastern North Carolina over the past week leading the state's response to Hurricane Matthew.

Read more here: http://www.newsobserver.com/news/state/north-carolina/article108888342.html#storylink=cpy

Seven facts to keep in mind during gubernatorial debate
By Mark Binker
WRAL
http://www.wral.com/seven-facts-to-keep-in-mind-during-gubernatorial-debate/16125147/

RALEIGH, N.C. — WRAL News will host the final debate in the race for governor 7 p.m. Tuesday night, two days before early in-person voting begins in North Carolina.

This will be the third meeting between Republican Gov. Pat McCrory and Democratic Attorney General Roy Cooper.

But unlike in a June North Carolina Bar Association debate or last week's North Carolina Association of Broadcasters debate, Libertarian Lon Cecil will also be on stage. As of Oct. 15, there were 30,654 registered Libertarians in North Carolina, about 0.5 percent of North Carolina's 6.8 million registered voters.

Although last week's debate covered a fair number of topics, the moderators did not touch on the state's handling of coal ash. A "minimal" leak of the toxic material from a Duke Energy facility last weekend as a result of Hurricane Matthew once again highlighted the long-running cleanup saga. Both Cooper and McCrory have accused one another of mishandling their parts in the cleanup efforts.

As for the topics the most recent McCrory-Cooper debate did cover, here are context of seven claims from the first debate that viewers are likely to hear again on Tuesday night.

1) McCrory says there was "record" unemployment when he took office.

"Unemployment was at a record 9.4 percent when I came into office," McCrory said during the first debate. "Believe me, it was a lot worse under Easley and Perdue, governors you (Cooper) strongly supported."

McCrory is about right about where the unemployment rate was when he took office. The federal Bureau of Labor Statistics and state Commerce Department peg unemployment at 9.5 percent in January 2012, the month McCrory took office.

It's worth knowing that unemployment in North Carolina hit its 40-year-high under Gov. Bev Perdue at 11.3 percent in January, February and March 2010. Perdue started her term in January 2008 with unemployment at 9.8 percent after it had spiked at the end of Gov. Mike Easley's eight years in office. By the time McCrory was sworn in, the rate had peaked and come down 1.8 percentage points.

In August, North Carolina's unemployment rate was 4.6 percent

During the same time period, the national unemployment rate followed a similar trajectory. It moved from 7.8 percent in January 2009 to a high of 9.9 percent in March and April 2010. In September, the national unemployment rate was pegged at 5 percent.

2) Cooper and McCrory trade claims on education.

McCrory will likely point out that North Carolina's average teacher pay will reach $50,000 per year under the current budget. While that may be true, that figure relies on spending from local governments, some of which supplement the pay the state provides to teachers. Those supplements are bigger in wealthier counties such as Wake and Orange, while some local governments don't offer any.

At the same time, Cooper will insist per-pupil spending on public school students is among the bottom 10 states. The most recent census data, for the year 2014, puts North Carolina's spending 44th out of 50 states and the District of Columbia.

Both McCrory and Cooper said the state needs to do more for education. The question both of them will likely face Tuesday night is how to put more resources into K-12 spending without raising taxes.


3) Cooper claims that the state raided emergency funds for House Bill 2.

"Gov. McCrory took $500,000 directly out of the disaster relief fund, and you know what it's for? House Bill 2," Cooper said during the first debate.

Given the flooding from Hurricane Matthew, North Carolina's disaster recovery efforts has understandably come up in the campaign.

Cooper is referring to August reports that lawmakers re-designated $500,000 of a $10 million disaster relief fund so the governor could use it to defend the controversial House Bill 2, a measure dealing with LGBT rights.

But McCrory declined to sign that bill and afterward said he would manage the state's defense of the law without the extra money. Cooper insists he could have vetoed the measure, which made technical changes to the state budget that was passed this summer.

4) McCrory pins blame for House Bill 2 on Charlotte.

"It's one of the biggest fibs in our national press, and frankly our state press, in which they say the bathroom laws were made by Republicans," McCrory said during the last debate. "We had never brought this issue up. It was the mayor of Charlotte, with the strong support of the attorney general, who decided to put a mandate on the entire private sector who have public facilities."

The battle over what has become known as House Bill 2 has its historical roots Charlotte. The City Council there passed a local measure earlier this year saying that businesses that offered public accommodations had to allow transgender individuals to use the bathroom of their choice.

But House Bill 2 went further, including writing an entirely new state nondiscrimination policy that excluded LGBT people from protections and preventing local government from using their contracting authority to extend nondiscrimination protections beyond the state standard. That bill was passed by the Republican-controlled General Assembly and signed by McCrory the same day.

5) Cooper continues to defend the crime lab.

"It is providing good service across our state," Cooper said of the State Crime Lab during the last debate.

Both Cooper and McCrory have traded claims and counter-claims about the crime lab.

While it's true that Cooper cleared an initial backlog of rape kits he inherited when he took office in 2000, it can still take the lab more than seven months to process evidence from complex cases, according to its own statistics.

6) Who owed North Carolina's unemployment debt?

"We got rid of a $2.6 billion debt that we owed to the federal government," McCrory said during the first debate.

That $2.6 billion figure refers to money borrowed to pay first-time unemployment claims.

However, that money wasn't something that individual taxpayers would have ended up owing. North Carolina would have never been able or required to raise its own sales and income taxes to repay that debt.

Unemployment claims are paid with special taxes levied on employers on a per-worker basis. If the state runs out of money to pay first-time claims, it borrows from the federal government. If at a certain point that money isn't repaid, taxes are stepped up on employers in order to repay the money.

That money could have risen to as much as $22 per year per employee had the system followed its pre-2013 course. Projections showed the $2.6 billion debt would have been paid sometime in 2020.

However, by trimming unemployment benefits, the state sped the repayment and reached zero debt by mid-2015. All told, North Carolina employers can figure to pay $700 million less a year in unemployment taxes starting in 2017 than they paid in 2014.

7) Has state policy on abortion become more restrictive?

During the broadcaster's debate, moderator Chuck Todd asked the governor about his record on abortion and social issues. McCrory insisted that recent state law did not impact access to abortion.

However, in 2013, McCrory signed a law limiting the availability of abortion coverage on health plans offered by local governments and on the state's Affordable Care Act exchanges. In 2015, the governor signed a bill tripling the wait time for an abortion from 24 to 72 hours.


Read more at http://www.wral.com/seven-facts-to-keep-in-mind-during-gubernatorial-debate/16125147/#ohpep85foRpLP691.99

GOV. MCCRORY CALLS FIREBOMBING OF ORANGE CO. GOP OFFICE 'ANARCHY'
By Joel Brown
WTVD
http://abc11.com/news/mccrory-firebombing-of-orange-co-gop-office-anarchy/1559612/

HILLSBOROUGH (WTVD) -- Gov. Pat McCrory questioned why it took Hillsborough Police several hours to release information publicly about the suspected firebombing attack at GOP headquarters Sunday.

And Monday, night, the town's police chief took the unusual step of releasing a Q&A news release, calling the crime, "the sole focus of HPD investigators," and insisting his department's response time was immediate.

SEE THE FULL RELEASE FROM HILLSBOROUGH POLICE (.pdf)

After getting a glimpse of the burned-out building, Monday afternoon, McCrory could not say who was to blame. But he seemed certain about the type of person who would do it."


Gov. McCrory comments on firebombing of Orange County GOP office
EMBED </>MORE NEWS VIDEOS
McCrory toured the damage and spoke to media on Monday


"This is anarchy, this is an anarchist who did this," McCrory said.

Investigators believe that sometime between midnight and 9 a.m. Sunday, someone threw a bottle filled with flammable liquid through the front window of the Orange County Republican Party headquarters.
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View image on Twitter
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9:41 PM - 17 Oct 2016
  1 1 Retweet   3 3 likes


"This is a horrific, horrific act of political terrorism," said NCGOP Executive Director Dallas Woodhouse.

By Monday, GOP volunteers set up shop at a folding table outside their destroyed offices not far from where someone also scrawled "Nazi Republicans Leave Town Or Else" in spray paint on a nearby wall.

Hillsborough PD said federal agents with Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms were called in immediately -- arriving an hour after local police got to the scene.

Hillsborough Police Chief Duane Hampton pushed back against suggestions his officers initially treated the crime as mere vandalism, not something more serious after Sunday's call to 911.

"They obviously threw in something that was flaming through the window," an unidentified caller told a 911 dispatcher. "I'm not sure what damage is inside and I'm not about to go look."




In the midst of a contentious election cycle, the headlines in Hillsborough quickly made national news. McCrory appeared on Fox News Channel.

Meanwhile, Heinz Boss and other local residents stopped by the crime scene to drop off a donation to help rebuild.
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"We can't have this stuff. This cannot happen, this is America. This is not a banana republic," Boss said.

And while state Republicans kicked off a fundraising for an arson relief fund, Democrats started their own campaign to help Republicans rebuild. The online effort surpassed a $10,000 goal in less than an hour.

"It's an important election, but it isn't so important you have to take lives or burn property or try to hurt other people," said Trevor Trout, a concerned resident.

Evidence gathered from the crime scene has been sent to the FBI's crime lab in Quantico. The police chief says the bureau is prioritizing the case. But, there's no timeline on when results will be released.

Anyone with information about the crime is asked to contact Hillsborough Investigator Jon Purvis by email or by phone at (919) 732-9381, ext. 37. The FBI also will take tip calls at (704) 672-6100. Callers should select Option 2.

Read more about the incident here.


GOP headquarters firebombing puts NC back on national stage
BY ANNE BLYTHE, TAMMY GRUBB AND CRAIG JARVIS
N&O
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/mobile/m-top-stories/article108772297.html

HILLSBOROUGH 
North Carolina once again is in the national news, though this time it’s not because of House Bill 2, hurricane flooding or protests at the capital.

One of the state’s old capitals – Hillsborough – has become the capital of the latest political firestorm with questions swirling about who firebombed the Orange County GOP office and left an intimidating message on a nearby wall.

The news ignited a tweet storm Sunday.

Republican candidates, who had been forced last week to respond to the sexual assault accusations against Donald Trump, at the head of their ticket, quickly pushed a new political story line onto the national stage.

Gov. McCrory held a news conference late Monday afternoon at the burned-out office and took a few questions from the several dozen journalists gathered, a group that included national news crews and one Norwegian reporter.

“This is not an act of vandalism,” McCrory said. “It’s an assault on our democracy.”

During a live interview on Fox News before fielding questions from other news crews, McCrory said he did not think the incident “was taken as seriously as it should have been at first.”

“The last thing we need is more of this type of violence and intimidation as it relates to the political process, not just in North Carolina but in the United States of America,” McCrory said “At a time when our state is working together so well to try to recover from this terrible hurricane that’s impacted us… to come back near our state capital and see a broken window from a Molotov cocktail is unimaginable and it’s uncalled for and there are no excuses for it whatsoever. ... There is no motive that justifies this type of violent act.”

Democrats decried the incident as well, with Hillary Clinton at the top of the ticket tweeting that the attack was “horrific and unacceptable.”

Several Democrats and unaffiliated voters set up a GoFundMe account that within 40 minutes of its launch online Sunday night met and surpassed its goal of collecting $10,000 to help the Orange County Republicans rebuild their headquarters. They stopped taking donations at $13,107.

“Until an investigation is undertaken, we cannot know who did this or why,” the GoFundMe site creators said. “No matter the result, this is not how Americans resolve their differences. We talk, we argue, sometimes we march, and most of all we vote. We do not resort to violence by individuals or by mobs. So, let’s all pitch in, no matter what your party affiliation, and get that office open again quickly.”

The investigation

The incident was reported to Orange County emergency dispatchers at 8:54 a.m. Sunday by a woman who owns a business in the building opposite GOP headquarters.

“Someone has firebombed through the window of the Republican Party next to me and sprayed all over the side of my building, ‘Nazi Republicans leave town or else,’ ” said the caller, whose name has not been released by Hillsborough officials.

The buildings, which are in the Daniel Boone shopping center on the south side of town near the intersection of Interstate 85 and Old N.C. 86, sit high on a hill in a remote part of the complex.

The woman told emergency dispatchers she could smell smoke but did not want to look inside the GOP office to see if the fire was still burning.

“They threw some sort of firebomb through the window because it smoked up under the porch and all around the window frame,” she said. “I can smell smoke, so obviously it went out on its own or didn’t work well, but it is some sort of incendiary device.”

Though the woman did not see anyone in the area when she was on the phone with 911 dispatchers, she noted that cats she feeds, “or fosters,” as she said, were milling around so she did not think anyone was nearby.

Hillsborough police are working with the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and the Orange County Sheriff’s Office, as well as the State Bureau of Investigation.

“I’m appreciative of our law enforcement expertise and cooperation across agencies to uncover who is behind this reprehensible act,” Hillsborough Mayor Tom Stevens said. “Especially given the national attention we are receiving, I’m extremely appreciative for everybody who is using this as an opportunity to pull our community together, rather than promote division.”

Hillsborough, with a population of about 6,400, is the seat of a county that houses the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. About 17,000 voters in the county are registered Republican, about 52,400 are registered Democrat, and about 39,000 are unaffiliated, according to the county board of elections.

Volunteers were busy putting campaign information together Monday under the canopy outside the blackened shell of the county Republican headquarters. Inside, a few salvaged mementos – a photo of former N.C. Sen. Jesse Helms, an unnamed soldier and a President George W. Bush bobblehead doll – were on a small, damaged table.

The firebombing didn’t destroy their spirits, said Orange County GOP vice chairwoman Evelyn Poole-Kober. The party isn’t going anywhere, she said.

They started the day finding a couple of tables that weren’t melted and powering the phones with an electrical cable attached to her car battery, she said. By afternoon, they were putting sample ballots in plastic covers and wiping soot from laminated door-hangers that list this year’s Republican candidates.

The local party doesn’t have any paid staff, relying instead on about 30 volunteers, Poole-Kober said.

“The place was filled Saturday with people coming out to put up signs together and go out and knock on doors,” she said. “Everything we’re doing today is either cleaning up our literature for the election or redoing what was done Saturday.”

A new campaign office will open in about a week in a vacant space a few doors down. But they will need donations of “everything,” from office supplies to computers, desks and couches, she said. Updates are being posted to the Orange County Republican Party website – www.orangencgop.org – along with a link for monetary donations, she said.

Democrats, too

In Carrboro on Sunday, representatives from an Orange County Democrats office called police to ask for extra patrols. Volunteers closed that office early after finding “death to capitalism” written on the front of the Main Street building.

“It really just rattles your nerves,” said Matt Hughes, chairman of the Orange County Democrats.

Hughes also was upset by what happened in Hillsborough, about 10 miles to the north. “It is kind of unsettling, particularly if you work in a political office late at night,” he said.

Hughes and others said they thought the political discourse had become so coarsened and politics so divisive that volunteers sometimes feared for their safety. “Words matter,” he said.

To illustrate his point, Hughes, a Clinton supporter, compared her tweet on the incident to one from Trump’s account.

“Animals representing Hillary Clinton and Dems in North Carolina just firebombed our office in Orange County because we are winning @NCGOP,” stated a @realDonaldTrump tweet posted at 6:29 p.m. Sunday.

The Norwegian reporter asked McCrory about a photo shared on Twitter by a Milwaukee County sheriff and Trump supporter that included “It is pitchfork and torches time in America.”

“The worst I’ve seen is people tearing down each other’s signs, or using the middle finger when someone has the wrong bumper sticker,” McCrory said. “We’ve had sadly a lot of disrespect in the political process for a long time: The individual who interrupts President Obama’s speech, to frankly people saying some pretty obscene things to me outside the governor’s gate, and being recorded, and everyone says, ‘That’s just politics.’ That’s not politics. It’s disrespect. But violence takes it to a whole other level and is totally uncalled for.”

Read more here: http://www.charlotteobserver.com/mobile/m-top-stories/article108772297.html#storylink=cpy

City asks: Does Mayor Jennifer Roberts speak for the city or just for herself?
By Steve Harrison
Charlotte Observer
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/politics-government/article108829097.html#storylink=cpy
 
When Charlotte Mayor Jennifer Roberts wrote an op-ed critical of the city’s response in the Keith Lamont Scott shooting, some City Council members were upset.
 
Their concerns: The mayor released a statement without consulting them. Not only that, the mayor’s statement didn’t reflect their views.
 
The divide highlighted what’s long been an unanswered question in Charlotte city government, whose leaders have historically tried to avoid conflict.
 
Is the mayor a spokesperson for the entire city, including the City Council? Or does the mayor speak for the mayor alone?
 
Under “Old Charlotte Way,” the mayor and council were usually in lockstep. But the old Charlotte was a much smaller city – and didn’t face issues such as House Bill 2 and the Scott shooting.
 
“We didn’t have those kind of fractures if you will,” said Republican Richard Vinroot, mayor from 1991 to 1995. “On occasion we had dramatic events in Charlotte, we all pretty much saw eye to eye with one voice. I do think it’s surprising on something this significant that they wouldn’t be speaking with one voice. I’m surprised and a little disappointed.”
 
Vinroot, who served with a Democratic council during his first term, said council members felt like friends.
 
“It was a good thing, but maybe it was just the time in our city that’s a by-gone era,” he said.
 
In Charlotte’s form of government, the mayor and council hire a professional manager, who is responsible for running the city’s daily operations. The mayor rarely votes on issues, though the mayor does have a veto. That veto, by its definition, is designed to separate the mayor from the City Council. It’s impossible to have consensus when a veto is used.
 
The job is partly symbolic. And it’s partly a bully pulpit to push the city’s agenda, or at least the majority of City Council’s views.
 
An example was Pat McCrory leading on building the Lynx Blue Line and Anthony Foxx rallying support for the streetcar. And most recently, Roberts led when she said the council would not compromise on repealing its nondiscrimination ordinance.
 
In all of those cases, the mayors had a majority, or near majority, of council members behind them.
 
Split with council
 
In the days after the shooting, Roberts received scorn from local protesters and national media for supporting the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department’s decision not to release body and dash camera footage of the shooting.
 
On Sept. 24, four days after the shooting, the city released the footage. Two days later, Roberts wrote an op-ed: “The lack of transparency and communication about the timing of the investigation and release of video footage was not acceptable, and we must remedy that immediately.”
 
She added: “Our city must be more open, honest, and transparent in investigating police shootings if we are to restore trust.”
 
A week later, on Oct. 3, the City Council released its own statement. Signed by all members, it took a different tone.
 
“We support our Police Chief and the men and women of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department, including our Chief’s continued efforts to enhance trust and accountability within the Department and within the community,” the council members said. “We will also continue to review and implement the recommendations from the President’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing.”
 
Roberts has said she supports CMPD Chief Kerr Putney.
 
[READ MORE: Mayor Jennifer Roberts says the city ‘struck the right balance’ in response to protests]
 
Roberts, through a spokesperson, declined to comment for this story.
 
Recently, council members and Roberts have become more closely aligned, at least publicly. Last week, council members unanimously approved a response to the shooting and protests.
 
Their plan calls for building more affordable housing, investing in a job training program and hiring the Police Foundation in Washington, D.C., to conduct a months-long review of CMPD. Roberts was not closely involved in that plan, but she said she supported the council’s action.
 
Former City Council member Andy Dulin, a Republican, said he questions whether Roberts said the right thing after the Scott shooting, especially in criticizing the city for a lack of transparency.
 
But Dulin said that’s her right.
 
“She won,” he said, referring to Roberts’ victories in last year in three elections – the Democratic primary; a primary run-off; and a general election.
 
“She can say what she wants,” Dulin said. “But when Roberts comes out and says we need more transparency, I think a majority of her council members, if not all, are saying, ‘What do you mean? She's not speaking for me.’”
 
A longtime issue
 
Former city manager Curt Walton, who worked alongside five mayors, said the question of who speaks for the city has been around for a long time.
 
“But it’s been more theoretical or philosophical until now,” Walton said. “I think Harvey (Gantt) and Richard (Vinroot) were both really, really good about the mayor speaking for the council, and the mayor speaking towards city positions.”
 
Walton said Myrick, mayor from 1987 to 1991, as one of the first to have her own voice that was apart from council members.
 
“She stood beside Independence Boulevard and talked about funding for transportation in a way that was out of depth from where the council was,” he said.
 
McCrory, mayor for 14 years, was followed by Democrat Anthony Foxx, who served from 2009 to 2013.
 
Both men were ambitious. Both wanted to have their own voice.
 
Walton said both struggled to define their role and how much they should deviate from council. McCrory did so more often, because he was usually matched with a Democratic council.
 
“This issue came up, but it was more philosophical. How much voice do I have? He didn’t concede. He maintained his prerogative to speak out,” Walton said.
 
But he added that under Roberts, the city is dealing with issues much bigger than mass transit or whether to build an uptown arena.
 
“The stakes are higher,” Walton said. “The intensity of the issue is higher.”
 
Steve Harrison: 704-358-5160, @Sharrison_Obs

Pitt Co. commissioners address Matthew response efforts
By Zora Stephenson
WNCT
http://wnct.com/2016/10/17/pitt-co-commissioners-address-matthew-response-efforts/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
 
GREENVILLE, N.C. (WNCT) – The Pitt County Board of Commissioners held a news conference Monday to address the group’s response efforts to Hurricane Matthew and how they can improve in the future.
 
Emergency management director Allen Everette went over his department’s role during the last week, and each speaker commended one another for their efforts during Matthew.
 
County Commissioner Glenn Webb said everyone did a great job, but there’s always room for improvement.
 
“With our shelters, I think we need to find a way to have a shelter where people can also bring their pets, but I think that overall the response has been really good,” Webb said.
 
Officials said Pitt County is looking at a long road to recovery, but the county is prepared to help.
 
If your house or business was damaged due to Hurricane Matthew, county leaders encourage you to call FEMA as soon as possible.
 
If you are on food stamps and lost food during the storm, make a call to social services. They are trying to replace as much food as possible
 
The county is also providing courtesy inspections for all Pitt County residents expect people who live in Greenville, Farmville and Winterville.

Lenoir officials: Hundreds of homes, businesses may have flood damage
By Josh Birch
WNCT
http://wnct.com/2016/10/17/lenoir-co-officials-hundreds-of-homes-businesses-may-have-flooding-damage/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
 
KINSTON, N.C. (WNCT) – Lenoir County officials said at a news conference Monday that more than 800 homes and 100 businesses along the Neuse River could have some type of flooding damage.
 
9OYS rode along with members of the National Guard, past Kinston staples like King’s BBQ Restaurant and Neuse Sport Shop that are still under water. National Guardsman Michael McCulloch said the structural integrity of roads will be a major concern going forward.
 
“I’ve seen some bridges washed away,” said McCulloch. “I’ve seen five-foot holes in the ground. I’ve seen a lot of broken up drives ways from water erosion”
 
Early damage estimations for Lenoir County are in the millions of dollars, and more than 200 people are still in shelters.
 
“Yesterday the water on this side would have been at least three feet deep,” said Ronnie Ingram, Lenoir County Sherriff. “Couple days before it would have been at least four feet deep on this side. So the water is receding, and we’re just ready for it to go down so DOT can check the roads.”
 
Three people have been killed in Lenoir County due to flood waters, so officials are reminding residents to stay off of closed roads.
 
The curfew that’s been in effect overnights will continue for the time being.
 

Donation center opens in southern Lenoir County
By Michelle Taylor
Kinston Free Press
http://www.kinston.com/news/20161017/donation-center-opens-in-southern-lenoir-county?rssfeed=true
 
County officials and local churches have banded together to help others in the community.
 
Lenoir County Commissioner J. Mac Daughety said there now is a place in southern Lenoir County that can receive donated supplies to be distributed to those displaced by the flood.
 
“We are so thankful to have a community that has come together to help others,” Daughety said.
 
Volunteers from Lenoir County as well as Fayetteville and Garner have collected items, like food, clothing, health and beauty supplies, bedding, sheets and towels to opened a location for donation drop offs at an undisclosed area in southern Lenoir County.
 
“We got together and talked and this place opened up,” the Rev. Justin Barnett said.
 
Lenoir County Parks and Recreation has offered the building up for this occasion to help those in need in the southern part of Lenoir County.
 
The location will be announced later on as the process becomes more organized and volunteers find a distribution location.
 
“We’re going to try and establish some hours soon and arrange for people to drop items off and those in need to pick up,” Barnett said.
 
Residents looking for a donation site on the south side of town will be able to bring clothes, food, water, entertainment items like books, movies and toys and many other items.
 
The American Red Cross will be bringing in supplies and donations as well.
 
“We will be unloading the Red Cross truck and be bringing in items that have been brought to the church,” Barnett said.
 
For information about where to bring donated items contact Brian Croom at 252-560-3901 or the Rev. Justin Barnett, of Jackson Heights Free Will Baptist Church, at 252-560-7551.
 
Local residents interested in volunteering or those who have items to date can also contact the Rev. Josh Whitfield of Deep Run Free Will Baptist Church or the Rev. Andrew Shue at Southwood Memorial Church, for more information as well.
 
Michelle Taylor may be reached at 252-559-1073 and Michelle.Taylor@Kinston.com. You can follow her on Twitter at @MTaylorKFP.

McCrory calls firebombing of GOP site 'anarchy,' GOP head's email compromised
By Chris Dyches
WBTV
http://www.wbtv.com/story/33409133/mccrory-calls-firebombing-of-gop-site-anarchy-gop-heads-email-compromised?clienttype=generic
 
North Carolina Governor Pat McCrory is calling an attack on a Republican Party headquarters in North Carolina "anarchy" and called the incident an attack on democracy.
 
According to police, someone threw a bottle of flammable liquid through the window of Orange County’s GOP headquarters.
 
The "firebombing" happened Sunday and caused campaign signs, supplies and furniture to catch fire before burning itself out. A swastika and “Nazi Republicans get out of town or else” were spray painted on the side of an adjacent building.
 
"That's what they do in other countries, not in North Carolina," McCrory said Monday afternoon. "The graffiti is even a type of intimidation that is uncalled for."
 
McCrory said that disrespect is "not politics," and said the violence takes it to a whole other level.
 
RELATED: Pat McCrory: Firebombing ‘an attack on democracy’
 
"The worst I've seen is people tearing down each other's signs or using the middle finger when someone has the wrong bumper sticker that they disagree with - which is bad enough, by the way," he said. "Both parties has its extremists, but this is anarchy [...] This is someone who wants anarchy. And that's not our country and that's not our state."
 
McCrory says his goal is to have this be the first "and last time" something like this happens in North Carolina. He doesn't want to see copycat attacks and said that he's worried for the safety of the people who worked in the office.
 
"I have no idea who did this or why they did this," McCrory said. "There is no excuse for doing it, whatever the reason is."
 
An online campaign reportedly set up by a group of Democrats to help rebuild the firebombed Republican party headquarters met and surpassed its $10,000 goal only 40 minutes.
 
RELATED: Democratic effort to rebuild bombed GOP site in NC hits fund goal in 40 min
 
Democrats behind the GoFundMe page referred to the spray painted message as “an abhorrent threat.” The group said its online campaign is aimed at helping the office reopen as soon as possible. 
 
The campaign is not an official effort of the Democratic Party, but rather the work of a group of supportive Democrats. The group said they hoped to make a statement against such tactics.
 
The burning of the office has been condemned by leaders of both parties nationwide.
 
North Carolina Republican Party Executive Director Dallas Woodhouse called Sunday's bombing “political terrorism.”
 
“Whether you are Republican, Democrat or Independent, all Americans should be outraged by this hate-filled and violent attack against our democracy," Woodhouse said. "Everyone in this country should be free to express their political viewpoints without fear for their own safety.”
 
Monday morning, Woodhouse said his email was compromised just hours after after the attack on the Orange County office.
 
An email was sent Monday morning and appeared to be a document entitled "GOP-financial_Document.pdf" that was located in what appeared to be a Drop Box account.
 
Several hours later Woodhouse sent an email to the distribution listed with the subject line "WARNING: Do not click 'GOP-Financial_Document'."
 
Woodhouse said the link was part of a phishing email sent to all of his contacts with a "link to a counterfeit site pretending to be dropbox. I did not send those emails."
 
"The linked website in the email will try to trick you into putting your email address and password to 'sign in'," he warned recipients. "DO NOT enter your email or password on that counterfeit site (or on any non-verified, non-SSL secured site)."
 
He then warned anyone who entered a password to change their passwords immediately and "never use that password again, for anything, ever."
 
Woodhouse said his account has since been secured and apologized for the inconvenience.
 
Online some people were linking the email hack with the firebombing of NCGOP's offices.
 
Copyright 2016 WBTV. All rights reserved.

Central Receiving and Distribution Point set up for Craven County
WCTI
http://www.wcti12.com/123199762
 
NEW BERN, Craven County - A Central Receiving and Distribution Point has been established to assist Craven County Emergency Management with the receipt and distribution of donations for flood victims.
 
The location has been set up at the Amital Warehouse and Storage facility, located in the Craven County industrial area near B/S/H Home Appliances Corporation at 197 Bosch Boulevard in New Bern. Amital is volunteering its facility and manpower to assist CCEM. It opened at noon on Monday.
 
CLICK HERE for the Craven County Disaster Relief Supply Drop-off map.
 
The next stage of the disaster recovery process will be for Craven County Emergency Management to establish a Disaster Assistance Center (DAC) in a location near the affected population to provide a one-stop location for citizens to apply for disaster assistance and other benefits available to them through support agencies. Arrangements are being made to establish a DAC but it has not been determined when the DAC will be open.
 
Several resources are currently available for those impacted by Hurricane Matthew and related flooding. The American Red Cross Mobile Feeding station is providing two meals a day at locations in Vanceboro. The Farm Life Elementary Emergency Shelter also remains open for citizens in flooded areas with nowhere else to go. A map of flooded areas and road closures in Craven County is available on the county website at www.cravencountync.gov to help citizens plan travel routes. More than 100 Craven County employees and community volunteers are providing assistance to the affected communities.
 
Those wishing to drop off donations can do so at these locations:
 
-- Religious Community Services is located at 919 George Street in New Bern. RCS will be accepting personal hygiene items, cleaning supplies, baby supplies and non-perishable food items. To schedule a donation drop off or to request assistance from RCS call (252) 633-2767.
 
-- Salvation Army is located at 1402 Rhem Avenue in New Bern. The Salvation Army will be accepting donations of clothing, hygiene items, cleaning supplies, baby supplies and non-perishable food items. To schedule a donation drop off or to request assistance from the Salvation Army call (252) 637-2277.
 
-- Vanceboro Christian Help is located at 411 White Street in Vanceboro. Vanceboro Christian Help will be accepting donations of clothing, hygiene items, cleaning supplies, baby supplies and non-perishable food items. To schedule a donation drop off or to request assistance from Vanceboro Christian Help call (252) 244-1141.
 
For more information and resource referrals call the Craven County Emergency Operations Center at (252) 636-6608.

KINSTON, LENOIR COUNTY: 200 people remain in shelters; major highways still closed
By Heather King
WITN
http://www.witn.com/content/news/KINSTON-THURSDAY-More-buildings-in-danger-prayer-gathering-scheduled-396918581.html
 
Lenoir County says they still have 200 people in Red Cross shelters on Monday.
 
The Neuse River in Kinston has fallen below 26 feet Monday morning, and it is forecasted to drop out of a major flood stage Wednesday afternoon.
 
At 12:30 p.m., gauges showed the river at 25.6 feet, dropping more than a foot in the last 24 hours.
 
County Emergency Services Director Roger Dail says their next big hurdle is to find temporary housing for those displaced.
 
U.S. 70, Highway 258 south, and Highway 11 south remain closed. Once water recedes, Dail says it could be a couple of days before the DOT inspects the roadway and allows traffic back on. He is optimistic that some of those major roads could be open by the end of the week.
 
Sheriff Ronnie Ingram warned victims about scammers. He said to take a picture of the contractor's drivers license, a photo of their vehicle tags, and know how to cancel a contract. He said a legitimate contractor should have no problem allowing that to happen.
 
A countywide curfew remains in effect from 9pm to 7am. Ingram said at some point they will change that for just the flooded areas.
 
Three people in the county have died from the storm and flooding. County commission chairman Craig Hill called it a countywide tragedy. "We will bounce back, this is an amazing community," said Hill. "Our heart goes out to the families who have lost people."
 
The county is asking for monetary donations to help the victims. Dail says those should go to the Lenoir-Greene Chapter of the United Way, ensuring to keep those funds local.
 
Previous Story
The Neuse River dropped to just below the level set by Hurricane Floyd in 1999 on Sunday. At 7 a.m., Lenoir County officials say it was down to 27 feet. They estimate the river level will be 25.2 feet on Monday morning. The Neuse River is forecast to remain in major flood stage until at least Wednesday.
 
Inspections are the next step. The NCDOT will begin inspecting roads, bridges and right of ways to make sure they are safe. Lenoir County inspectors will looking at flooding buildings and areas for damage, electrical and utility hazards, health concerns and structural integrity of infrastructure.
 
Residents and business owners will only be able to access their property until it is cleared by officials. Authorities say the process will take time, but inspectors are working as diligently and safely as possible.
 
A curfew remains in effect from 9 p.m. to 7 a.m. nightly for Lenoir County and the City of Kinston until further notice.
 
Lenoir County offices will be closed Monday. They will reopen on Tuesday for normal operation. All Lenoir County Public Schools facilities are closed to students through Friday. All buildings are closed to staff on Monday, but a decision on workdays for staff is forthcoming.
 
If the water has receded in your area, please notify the Lenoir County EOC at 252-559-1911 so that officials can be dispatched to begin inspections as soon as possible. Once previously flooded areas are cleared as safe, only residents and property owners with proof of identification will be allowed to access the area.
 
An interactive map of the mandatory evacuation area and current road closings in Lenoir County can be found at https://goo.gl/Hkwdsa.
 
Financial contributions can be made to the Lenoir/Greene United Way at http://www.lenoirgreeneunitedway.org/. All contributed funds will stay in Lenoir and Greene counties to assist families impacted by flooding.
 
As Lenoir County prepares to move into recovery mode, there will be a tremendous need throughout the county. Volunteers wishing to assist with cleanup and recovery efforts may call the Lenoir County Emergency Operations Center at 252-559-1911 and ask for the Volunteer Coordinator.
 
A Community Donation Center has been opened at Vernon Park Mall in the old Expressions location behind Burger King. It will be open daily from 10am to 5:30pm.
 
Supplies Needed
· Toothbrushes and Toothpaste
· Towels and Wash Cloths
· Diapers
· Wipes
· Adult Diapers
· Baby Food
· Snacks
· Cleaning Supplies
· Trash Bags
· Plastic Totes
· Coolers
· Unopened Socks, Underwear and T-shirts
 
Crews will begin picking up storm related debris in the next few days in parts of the county that are accessible. This will include the City of Kinston, Town of La Grange and Town of Pink Hill.
 
A Temporary Flight Restriction (TFR) has been issued for Lenoir County. Operation of drones under 400ft is restricted until further notice.
 
A curfew remains in effect from 9 p.m. to 7 a.m. nightly for Lenoir County and the City of Kinston until further notice.
 
The shelters at Kinston High School and Lenoir Community College remain open. Pets can be accommodated at LCC.
 
 
Previous Story
The Neuse River crested at 28.31 feet yesterday, surpassing the record of 27.7 feet set after Floyd.
The disastrous flooding stage is at 27 feet.
 
As flood waters slowly recede, officials will begin inspecting structures and flooded areas for damage, electrical and utility hazards, health concerns and structural integrity of roads and infrastructure. Due to safety concerns, residents and business owners will not be allowed to access their property until it is cleared by officials. Please be patient and understand that this is for your safety.
 
A temporary animal shelter has been setup at 431 Joe Nunn Road. They are in need of crates, carriers, water bowls and any other pet supplies folks would like to donate.
 
A Community Donation Center has been opened at Vernon Park Mall in the old Expressions location behind Burger King. It will be open daily from 10am to 5:30pm. #MatthewNC #Kinston
 
Community Donation Center
834 Hardee Rd.
Kinston, NC 28504
 
Supplies Needed
- Toothbrushes and Toothpaste
- Towels and Wash Cloths
- Diapers
- Wipes
- Adult Diapers
- Baby Food
- Snacks
- Cleaning Supplies
- Trash Bags
- Plastic Totes
- Coolers
- Unopened Socks, Underwear and T-shirts
 
 
Previous Story
There now have been three confirmed fatalities in Lenoir County due to Hurricane Matthew, while the Neuse River is expected to crest in Kinston late today.
 
Lenoir County Emergency Services says the river was at 28.5 feet at Kinston, and they expect the river to remain steady near 28.6 feet tonight. The Neuse will then start falling.
 
Thursday, river levels surpassed historic levels that were set 16 years ago. Then it crested at 27.7 feet.
 
Many roads remain closed in and around Kinston and a 9 pm - 7 am curfew remains in effect for both the city and the county.
 
A community donation center has opened at the old Expressions, located behind the Vernon Park Mall. It will be open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
 
Supplies needed:
• Toothbrushes and Toothpaste
• Towels and Wash Cloths
• Diapers
• Wipes
• Adult Diapers
• Baby Food
• Snacks
• Cleaning Supplies
• Trash Bags
• Plastic Totes
• Coolers
• Unopened Socks, Underwear and T-shirts
 
The Lenoir County SPCA is looking to set up a temporary shelter in the southern part of the county. If you have space available, with electricity and water, in the form of a building or large enclosed area, and would be willing to donate the space for stray and misplaced animals, please text or call Sherry @ 252-286-0178. The space would be needed until the flooding subsides and access is allowed to the shelter. Shelter staff and shelter volunteers would manage the care of the animals and would need to have 24-hour access.
 
Lenoir County enacted a debris management contract and crews will begin picking up storm related debris in the next few days in parts of the county that are accessible. This will include the City of Kinston, Town of La Grange and Town of Pink Hill. See the attached flyer for information about how to separate your debris and place it appropriately for pickup. Please ensure that your debris does not block roadways or storm drains. English -
 
Earlier this week, Kinston Mayor B.J. Murphy told WITN's Heather King that he was concerned at residents not taking evacuations seriously.
 
Residents we spoke with Thursday were taking notice of his warning.
 
"The ones that aren't taking it serious have never lived through something like this before," says Gary Hines, a lifelong Kinston resident. "We, the ones that have lived through it, we're taking it serious. I know what kind of damage it can do. I saw caskets floating down the river. I saw buildings collapse and under water."
 
About 150 National Guard troops are on the ground in Lenoir County and more than 200 people are currently in the county's two shelters.
 
Previous Story
 
The Neuse River in Kinston has now surpassed historic levels that were set 16 years ago.
 
New data shows the river level near 28 feet, while Hurricane Floyd had reached 27.70. The river is still expected to crest at 29 feet Friday afternoon.
 
There have now been two confirmed storm-related deaths in Lenoir County.
 
Governor Pat McCrory says the latest death involved a driver who went around a barricade and drowned after their vehicle ended up in a washed out road.
 
On Wednesday, authorities said a man died the day before while trying to retrieve animals from the flood.
 
So far, 22 people have died in the state because of the hurricane.
 
Kinston has a curfew from 9:00 p.m. Thursday to 7:00 a.m. Friday.
 
Previous Story
 
The Neuse River is expected to crest more than a foot above Hurricane Floyd levels as Governor Pat McCrory saw firsthand the flooding happening in Kinston today
 
McCrory warned people to stay out of the dangerous waters.
 
Already there have been 19 deaths by drowning in the state, as well as one other death because of Hurricane Matthew.
 
Two shelters are open with 205 occupants, and that's expected to increase.
 
There are 150 National Guard troops in Lenoir County and 50 Highway Patrol troopers.
 
Kinston Mayor B.J. Murphy implored people to get to high ground, as more homes and businesses are in danger of flooding now that the forecast for the Neuse will be well above the record level set by Hurricane Floyd.
 
Murphy is continuing to urge people in the mandatory evacuation zone to leave their homes today. There's been an ongoing effort by crews to make in-person contact with everyone asked to evacuate.
 
A new flood impact projection map was released Thursday, based on 29 foot level of the Neuse River. They expect the river to crest at that level Friday afternoon. You can view the new map under the "Related Documents" section on the right side of the screen.
 
Most major highways coming into Kinston are blocked by flood waters.
 
The US 70 Bypass is closed with people being detoured into Pitt & Craven counties. US 258 and Highway 58 are also closed, as is West Vernon Avenue just past Hull Road. Highway 11 south is closed toward Pink Hill, while 11 north to Greenville has reopened.
 
A community prayer meeting was held at Tiffany West Park Thursday morning.

Thousands of people didn't evacuate before Hurricane Matthew. Why not?
By Jennifer Horney
Texas A&M University/The Conversation , KSDK
http://www.wcnc.com/news/nation-now/thousands-of-people-didnt-evacuate-before-hurricane-matthew-why-not/337029588
 
As Hurricane Matthew approached the Atlantic coast earlier this month, more than 2.5 million people were told to evacuate in Florida, Georgia, South Carolina and North Carolina. Further orders were issued last week in eastern North Carolina, where devastating floods have killed 26 people.
 
Many residents followed these orders, but others stayed in place. In South Carolina, for example, estimates indicate that about 35 percent of residents under evacuation orders actually left their homes. In highly threatened coastal areas around Charleston and Beaufort the rate was about 50 percent. Florida Governor Rick Scott held multiple briefings urging people to leave storm zones. “Do not surf. Do not go to the beach. This [storm] will kill you,” Scott warned.
 
Hurricane Matthew illustrates the challenges of managing disaster evacuations effectively. Multiple factors influence decisions about evacuating, including residents’ genders, how long they have lived in their homes and their feelings of responsibility for friends and family members who decide not to move. Often people who remain are poor and highly vulnerable.
 
I study how communities prepare for, respond to and recover from disasters, including hurricanes and wildfires. As a public health researcher, I focus on potential health impacts and look for ways to use data to make communities and individuals more resilient against future disasters.
 
By understanding who is likely to obey or ignore evacuation orders, authorities can use data to reduce the number of false alarms and concentrate limited resources on groups who are most likely to choose to shelter in place. There is always a potential trade-off between mitigating risk and false alarms, but improved forecasting and better predisaster planning can dramatically reduce potential financial and opportunity costs of evacuating.
 
Gauging risk
 
Research shows that several factors strongly influence the decision to evacuate. One of the most important is previous disaster experience. Matthew was the first major hurricane to make landfall on the Atlantic coast of Florida since Wilma in 2005, so it probably was the first such experience for many people who moved there over the following decade.
 
People’s expectations and perceptions of risk also strongly influence their willingness to leave storm zones. Authorities issuing evacuation orders count on residents to remember positive experiences with evacuation or negative experiences from not evacuating.
 
The problem is that many people have short memories – even in highly vulnerable areas. In Charleston, hurricane evacuation experience during Hurricane Hugo in 1988 strongly predicted evacuation decisions four years later during Hurricane Emily. However, when Hurricane Fran made landfall some 170 miles to the north eight years later, many residents had adjusted their risk perceptions and decided not to evacuate. After all, there hadn’t been a bad hurricane in nearly 10 years.
 
A similar pattern occurred during Hurricane Katrina in 2005. After hundreds of thousands of Louisiana and Mississippi residents evacuated ahead of Hurricane Ivan in 2004, the storm weakened from Category 5 to Category 3 and moved east, making landfall in Baldwin, Alabama and causing minimal damage in Louisiana and Mississippi. As a result, many residents questioned the need to evacuate a year later as Katrina approached.
 
Protecting the most vulnerable
 
Cost is typically a weaker predictor of behavior. Generally, up to 75 percent of evacuees can stay with friends or family. But for those who cannot, the costs of fuel, hotel rooms and lost wages can significantly impact family budgets. One recent study calculated that evacuating before a Category 3 hurricane would cost a household approximately US$340 to $525. Timing matters too: Weekend evacuations can cost less, particularly for those without paid sick leave or vacation time.
 
While these costs may seem modest compared to the risks of staying in place, households that cannot afford to evacuate are also vulnerable in other ways. They are more likely to be located in flood plains or to live in mobile homes, and to lack reliable family transportation.
 
This is particularly true in the southeastern United States. Between 2000 and 2012 populations in the southeastern Atlantic and Gulf Coast census regions increased nearly twice as fast as the national average. Along with this growth, the proportion of coastal residents who are socially vulnerable – for example, who are elderly, work in low-wage service industry jobs or belong to racial and ethnic minorities – also rose. In eastern North Carolina, a high-poverty region, many residents displaced by post-Matthew flooding cannot afford to replace damaged goods or repair their homes.
 
But it’s not all about money. Residents who have personal transportation and the financial means to evacuate do not always go. Having a strong social support network tends to correlate positively with good health: For example, if you have a larger and stronger social network you have a lower risk of age-adjusted mortality. But in disasters those social support networks may actually represent responsibilities that prevent people from moving out of harm’s way.
 
This dynamic was clear in New Orleans during Hurricane Katrina. While many residents were criticized for failing to evacuate, they made this decision based on shared norms, local culture and traditions, responsibilities to social networks and a collective history that led them to trust their social networks rather than following instructions from authorities.
 
While the evacuation of New Orleans for Katrina was widely viewed as a debacle, it actually succeeded on many counts. According to the National Academy of Engineering, more people were able to leave the city in a shorter time than was even thought possible.
 
However, many who couldn’t move were triply vulnerable: they had low incomes or lacked transportation, lived in older homes in flood-prone neighborhoods and had little access to or influence on the development or implementation of local disaster plans and policies. We need to do more work to translate bad experiences like this into policies that can protect residents’ health and safety, while also respecting inherent community strengths that sometimes lead to evacuation failures.
 
Preparing for the next storm
 
It remains to be seen how well evacuations ahead of Hurricane Matthew succeeded. Available information indicates that 35 to 50 percent of people affected by mandatory evacuation orders throughout the storm zone complied. These rates are comparable to prior evacuations. And as in past storms, some coastal residents moved away from storm zones only to be trapped there by inland flooding.
 
As of October 16, 44 deaths had been attributed to Hurricane Matthew in the United States. They include residents who drowned after driving onto flooded roads; crush injuries and trauma from trees falling on homes and cars; and inappropriate use of generators. There will be more deaths and injuries as residents return home to clean up and are exposed to fallen power lines, mold and other stresses that exacerbate existing chronic health conditions.
 
It will take longer to calculate how many deaths and injuries could have been avoided if more people had followed evacuation orders, and to repair storm damage. Rebuilding, and making hard choices about where not to build again, will challenge residents and policymakers. But it is critical to grapple with these issues so we can do a better job responding to the next storm, which likely won’t be 10 years away.The Conversation
 
Jennifer Horney, Associate Professor of Epidemiology and Biostatictics, Texas A&M University
 
This article was originally published on The Conversation. Read the original article.
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Gov. McCrory tours flooded areas in eastern counties, updates relief efforts
BY JENNIFER SAYLOR 
WLOS
http://wlos.com/news/local/live-gov-mccrory-briefing-on-hurricane-matthew-aftermath
 
WLOS — New Bern, N.C. – Governor Pat McCrory visited flood-affected areas in Craven and Pender counties Monday, and provided an update on the ongoing recovery efforts in response to flooding brought by Hurricane Matthew.
 
"The teamwork and preparation by officials in Craven and Pender counties has helped save lives. While our recovery efforts are going strong, we still have many people who need assistance," said Governor McCrory. "The good news is that most of the rivers have now crested and are currently receding, but we still have a long way to go."
 
The number of storm-related fatalities now stands at 25. A previously reported fatality in Robeson County has since been attributed to a separate cause of death.
 
The governor announced that additional federal assistance is now available for residents in three counties. Martin County is now eligible for both public and individual assistance and individuals in Washington and Tyrrell counties can now apply for federal assistance.
 
Portions of the state remain under flood warnings. The Neuse River at Kinston also reached record high levels and is not expected to drop below major flood stage until late Wednesday.
 
The Lumber River is currently receding throughout Robeson County, and is expected to drop below major flood stage this afternoon.
 
The Tar River has dropped below major flood stage at Tarboro, but it is not expected to drop below major flood stage in Greenville until Tuesday morning. The Cape Fear River has now crested and is currently receding in all areas. All the rivers should be below flood stage by October 24 at the latest. Governor McCrory reiterated that there are no plans to voluntarily release water upstream from dams.
 
The number of statewide power outages continues to drop, down to only 1,900 from a peak of over 800,000.
 
Over 600 roads remain closed through central and eastern North Carolina due to damage or flooding, but Governor McCrory announced that the North Carolina Department of Transportation has re-opened I-95 Monday. The governor reminded drivers not to rely on GPS devices for road closure and detour information. Call 5-1-1 or download the ReadyNC app, for the latest road closure updates.
 
Monetary contributions to the North Carolina Disaster Relief Fund for Hurricane Matthew can be made by texting NCRECOVERS to 30306 or by visiting NCDisasterRelief.org.
 
Additionally, information regarding monetary donations to recognize North Carolina relief organizations can be found at NCVoad.org, a fast, flexible and effective method of assisting North Carolinians who are in need.

Pumps remove millions of gallons from flooded Princeville
By Steve Sbraccia
WNCN
http://wncn.com/2016/10/17/pumps-remove-millions-of-gallons-from-flooded-princeville/
 
PRINCEVILLE, N.C. (WNCN) – It will still take several days to lower water level in Princeville despite crews pumping millions of gallons of water from the area.
 
The Tar River swelled in the days following Hurricane Matthew, spilling millions of gallons of water across Princeville.
 
The levee held during the flood but water poured from around it.
 
“There is a sharp bend in the river and as the flow of water increased in the river channel the water went around the levee,” said Master Sgt. Timothy Ashley with the Army Corps of Engineers.
 
Pumps arrived in town October 14 and round-the-clock pumping has removed four-feet of water from behind the levee.
 
“We are at four-million gallons a day when all the pumps are operating,” said Ashley. “We’re very pleased. In the last three days, the water level has dropped four feet from behind the levee.”
 
It will still take several days before assessment teams can enter Princeville.
 
In the meantime, those who evacuated can do nothing but wait and make plans.
 
“It’s going to be a long road back, man. I moved here in 2004. It’s kinda devastating but we will get through it. Yep, we will,” said evacuee Reginald McClain.
 
There is still a lot of water left to pump and many don’t know how their neighborhood has been affected.
 
“I haven’t heard anything to help me understand where the water is from. All I saw was the main roads but not the back roads,” said evacuee William Marshall.
 
McClain said his thoughts are now of relocating.
 
“Try to find somewhere to stay. I’ve been pretty much out of my house since last Monday,” he said.
 
But despite the loss of property – some remain grateful.
 
“There are a lot who didn’t make it. Twenty-something died in the flood. I thank God I’m not one of them,” Mashall said.
 
On Monday, Gov. Pat McCrory said 25 people have died in north Carolina in Hurricane Matthew’s aftermath.

Grifton community members band together for those who have lost everything
By Jacqueline Matter
WNCT
http://wnct.com/2016/10/17/grifton-community-members-band-together-for-those-who-have-lost-everything/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
 
GRIFTON, N.C. (WNCT) – The town of Grifton was one of the most devastated areas in eastern Carolina with many homes completely underwater.
 
Folks WNCT’s Jaqueline Matter spoke with Monday said they can’t even make it across what is supposed to be a road to get to their homes.
 
But in the small town of Grifton, working together in a time of need is really what it’s all about.
 
That’s why the Caring Sisters Outreach has partnered with other volunteer organizations in Lenoir County to bring everything from clothes to food, diapers, hygiene products, even books and toys to those who have lost everything.
 
Organizers said what started as a small effort of giving back has turned into a widespread donation center, serving dozens of folks in Grifton daily.
 
“Everybody is trying to do things to help,” explained Cyndy Graham, Caring Sisters Outreach. “So whatever we can do to help or if you have stuff at home that you’re not using and you weren’t affected by the flood, there is somebody that could use it because they’ve lost everything.”
 
The donation center at Fast Tax will be open throughout the week from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. They also will be serving hot meals daily for those who come around lunch time.
 
And they’ll continue to accept donations, including school supplies as flood waters recede and many children will be in need as they head back to school.
 
One local man said he still cannot get to his house and is essentially starting his life over because when he last checked on his home by boat, all he could see was the roof.

Vanceboro looks at long road to recovery
By Elizabeth Tew
WNCT
http://wnct.com/2016/10/17/vanceboro-looks-at-long-road-to-recovery/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
 
VANCEBORO, N.C. (WNCT) – Vanceboro is recovering from Hurricane Matthew’s aftermath, but many driveways and front yards are still under water.
 
Craven County Commissioner Jason Jones said the road to recovery will be a long journey, especially for the local economy.
 
“Craven County has a lot of acreage of corn, beans, peanuts, sweet potatoes, cotton that are still in the field, and we have already taken a devastation in 2015,” Jones said. “Now this devastation from Hurricane Matthew is going to have great consequences on the agricultural community in rural Craven County.”
 
The Craven County emergency services director said more than 100 emergency calls were made in the county in relation to Matthew.
 
There were six emergency rescues and more than 40 trees that fell on homes.
 
About 60 road closures remain throughout the county, but the water does seem to be receding and NCDOT crews finally began to remove some road-closed signs from roads.

Wayne County Residents Continue to Recover From Flooding
By Amy Elliott
TWC News
http://www.twcnews.com/nc/triangle-sandhills/news/2016/10/17/wayne-county-residents-continue-to-recover-from-flooding.html
 
SEVEN SPRINGS-  Residents of Seven Springs in Wayne County are still reeling from flooding due to Hurricane Matthew.
 
Many roads remain blocked due to high water and trees are still keeping cars from going down some streets. One couple said this flooding is much worse than what they experienced with Hurricane Floyd. 
 
"I know we seem happy and everything, but inside there is a lot of turmoil because you don't know what you are going to do and where you are going to go and if we are even going to be able to come back," said Seven Springs resident, Robin Guevremont.
 
Wayne County Schools will remain closed until Thursday. 

Evacuated Moore County families return home to devastation from flooding
By Nate Rodgers
WNCN
http://wncn.com/2016/10/17/evacuated-moore-county-families-return-home-to-devastation-from-flooding/
 
LOBELIA, N.C. (WNCN) — Last week, nearly 200 Moore County residents were evacuated in fear that the Woodlake dam would collapse as Hurricane Matthew dumped nearly 7 inches of rain in the area.
 
On Sunday, officials say water levels have lowered and people could return to their homes.
 
Still, massive flooding left many homes ruined.
 
The majority of residents evacuated lived in the Lobelia community, which is just southeast of Vass.
 
Previous story: Mandatory evacuation still in place near Moore County’s Woodlake Dam
 
During a drive though the area, the devastating impact from last week’s historic flooding is evident.
 
At nearly every home in Lobelia the image is the same: Wet clothes and rugs hanging over fences, piles of debris scattered and cars with their hood and doors open, just to dry out.
 
“We lost pretty much everything except what we had inside the house,” said Angela Taylor.
 
The Taylor family’s home was damaged and four vehicles they own were flooded.
 
Despite the loss, Taylor and her family calls themselves blessed.
 
They stayed with friends while the mandatory evacuation was in place.
 
Their property along Circle Drive has flooded in the past, but never this bad.
 
“We’ve seen the water get up high before, so we’ve stayed, never really no problems,” Taylor said.
 
As the family works to get things back in order, they anticipate a rough road ahead.
 
Many of their timeless possessions are now destroyed.
 
“We had baby dolls that were passed down from generations, all those gone, pictures, everything, furniture,” said Taylor
 
And since Moore County is not considered a federal disaster area, Taylor says working with insurance companies is another headache.
 
“Flood insurance, like I said they only pay what’s in the house, homeowners they will not pay for anything because it was due to flood, renters insurance they don’t pay for anything because it was a flood so you’re back and forth between the insurance companies and nobody wants to do anything,” she said.

GOVERNOR VISITS RELIEF CENTER FOR FLOOD VICTIMS IN BURGAW
By: Taylor Yakowenko 
WWAY
http://www.wwaytv3.com/2016/10/17/governor-visits-relief-center-for-flood-victims-in-burgaw/
 
BURGAW, NC (WWAY) — Governor Pat McCrory made a stop at a hurricane relief center in Burgaw today while back in the Cape Fear getting a first hand look at the recovery process in our region after Hurricane Matthew.
 
“We’re finally getting into the recovery stage,” said McCrory.
 
McCrory said almost all power and water systems are back in place and with water levels receding in most areas, that is good news moving forward. But he warns that the road ahead is still a long one.
 
“A lot of people are going to be suffering for a long time and we’ve got to do everything we can to get them back on their feet,” McCrory said.
 
For now, a top priority is getting those who still remain in shelters into more stable and permanent housing.
 
“Many of the towns of 500 to 2,000 people don’t have hotels that we can immediately move them to, and some of the hotels were flooded,” Mccrory said.
 
He said a lot of the areas that were hit the worst were poor areas that cannot afford the losses they sustained.
 
“Well this week I’ll be announcing, during the next several days, we’re going to have a long term recovery group working on and helping those people that can least afford this hurricane impacting them,” McCrory said.
 
He said during this recovery process his team will look at ways to improve infrastructure to prevent flooding like this in the future. Some of their plans might surprise you.
 
“We’re going to look at the whole beaver dam population. Because apparently in the swamps behind these cities, it didn’t allow the water to flow,” McCrory said.
 
He adds that they way communities have come together through all of this is what represents the absolute best qualities of North Carolina.
 
If you would still like to help out, Reverend Ted Mercer at gateway Community Church said the items they need most right now are things like underwear, socks, rubber boots, and cleaning supplies.
 

Volunteers resume campaign work after Hillsborough GOP office firebombed
By Kathryn Brown
WRAL
http://www.wral.com/volunteers-resume-campaign-work-after-hillsborough-gop-office-firebombed/16125657/#pdTxYreIywq7geI7.99
 
HILLSBOROUGH, N.C. — Multiple agencies are continuing to investigate after the Republican Party headquarters in Hillsborough was burned and vandalized over the weekend.
 
Volunteers resumed their campaign work from a mobile office Monday morning after a flammable substance, which was contained in a bottle and thrown through one of the building’s front windows, burned some furniture and damaged the interior of the building. Officers said graffiti that included a swastika and the words “Nazi Republicans leave town or else” were also spray painted on an adjacent building.
 
On Monday, a soot-covered American flag sat outside the headquarters, a reflection of the charred interior of the building.
 
“I looked at Facebook and … it was like something went over me. Not cold chills, it was just a feeling and my heart hurt,” said Orange County GOP Vice Chair Evelyn Poole-Kober.
 
Poole-Kober volunteers countless hours at the Republican Party headquarters and takes issue with those who refer to the damage done to the building as vandalism.
 
“When you throw a bomb through a window that has something explosive and fire in it, that is way beyond vandalism. I mean, there was intent to destroy,” she said.
 
In a 911 call, a woman who discovered the damage said she didn’t see flames or smoke when she arrived on the scene, but the building smelled heavily of smoke.
 
“They obviously threw something that was flaming through the window at the Republican Party, and I’m not sure what damage is inside. I’m not about to go inside and look,” the caller said.
 
“They threw some sort of firebomb through the window because it’s smoked up under the porch and all around the window frame, and I walked close and didn’t go any further, but I can smell smoke so obviously it went out on its own or didn’t work well, and if it is some sort of incinerator device, I certainly am not going around it,” the caller said.
 
The caller, who said she owned the adjacent building, said there was no damage to that structure other than the graffiti.
 
“There is nothing here other than that very racist sign hanging on the side of my building because I guess my wall was big enough for the Republican Party so see,” she said.
 
Hillsborough police said the incident happened sometime between 9 p.m. Saturday and 9 a.m. Sunday. They are working with the Orange County Sheriff’s Office, the State Bureau of Investigation, the ATF and the FBI to narrow the time frame.
 
“This is not who Orange County Hillsborough is. This is totally anarchist. It’s trying to upset our county, trying to upset our town, and we won’t have no part of it,” said volunteer Daniel Ashley. “We’ll be here. We’ll be here until the election.”
 
Police have not released any suspect information in connection with the incident. There are no cameras at the office, authorities said.

ECU student-athletes affected by flooding giving back to community
By Zora Stephenson
WNCT
http://wnct.com/2016/10/17/ecu-student-athletes-affected-by-flooding-giving-back-to-community/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
 
GREENVILLE, N.C. (WNCT) – Dozens of ECU student-athletes were forced to move out of their homes thanks to flooding from Hurricane Matthew.
 
The majority of those are football players, who didn’t miss a beat last week despite flooding in our area.
 
For ECU football, Hurricane Matthew didn’t mess things up too much. As far as the players are concerned, [it was] business as usual.
 
“Lifts, then we have practice and meetings,” said James Summers, ECU football. That was until he came home one day last week. Summers saw barricades, standing water, and road closures. “They came through on a fire truck and had a speaker. And they just told everyone they need to evacuate immediately.”
 
Due to flooding from Hurricane Matthew, Summers and 28 other football players were forced to pack their bags and leave.
 
“I started to panic a little bit, ‘cause I just got out of practice that day,” said Summers. “So coming home to that was pretty hectic.”
 
But Pirates aren’t ones to sit in self-pity.
 
Despite being personally affected by Hurricane Matthew, Summers and a handful of other athletes are giving back to a community, that’s given so much to them.
 
“This is scary though,” admitted Summers.
 
Members of just about every athletic team at ECU spent their Monday morning at Cypress Glen in Greenville making sure residents can return to normalcy as soon as possible.
 
“It’s really hard to see your community kind of go through things like that, but I’m glad that we are able to be here to help them,” said Michelle Castro, women’s tennis.
 
As for Summers, he’s now back home and is glad the water mark wasn’t anywhere near his front door.
 
“I’m very thankful, obviously, because some of these people lost a lot of things.” said Summers.

I-95 reopens in NC; flooding keeps power out in some areas
By Rachel Chason
News & Observer
http://www.newsobserver.com/news/weather/article108781677.html#storylink=cpy
 
RALEIGH 
Interstate 95 has reopened in Robeson County, but more than 1,700 homes and businesses there remained without power Monday morning, 9 days after Hurricane Matthew dropped flooding rains on Eastern North Carolina.
 
The outages in Robeson represent more than half the 3,200 homes and businesses in the state still without power as the day began – a sign of how hard that area was hit by the storm.
 
At the peak of the hurricane, which brought torrential rains and high winds to the state, some 900,000 homes and businesses were without power in North Carolina, according to Gov. Pat McCrory. The remaining outages are concentrated in areas still affected by flooding, where outages cannot be repaired until water recedes, said Duke Energy spokesperson Meghan Miles.
 
“It could be weeks before we see water recede and are able to send crews,” Miles said. “We’ll have to assess the damage at each specific location where we saw an outage and then begin repairs or even rebuilding part of the system or equipment.”
 
About 600 roads remained closed Monday in central and eastern North Carolina, including U.S. 70 at Kinston. Southbound I-95 is restricted to one lane in two places, near Benson and north of Lumberton, but for the first time since the storm, the interstate highways in eastern North Carolina are open.
 
The rivers have all crested. The Tar River is expected to drop below major flood stage in Greenville on Tuesday morning, according to the National Weather Service, and the Neuse River at Kinston is expected to drop below major flood stage late Wednesday. Pumps are working to pull water out of Princeville over the dike and back into the Tar River.
 
McCrory said Monday that 28 shelters are still open and that getting people out of those and into hotels and rental housing is a priority. McCrory also said 36,000 people have registered for individual federal assistance and that already $17.7 million in federal money has been sent to individuals for help with clothing, housing and other needs.
 
McCrory said that on Wednesday he will announce the formation of a task force to oversee long-term recovery efforts. He said the task force’s work will include evaluating where and whether to rebuild in some areas.
 
“What I don’t want to have is have this happen again,” he said.
 
The cities with the highest numbers of Hurricane-related power outages are Lumberton, Clinton, Kinston and Goldsboro, according to Miles of Duke Energy, who said the company believes all power outages in non-flooded areas due to Hurricane Matthew have been restored.
 
Three days after Matthew hit, the Lumber River peaked at Lumberton at approximately 22 feet, nine feet above flood stage, said Eric Muecke, a spokesman for the Robeson County Emergency Operations Center. The waters were expected to fall from major to moderate flood stage on Monday, but the county doesn’t expect the river to drop below minor flood stage until next Thursday, Oct. 27.
 
“It’s a matter of waiting for the water to recede so we can get to them,” Muecke said, referring to people who remain without power.
 
North Carolina’s electric cooperatives had approximately 400 co-op members without power on Monday, said Lindsey Listrom, the communications manager for N.C. Electric Cooperatives. The 26 North Carolina cooperatives – which serve approximately 2.5 million people – reported 74,000 outages one week ago and a peak of 270,000 outages.
 
“All of our members are reconnected that can be reconnected,” Listrom said. “Some areas are still flooded, and crews are monitoring those areas as waters recede.”
 
She said that “flooding and washed out roads” prevented co-op crews from restoring power to the remaining customers, who are scattered across Wayne, Lenoir, Bladen, Robeson and Pender counties.
 
“Safety is a big concern for co-op members and crews,” Listrom said. “Reconnecting power in flooded areas can be dangerous, so we’re making sure to go about that process very carefully.”
 
Rachel Chason: 919-829-4629

Governor visits, tours flooded areas in Craven, Pender counties
By Gov. McCrory's press office
WCTI
http://www.wcti12.com/news/governor-visits-tours-flooded-areas-in-craven-pender-counties/123096288
 
Governor Pat McCrory visited flood-affected areas in Craven and Pender counties Monday and provided an update on the ongoing recovery efforts in response to flooding brought by Hurricane Matthew.
 
"The teamwork and preparation by officials in Craven and Pender counties has helped save lives. While our recovery efforts are going strong, we still have many people who need assistance," said Governor McCrory. "The good news is that most of the rivers have now crested and are currently receding, but we still have a long way to go."
 
The number of storm-related fatalities now stands at 25. A previously reported fatality in Robeson County has since been attributed to a separate cause of death.
 
The governor announced that additional federal assistance is now available for residents in three counties. Martin County is now eligible for both public and individual assistance and individuals in Washington and Tyrrell counties can now apply for federal assistance.
 
Portions of the state remain under flood warnings. The Neuse River at Kinston also reached record-high levels and is not expected to drop below major flood stage until late Wednesday. The Lumber River is currently receding throughout Robeson County, and is expected to drop below major flood stage this afternoon.
 
The Tar River has dropped below major flood stage at Tarboro, but it is not expected to drop below major flood stage in Greenville until Tuesday morning. The Cape Fear River has now crested and is currently receding in all areas. All the rivers should be below flood stage by October 24 at the latest. Governor McCrory reiterated that there are no plans to voluntarily release water upstream from dams.
 
The number of statewide power outages continues to drop, down to only 1,900 from a peak of over 800,000.
 
 
 
Over 600 roads remain closed through central and eastern North Carolina due to damage or flooding, but Governor McCrory announced that the North Carolina Department of Transportation has re-opened I-95 today. The governor reminded drivers not to rely on GPS devices for road closure and detour information. Call 5-1-1 or download the ReadyNC app, for the latest road closure updates.
 
Monetary contributions to the North Carolina Disaster Relief Fund for Hurricane Matthew can be made by texting NCRECOVERS to 30306 or by visiting NCDisasterRelief.org. This is one of the best ways to help fund long-term recovery efforts. Additionally, information regarding monetary donations to recognize North Carolina relief organizations can be found at NCVoad.org, a fast, flexible and effective method of assisting North Carolinians who are in need.
 
Monetary contributions help ensure a steady flow of important services to those impacted.
Monetary contributions to recognized disaster relief organizations are a fast, flexible and effective method of donating. Organizations on the ground know what items and quantities are needed.
Local organizations spend the money in the local affected community, accelerating its economic recovery.
Monetary donations, rather than un-solicited donated goods, avoid the complicated, costly and time-consuming process of collecting, transporting and distributing these goods.
For more information about hurricane recovery in your area, call 2-1-1. For more details about Hurricane Matthew impacts and relief efforts, vist the Hurricane Matthew resource site. Follow N.C. Emergency Management on Twitter and Facebook for the latest on Hurricane Matthew.
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N.C. film industry adapts to production lull as HB2 lingers
By Hunter Ingram
StarNews 
http://www.starnewsonline.com/news/20161017/nc-film-industry-adapts-to-production-lull-as-hb2-lingers
 
WILMINGTON -- Mention HB2 to those in the film industry and, in return, it's likely to be met with a pause and a change of subject.
 
More than six months after it was signed into law by N.C. Gov. Pat McCrory, talk of House Bill 2 -- which requires people use public restrooms that correspond to the gender on their birth certificate -- is deafening as the country and the state marches toward an election.
 
 
The law has been charged by some with being discriminatory to the LGBT community and a step backward for inclusiveness, a claim national organizations and personalities like the NBA, NCAA, PayPal and Bruce Springsteen have used in pulling their events and business from the state.
 
But the film industry, which many see as directly impacted by the law, has remained largely silent in the conversation, likely as a means of distancing itself from the controversial bill.
 
Only a few production companies with active business in the state -- Turner Broadcasting and A&E Networks among them -- have publicly opposed the bill, vowing to take future business elsewhere.
 
Other industry organizations, both locally and on the West Coast, did not return calls requesting comment.
 
HB2 arrives at a time when the state's film industry is still struggling to reestablish itself after the N.C. General Assembly killed its attractive 25 percent incentive in 2014 and instituted a $10 million grant program. It was later upped to $30 million for the 2015-16 and 2016-17 fiscal years.
 
As state leaders squabbled over the issue, productions backed away from North Carolina to do business in states offering more stable and long-term incentives.
 
Wilmington Regional Film Commission director Johnny Griffin said when he speaks to film clients, they acknowledge awareness of the bill and the grant changes. But none have yet to receive orders from on high to sever relationships with Wilmington or the state, he said.
 
 
"Those aren't the calls we're getting," he said.
 
Once in place, the grant's first round of $30 million quickly went to productions across the state, including the first seasons of TNT’s “Good Behavior” and History channel’s “Six” shot in Wilmington this year.
 
But the second round, which began accepting applications July 1, remains untouched more than three months after becoming available. State film office director Guy Gaster said no viable applications had been submitted to the Department of Commerce.
 
Not helping matters is the grant's approaching end date. No funding is in place beyond the current fiscal year, which Griffin said doesn't allow studios the chance to plan long-term projects in the state.
 
Whether the combination of the short-sighted grant and HB2 is, indeed, contributing to the continued lag in production, EUE/Screen Gems Studios is left to to get creative to compensate for the lull.
 
Helping to fill a few vacant stages next month will be the studio's first bit of production since “Good Behavior” and “Six” wrapped in July.
 
Long-in-production feature film "Bolden" will make its fourth trip to Wilmington, while "Good Behavior" will return for four days of additional filming.
 
 
"It’s not a whole television show, but it keeps people employed and us busy on the lot," said Bill Vassar, EUE/Screen Gems Studios executive vice president. "We are using the facility as best we can."
 
During the industry's slow periods, the studio -- which filed for bankruptcy twice before EUE/Screen Gems' ownership -- has relied on renting out equipment from it's on-site lighting and grip department's equipment.
 
Vassar said the studio has recently made an "aggressive approach" to productions in Charleston, Atlanta and Savannah. The equipment also went to the first presidential debate and overseas to be part of the Rio Olympics.
 
In a new method of outreach to the community -- and a sign of the times -- the gated studio has opened the doors of a vacant stage to Cape Fear Volleyball, which was displaced from its regular practice space. Vassar said the deal does not bring in much revenue, only covering overhead. The American Red Cross also used the lot as its regional base for supplies and staff during Hurricane Matthew.
 
Johnny Griffin, director of the Wilmington Regional Film Commission, admitted his office doesn’t engage in much conversation about HB2 because it is a “sensitive subject” and he is not the one with the choice to make.
 
“We are not a company making a decision whether or not to do business in North Carolina,” he said, noting HB2 is still the "elephant in the room.”
 
Diagnosing the film industry with an HB2 problem, however, is not a leap Griffin said can be made unequivocally, assigning much of the talk to the rumor mill.
 
 
Gaster agreed that HB2's possible impact is hard to gauge.
 
“Yes, our call volume is down, but that was also the situation after the change to the film incentive,” he said.
 
State officials who support film are more willing to assign blame to HB2.
 
N.C. Sen. Dan Blue, D-Wake, met with local film industry leaders in September to get a better handle on the situation.
 
“It was confirmed in talking to industry leaders that even if you had incentives or grants, until something is done about HB2, the major players in the industry are not interested in coming to North Carolina,” he said.
 
Susi Hamilton, D-New Hanover, has been up front about her belief HB2 is dealing a blow to the industry.
 
"The relationship is there," she said. "At the highest levels, people who make decisions of where (to film) have told us they would send back 'Six' and 'Good Behavior' (for subsequent seasons), but any new productions until HB2 is gone will not consider North Carolina."
 
 
With the future of HB2 unknown, Vassar remains positive the industry will return in force, but said adapting to the circumstances is necessary.
 
"As soon as we can deal with the issues that need to be dealt with, we will be cooking again," he said. "We've had lulls before and we found our ways through them."
 
Reporter Hunter Ingram can be reached at 910-343-2327 or Hunter.Ingram@StarNewsOnline.com.
 

McCrory to visit firebombed GOP headquarters in Hillsborough
N&O
http://www.newsobserver.com/news/local/community/chapel-hill-news/article108772297.html
 
HILLSBOROUGH 
Gov. Pat McCrory will discuss the firebombing at the Orange County Republican Headquarters during a visit to the Hillsborough campaign office this evening.
 
A flaming bottle was thrown through a window of the office and a swastika and “Nazi Republicans leave town or else” were painted in black on the side of an adjacent building overnight Saturday.
 
The inside of the office, which contained campaign signs and other election materials, was blackened by soot, and broken glass littered the floor Sunday evening. Office equipment, including a printer, had melted.
 
Hillsborough Police Department investigators met with local, state and federal investigators Monday morning as the investigation continues.
 
“We are taking this incident very seriously and have significant resources at the local, state and federal level committed to this investigation,” Police Chief Duane Hampton said. “We continue to ask for anyone with any information to come forward.”
 
The time frame for the crime has been narrowed to between midnight Saturday and 8:54 a.m. Sunday, when a 911 call was made by a nearby business owner, according to a town news release. The Police Department has received a recording of the 911 call, and it is being released to the public with editing to protect the individual reporting.
 
The approximately 4-minute call notes a smell of smoke, no visible flames but signs of the use of an incendiary device at the Republican Party headquarters, located at 347 Ja-Max Drive in the Shops at Daniel Boone.
 
“Someone has firebombed through the window of the Republican Party next to me and sprayed all over the side of my building, ‘Nazi Republicans leave town or else,’” the caller reported.
 
The caller further reported: “They threw some sort of firebomb through the window because it smoked up under the porch and all around the window frame. … I can smell smoke, so obviously it went out on its own or didn’t work well, but it is some sort of incendiary device.”
 
Hillsborough investigators are working as a team with the federal and state bureaus of investigation, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and the Orange County Sheriff’s Office to follow leads and investigative steps. The Secret Service also is supporting the investigation. They are canvassing and conducting interviews in the area; following up on tips; seeking additional evidence, such as any video footage in the area; and processing collected evidence.
 
“I’m appreciative of our law enforcement expertise and cooperation across agencies to uncover who is behind this reprehensible act,” Hillsborough Mayor Tom Stevens said. “Especially given the national attention we are receiving, I’m extremely appreciative for everybody who is using this as an opportunity to pull our community together, rather than promote division.”
 
Anyone with information about the crime is asked to contact Hillsborough Investigator Jon Purvis by email or by phone at 919-732-9381, ext. 37. Information also may be left anonymously through the town’s website or by calling the Hillsborough Police Department’s tip line at 919-732-3975. The phone line is routed directly to voicemail and does not record callers’ phone numbers.
 
Read more here: http://www.newsobserver.com/news/local/crime/article108631592.html#storylink=cpy
 
HOW TO HELP
 
Read more here: http://www.newsobserver.com/news/local/community/chapel-hill-news/article108772297.html#storylink=cpy
 

Federal government approves assistance for Craven County
WCTI
http://www.wcti12.com/123037176
 
Following his visit to New Bern earlier Monday, Governor Pat McCrory has announced that federal individual assistance is now available for residents of Craven County affected by recent flooding. Last week, the county qualified for public assistance.
 
“Earlier today I mentioned that getting this approval was one of our top priorities,” said Governor McCrory. “I’m glad that the federal government has approved our request for needed additional assistance for the residents affected by Hurricane Matthew in Craven County."
 
Earlier, the governor announced that additional federal assistance is now available for residents in three counties. Martin County is eligible for both public and individual assistance and individuals in Washington and Tyrrell counties can apply for federal assistance. To date, 37 counties in eastern and central North Carolina have received public assistance, while 27 counties have now qualified for individual assistance.
 
Monetary contributions to the North Carolina Disaster Relief Fund for Hurricane Matthew can be made by texting NCRECOVERS to 30306 or by visiting NCDisasterRelief.org. This is one of the best ways to help fund long-term recovery efforts. Additionally, information regarding monetary donations to recognize North Carolina relief organizations can be found at NCVoad.org, a fast, flexible and effective method of assisting North Carolinians who are in need.
1. Monetary contributions help ensure a steady flow of important services to those impacted. 
1. Monetary contributions to recognized disaster relief organizations are a fast, flexible and effective method of donating. Organizations on the ground know what items and quantities are needed. 
1. Local organizations spend the money in the local affected community, accelerating its economic recovery. 
1. Monetary donations, rather than un-solicited donated goods, avoid the complicated, costly and time-consuming process of collecting, transporting and distributing these goods. 
For more information about hurricane recovery in your area, call 2-1-1. For more details about Hurricane Matthew impacts and relief efforts, vist the Hurricane Matthew resource site. Follow N.C. Emergency Management on Twitter and Facebook for the latest on Hurricane Matthew.

NC Republican leader’s email compromised hours after county office firebombed
WBTV
http://wncn.com/2016/10/17/nc-republican-leaders-email-compromised-hours-after-county-office-firebombed/
 
RALEIGH, N.C. (WBTV) — The Executive Director of the North Carolina Republican Party says his email was compromised just hours after someone threw a bottle of flammable liquid through the window of Orange County’s GOP headquarters.
 
The “firebombing” happened Sunday and caused campaign signs, supplies and furniture to catch fire before burning itself out. A swastika and “Nazi Republicans get out of town or else” were spray painted on the side of an adjacent building.
 
Monday morning, an email was sent to a distribution list for NCGOP Executive Director Dallas Woodhouse.
 
Related story: Republican HQ in Orange County firebombed with Molotov cocktail, police say
 
The email was sent Monday morning and appeared to be a document entitled “GOP-financial_Document.pdf” that was located in a Drop Box account.
 
Several hours later Woodhouse sent an email to the distribution listed with the subject line “WARNING: Do not click ‘GOP-Financial_Document’.”
 
Woodhouse said the link was part of a phishing email sent to all of his contacts with a “link to a counterfeit site pretending to be dropbox. I did not send those emails.”
 
“The linked website in the email will try to trick you into putting your email address and password to ‘sign in’,” he warned recipients. “DO NOT enter your email or password on that counterfeit site (or on any non-verified, non-SSL secured site).”
 
He then warned anyone who entered a password to change their passwords immediately and “never use that password again, for anything, ever.”
 
Woodhouse said his account has since been secured and apologized for the inconvenience.
 
Online some people were linking the email hack with the firebombing of NCGOP’s offices.
 
Woodhouse, himself, called Sunday’d bombing “political terrorism.”
 
“Whether you are Republican, Democrat or Independent, all Americans should be outraged by this hate-filled and violent attack against our democracy,” Woodhouse said. “Everyone in this country should be free to express their political viewpoints without fear for their own safety.”
 
Gov. Pat McCrory Sunday called it “an attack on our democracy.”
 
“Violence has no place in our society – but especially in our elections,” he said. “I will use every resource as governor to assist local authorities in this investigation.”
 
An online campaign reportedly set up by a group of Democrats to help rebuild the firebombed Republican party headquarters met and surpassed its $10,000 goal only 40 minutes.
 
Democrats behind the GoFundMe page referred to the spray painted message as “an abhorrent threat.” The group said its online campaign is aimed at helping the office reopen as soon as possible.
 
The campaign is not an official effort of the Democratic Party, but rather the work of a group of supportive Democrats. The group said they hoped to make a statement against such tactics.
 
The burning of the office has been condemned by leaders of both parties nationwide.
 
Copyright 2016 WBTV. All rights reserved.

Hurricane Matthew's devastating floods leave states reeling
By Catherine E. Shoichet and Jamiel Lynch
CNN
http://www.cnn.com/2016/10/17/us/hurricane-matthew-impact-snapshot/index.html?sr=twCNN101716hurricane-matthew-impact-snapshot0706PMStoryGalPhoto&linkId=30037998
 
(CNN)It's been more than a week since Hurricane Matthew socked the Southeast with powerful winds and torrential rains. But parts of the region are still reeling.
 
North Carolina is facing devastating floods, and governors in several states are asking for help.
 
The storm killed 45 people in the United States. More than half of the victims were in North Carolina, where 25 people died due to Matthew, Gov. Pat McCrory said Monday, revising an earlier tally that had listed a higher death toll in the state.
 
Even though the weather has improved, dangers from flooding remain, the governor warned.
"Everyone assumes it's safe. It's not safe right now," he said. "If you're near water, water will kill you."
 
Here are the latest details on the storm's impact in the United States:
 
Flooding: In some areas, the floodwaters are receding. But in other places, the worst is yet to come. The Waccamaw River near Conway, South Carolina, is expected to crest Monday night at its highest stage in history, according to the National Weather Service.
 
"It will be a couple of weeks before we see all the water go away," South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley said.
 
In North Carolina, emergency officials predict that it will be a week before all the state's rivers are below flood stage.
 
Power outages: At its peak, Matthew left more than 2.5 million customers without power across five states, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration. By Monday, more than a week later, the lights were back on in most places, officials said.
 
In North Carolina, where nearly 900,000 customers were without power during the height of the storm, about 1,800 customers didn't have power on Monday, McCrory said. In South Carolina, about 5,300 customers still don't have power, Haley said.
 
Damage estimates: The tally of how much damage Matthew left behind is ongoing. North Carolina officials are already saying more than 100,000 structures worth at least $1.5 billion were impacted by the storm, but they haven't released details about the damage. So far, McCrory said Monday, federal officials have granted $17.7 million to North Carolina in the past 10 days.
 
Farming could be one of the hardest-hit sectors, the governor said, affecting everything from crops such as peanuts and sweet potatoes to livestock like poultry and pigs.
 
"We will not know the long-term impact for weeks to come," McCrory said, "but it could have a major, devastating impact on our (agricultural) community."
 
CNN's Donie O'Sullivan contributed to this report

WATER GOING DOWN IN SOME AREAS - MATTHEW DEATH TOLL DROPS TO 25
WTVD
http://abc11.com/weather/matthew-death-toll-drops-to-25/1553274/
 
RALEIGH (WTVD) -- Just over a week after Hurricane Matthew, officials said the river levels have begun to drop. The waters are slowly receding but not fast enough for North Carolina towns that are still flooded. Officials have estimated at least $1.5 billion in damage to 100,000 homes, businesses, and government buildings.
 
Governor Pat McCrory said at a news conference in New Bern Monday that the death toll for the state has dropped to 25. A Robeson County death blamed on the storm has now been attributed to another cause.
 
In Princeville, six pumps are draining about 1.6 million gallons of water per hour, but it could still be days before officials can get into the town. In Moore County, eight pumps are in the process of lowering water levels at the Woodlake Dam.
 
State officials said that all rivers are expected to be below flood stage by October 24. Greenville, Tarboro, and Goldsboro should return to normal by Thursday.
 
Schools in Edgecombe, Johnston, Lenoir, and Sampson counties are closed Monday. Cumberland County, Harnett County, and Clinton City schools have a two-hour delay. On Tuesday, Johnston County schools will have a two-hour delay.
 
There have been 2,300 rescues since Hurricane Matthew hit, and for the first time Friday night, McCrory said there were no rescues necessary. Remarkably, two healthy babies were born in mobile hospitals in very rough conditions.
 
Here's what you need to know: 
Evacuations in Lumberton, Princeville, Kinston, Lenoir County, Vass, and Goldsboro
 
Edgecombe, Johnston, Lenoir, and Sampson county schools are closed Monday. Cumberland County, Harnett County, and Clinton City schools have a two-hour delay Monday
 
Moore County is no longer under evacuation order
 
A boil water advisory has been issued for parts of Wayne County
 
A boil water advisory has been lifted for Johnston County, with the following exceptions: Mulberry Road, Parkertown Road, Adams Road, 678-1723 Five Points Road, Shadowwood Road, Three Sisters Drive, Berneze Court, Fred Circle, Millennium Court, Otter Hole Drive, Princeton Kenly Road and Ralph Drive
 
25 people in North Carolina have died.
 
I-95 and I-40 have reopened.
 
All rivers are expected to return to below flood stage by October 24.
 
2,521 people remain without power across the state
 
There are about 2,179 people in 35 emergency shelters
 
Gov. McCrory said there have been 26 storm-related deaths in NC because of Hurricane Matthew
 
McCrory has said that he had one of the most emotional days of his life Friday, touring the devastated towns across eastern N.C.
 
"While our recovery efforts are going strong, we still have many people who need assistance," said Governor McCrory Monday. "The good news is that most of the rivers have now crested and are currently receding, but we still have a long way to go."
 
In Princeville, nearly 80 percent of the town is underwater. About 2,220 people have been evacuated from the historic town.
 
Those who qualify for individual and public assistance in Edgecombe County can call (252) 824-0108 for help.
 
McCrory says of the 25 people in North Carolina who have died because of the storm, almost all of them have been vehicle-related deaths.
 
The latest deaths were in Cumberland County and Wayne County. The governor said they were each found in submerged vehicles.
 
"This has been the cause of nearly every one of our deaths, either people walking or being caught in their cars," McCrory said Saturday morning.
 
Get the latest breaking news updates on the ABC11 news app
 
Thursday, US Army Specialist Timothy Smith and Sgt. First Class Timothy White did not hesitate to dive in and rescue a black Labrador from the flood.
 
McCrory said as he's toured the hardest hit areas, it's clear to him that it's the poorest of the poor in North Carolina who have suffered the most as flood water has inundated neighborhoods, severely damaging homes and ruining cars.
 
He asked the nation to dig into its pockets to help out.
 
"These people have nothing. Nothing. And if you want to help, now is the time to help these people," he said. "They are sitting right now in high school gyms. There are whole families."
 
McCory said the state has activated the NC Disaster Relief Fund in partnership with the United Way.
 
If you have items to donate like water or clothes, dial 211 and someone will direct you on where to go.
 
The Red Cross and Salvation Army are partnering with the county to help the donation center.
 
For people stuck in shelters, McCrory said the state is working with Walmart to get long-term prescriptions to people who need their medicine.
 
The goal is to get people in shelters into hotels and rental property while their homes are flooded or remain too damaged inhabit. Some will be moved to long-term FEMA housing when it becomes available.
 

Last four years ‘hard to watch,’ singer James Taylor says in Roy Cooper campaign stop
BY MARK SCHULTZ
N&O
http://www.newsobserver.com/news/local/community/chapel-hill-news/article108736317.html
 
CARRBORO 
As a kid, James Taylor would play with his dog in Chapel Hill’s Morgan Creek, the inspiration for the song “Copperline.”
 
His mother, he told a group of campaign workers Sunday, would walk the picket lines at Chapel Hill’s black movie theater.
 
 “Look at the contrast. Look at the differences in the candidates,” Attorney General Roy Cooper told campaign workers Sunday, Oct. 16, 2016, in Carrboro, NC. “There’s a lot of money on the other side, and they’re going to put it to work. We're going to put our people to work.”
“Look at the contrast. Look at the differences in the candidates,” Attorney General Roy Cooper told campaign workers Sunday, Oct. 16, 2016, in Carrboro, NC. “There’s a lot of money on the other side, and they’re going to put it to work. We're going to put our people to work.” Mark Schultz mschultz@newsobserver.com
“This was a segregated community in 1959,” the Rock and Roll Hall of Famer said at Democratic headquarters on East Main Street, across from the ArtsCenter and Cat’s Cradle music club.
 
“My mother walked the picket lines right across the street at the all-black movie theater,” he said, gesturing outside the window. “You couldn’t go to the Carolina or Varsity (theaters) if you were black.”
 
It was a different time, but also an exciting time, the longtime Democratic candidate supporter said. Four years ago, Taylor sang his signature “Carolina in My Mind” to Obama campaign workers in a parking lot off Franklin Street.
 
There was no guitar this time, just the tall, lanky musician speaking from his heart, at one point, words catching in his throat.
 
His father was born in Morganton, N.C., and attended UNC in the late 1930s, later becoming dean of the medical school.
 
“He was part of the progressive miracle, really, that happened around the commitment to education in North Carolina,” Taylor said.
 
“The benefits of that, with the Research Triangle, with the university system in North Carolina ... I felt as though I was part of a new chapter in North Carolina. It was an exciting time to be part of North Carolina and a movement towards the future.”
 
The last four years, however, have reversed much of what North Carolina once stood for, Taylor said.
 
“It’s been hard to watch what’s happened under this present administration over the past four years in North Carolina,” he said. “It’s time to get back on the right track. It’s time to take our state back and to re-engage our future. To become part of the right direction again.
 
Taylor paused briefly, his voice slightly breaking.
 
“I get a little bit emotional, but I love it here,” he said softly. “And I’m so grateful to all of you for doing what you’ve done ... and thanks more than I can say to Roy Cooper for leading us.”
 
Taylor did not mention Gov. Pat McCrory or specific issues, leaving that to Cooper.
 
In brief remarks, the attorney general criticized the state’s support for teachers, refusal to expand Medicare and House Bill 2, which he called a “horrible” bill that “wrote discrimination into the law.” The last brought the loudest cheers from the mostly college-age audience.
 
“We want leaders who truly believe in public education and who don’t just talk about it,” Cooper said.
 
He told the group how he recently had talked with a teacher who said she felt disrespected and unappreciated by the state’s leaders.
 
Cooper said he told her about his third grade teacher, who “hugged me the day my grandmother died, and made a difference in my life, as so many of my public school teachers did.”
 
“I told her you need to keep on teaching in North Carolina,” he said. “You need to keep on working because hold on, I’m coming.”
 
Schultz: 919-829-8950; @chapelhillnews1
 
Read more here: http://www.newsobserver.com/news/local/community/chapel-hill-news/article108736317.html#storylink=cpy
 

Billions in Damage and Losses Expected for North Carolina After Hurricane Matthew
By PAUL BLAKE  
ABC News
http://abcnews.go.com/Business/billions-damage-losses-expected-north-carolina-hurricane-matthew/story?id=42857022
 
As floodwaters begin to recede in North Carolina, officials and experts are beginning to count the cost of Hurricane Matthew. Early estimates of property damage and lost business are in the billions of dollars for a storm that was not forecast to focus on the state.
 
The storm passed over North Carolina just over a week ago and left at least 26 people dead and more than 2,100 people still in shelters as a result of floods, according to state officials.
 
"The effects of Hurricane Matthew continue to have a destructive impact 12 days later," North Carolina Governor Pat McCrory said in a press conference Saturday. "There are still many difficult days ahead, but our top priority will continue to be helping people in the hardest hit areas who are dealing with this flooding."
 
The storm damaged about $1.5 billion in property, including homes, businesses and government buildings, according to officials with the North Carolina Department of Public Safety. The state deployed aerial drones for the first time to see above the flooded areas and assess the damage.
 
But that figure doesn’t include other costs to the state’s economy, including losses that businesses suffered when they were forced to close and when consumers were not spending because they were forced to hunker down or evacuate –- lost economic output.
 
"Entire towns have been destroyed with record flooding from Hurricane Matthew, meaning many businesses and employees have been directly impacted,"McCrory said in a statement on Thursday, when he announced Disaster Unemployment Assistance for people in 20 counties.
 
Preliminary projections from Moody’s Analytics as of Oct. 10 say the storm caused between $4 billion and $5 billion in lost economic output across the affected states, according Laura Ratz, an economist covering the region. North Carolina accounts for about half of the estimated economic output loss, Ratz told ABC News.
 
These numbers could go up.
 
The storm was initially expected to have a relatively minor effect on the Tarheel state, forecast to curl away and towards the ocean just before fully reaching North Carolina.
 
However, forecasts were off and the storm turned inland, hitting eastern North Carolina and causing much more damage than expected.
 
A week out, many areas are still inundated with flood waters that are making their way through the state’s river system from the piedmont region of central North Carolina across state’s coastal plain and on to the ocean.
 
In some areas, roads remain closed and business remains disrupted.
 
The storm damage has triggered an historic number of insurance claims and difficulty in processing the claims because of conditions, Stuart Lindley, President of Discovery Insurance in Kinston, North Carolina told ABC News.
 
"We’ve had record flooded vehicles and on top of that, seven of my adjusters were unable to get to work until today because of road flooding," Lindley said by phone Monday morning. "We didn’t have a full staff to even take claims."
 
And the problem wasn’t limited to his industry, he said.
 
Even in areas that are above the floodplain the storm’s effects were being felt, Lindley said.
 
"Drain lines were backed up because they couldn’t go into the river, which caused flooding in several basements of downtown buildings," he said. "As a result several restaurants were closed for several days."
 
The Neuse River, which runs through the town, crested on Saturday morning, leaving much of the city submerged, according to ABC affiliate WTVD in Raleigh-Durham.
 
WTVD: Neuse River Crests in Kinston, Flooding Could Last Days
Despite the closures, some business owners are going to extraordinary lengths to stay open.
 
Donnie Paderick and Misty Paderick, along with their pet goats and pig, have been living out of the gift shop that they own after road closures have cut-off access to their home, according to ABC affiliate WCTIin North Carolina's inner banks.
 
"We knew the road would be blocked, so we brought all of our supplies to the store and we prepared to camp out," Donnie Paderick told WCTI. "That way, we can still open the store."
 
The good news for the people of the region is that natural disasters often have offsetting economic effects, according to Goldman Sachs.
 
The investment bank estimated $10 billion in property damage across all affected states on Oct. 10. They told investors that natural disasters generally result in short-term declines in economic output and demand. But, once the hurricane or other disaster is over, demand and output bounce back to the same level or a greater level than was seen before the storm.
 
Recovery and rebuilding efforts can also have a stimulating effect on the economy of areas hit by disaster, the bank said in its note.
 
As the waters move eastward and relief efforts reach larger areas, the toll of Hurricane Matthew is becoming clearer.
 
 

N.C. Labor Department to provide Matthew assistance
By Ryan Clancy
WNCT
http://wnct.com/2016/10/17/n-c-labor-department-to-provide-matthew-assistance/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
 
RALEIGH, N.C. (WNCT) – The North Carolina Department of Labor Commissioner Cherie Berry has directed the Occupational Safety and Health Division to provide assistance to those impacted areas during the aftermath of Hurricane Matthew.
 
“Our thoughts and prayers are with the families who lost their loved ones, homes and businesses,” Berry said. “Our job now, as safety and health professionals, is to make sure the recovery and cleanup go without incidence.”
 
Assistance will begin in 17 counties and will be extended to additional counties as flood waters subside.
 
The OSH Division will distribute various types of personal protection equipment needed after a disaster, including earplugs, hard hats, work gloves and safety glasses. The division will also distribute safety and health educational material.
“Our goal is to help bring some relief to the communities affected most by Hurricane Matthew,” Berry said.

Hurricane latest: What you need to know today
Fayetteville Observer
http://www.fayobserver.com/news/local/hurricane-latest-what-you-need-to-know-today/article_e126402d-e443-5e0f-a6ce-97563ddcdd75.html
 
The number of storm-related deaths in the state was reduced from 26 to 25 today.
 
A death in Robeson County that was originally thought to be connected to Hurricane Matthew now is not believed to be linked to the storm, state officials said.
 
The name of a 63-year-old Cumberland County man who died Wednesday as a result of the hurricane has not been released. State officials said the Cumberland County Sheriff's Office would release the man's name. A Sheriff's Office spokesman said today that the man's identity had not been released.
 
Benefits deadline
 
Food and Nutrition Services recipients in eastern North Carolina have until the close of business Tuesday to request replacement of their benefits if they lost food because of Hurricane Matthew, the N.C. State Emergency Response Team said.
 
Beneficiaries are asked to contact the Electronic Benefits Transfer Call Center to request replacement benefits. They must contact the call center or their county Department of Social Services to report the loss and qualify for replacement benefits.
 
Because call volumes may be high, a news release said, callers are asked to be patient.
 
The number for the center is 866-719-0141.
 
Recycling resumes
 
The city of Fayetteville has announced that its Waste Management will resume recycling collections today.
 
Delays may occur due to last week's increased volume. Residents are asked to place blue carts at the curb on their regular collection day.
 
Waste Management, which incurred heavy losses at its facility during flooding from Hurricane Matthew, continues working toward regaining full capacity.
 
FEMA assistance
 
Individuals, including homeowners, renters and business owners, in the designated counties who suffered loss or damages may register for assistance online at DisasterAssistance.gov, by downloading the FEMA mobile app, or by calling 800-621-FEMA (3362). For those who use 711 or Video Relay Service (VRS), the number is 800-621-3362.
 
For people using TTY, the number is 800-462-7585.
 
Dial 211 to speak with a trained call specialist about Hurricane Matthew assistance in your area.
 
The service is free, confidential and available in any language.
 
Road updates
 
Call 511 for the latest road conditions or check the ReadyNC mobile app, which also has real-time shelter and evacuation information. For updates on Hurricane Matthew impacts and relief efforts, go to ReadyNC.org or follow N.C. Emergency Management on Twitter and Facebook.
 
People or organizations that want to help ensure North Carolina recovers can visit NCdisasterrelief.org or text NCRecovers to 30306.
 
Beware of scams
 
Fayetteville police are warning homeowners to be aware of post-storm scams.
 
Watch out for scammers impersonating FEMA and power company officials, home repair fraud, charity scams and price gouging, a news release said.
 
"Beware of anyone who knocks on your door offering to fix storm damage, especially if they want money up front," N.C. Attorney General Roy Cooper said. "If someone contacts you and asks for your personal information, be suspicious, no matter who they claim to be or why the say they need the information."
 
Safe cleanup
 
Also, the N.C. Department of Labor announced that it will provide assistance in counties hardest hit by Hurricane Matthew to help prevent additional injuries and illnesses during the clean-up phase.
 
"Our goal is to help bring some relief to the communities affected most by Hurricane Matthew," Labor Commissioner Cherie Berry said.
 
Residents who need safety and health guidance may contact the N.C. Department of Labor's Standards Section of the Education, Training and Technical Assistance Bureau at 919-807-2875 or ask.osh@labor.nc.gov.
 
The department said that it's important that North Carolinians have access to the proper tools to assist them in conducting a safe recovery effort. Various types of personal protective equipment, including earplugs, hard hats, work gloves and safety glasses, will be distributed. The division will also distribute safety and health educational material.
 
River status
 
The State Emergency Response Team continues to coordinate the ongoing recovery efforts of local, state and federal agencies throughout the counties impacted by the storm.
 
According to team officials' analysis, all rivers are forecast to be below flood stage by Oct. 24, with Greenville, Tarboro and Goldsboro returning to normal by Thursday. Major flooding continues in four areas: the Tar River at Greenville, Neuse River near Goldsboro, Neuse River at Kinston and the Neuse River at Fort Barnwell.
 
Statewide power outages continued to drop, down to 2,521 Sunday afternoon from a peak of more than 800,000. More than half of these outages are in Robeson County.

Governor speaks in New Bern, revises state's death toll from Hurricane Matthew
Associated Press
http://www.wcti12.com/122922035
 
NEW BERN, Craven County - North Carolina Gov. Pat McCrory has revised the death toll from Hurricane Matthew down slightly.
 
McCrory told reporters in New Bern on Monday that one of the 26 deaths previously attributed to Matthew has been determined not to have been caused by the storm.
 
The governor did not say which death was not storm-related. Almost all the deaths blamed on the storm occurred in vehicles.
 
McCrory also said Interstate 95 has reopened. Several stretches of the road had been closed since Matthew hit the state earlier this month.
 
The governor also said that the major rivers that have caused flooding problems in eastern North Carolina have peaked, though some flooding is still occurring.
 
McCrory says his top priority is to get people from shelters into temporary housing.

Matthew NC damage estimated at $1.5 billion
WXII
http://www.wxii12.com/article/matthew-nc-damage-estimated-at-dollar15-billion/6494663
 
RALEIGH, N.C. —
Flooding spawned by Hurricane Matthew has caused $1.5 billion in damage to 100,000 homes, businesses and government buildings in North Carolina, according to a state estimate.
 
The figure released late Saturday represents one of the first detailed analyses of damage from the storm, and it's part of a growing picture of Matthew's financial impact.
 
With floodwaters yet to recede in some communities, officials say the number could fluctuate.
 
"I do think that there may be more out there," John Dorman, an assistant state emergency management director, said of whether the number could grow.
 
Dorman said the state's computer modeling combines property records, topography and stream gauges to estimate how many feet of water have affected a given building — and how much damage that water caused. The state also used manned aircraft and drones to verify projections.
 
Damage estimates for buildings where the water only reaches the base of the foundation can be as low as $200 to $300, while estimates for buildings in which the water reach several feet are much higher, Dorman said. The system uses property tax values that are updated regularly and other calculations to estimate damage.
 
The figure released this weekend is one piece of the overall picture of how the storm affected the state. For example, it doesn't include the cost of repairing damaged roads and bridges or replacing belongings inside damaged buildings, which are often covered by insurance policies.
 
Early next week, North Carolina Gov. Pat McCrory plans to release a detailed plan of how North Carolina will rebuild, including how to pay for the effort.
 
Even before the extent of the flooding was known, real-estate and insurance research firms had estimated that damage from Hurricane Matthew would be at least several billion dollars across multiple states.
 
In North Carolina, the hurricane dumped more than a foot of rain 100 miles inland, causing massive flooding in the eastern part of the state. Towns such as Princeville, Lumberton and Fair Bluff were inundated.
 
Meanwhile, in South Carolina, emergency officials are still closely watching the swollen Waccamaw and Little Pee Dee rivers.
 
Hurricane Matthew was blamed for killing at least 43 people in the United States — 26 of them in North Carolina — with most deaths caused by flooding. In Haiti, at least 500 storm-related deaths were reported.
 
Beyond estimating losses, North Carolina's software directed rescue crews to areas where flooding was dangerous, and prompted evacuations of inmates from two facilities, Dorman said.
 
The computer mapping project began in the years after Hurricane Floyd in 1999. The state remapped North Carolina's flood plains and collected data on more than 5 million buildings in the state.
 
"This is also helping to save lives and be operational, as opposed to just damage information," Dorman said.
 

The Latest: McCrory revises North Carolina death toll down
WRAL
http://www.wral.com/the-latest-mccrory-revises-north-carolina-death-toll-down/16125016/
 
RALEIGH, N.C. — The Latest on North Carolina's recovery from Hurricane Matthew (all times local):
 
12:45 p.m.
 
North Carolina Gov. Pat McCrory has revised the death toll from Hurricane Matthew down slightly.
 
McCrory told reporters in New Bern on Monday that one of the 26 deaths previously attributed to Matthew has been determined not to have been caused by the storm.
 
The governor did not say which death was not storm-related. Almost all the deaths blamed on the storm occurred in vehicles.
 
McCrory also said Interstate 95 has reopened. Several stretches of the road had been closed since Matthew hit the state earlier this month.
 
The governor also said that the major rivers that have caused flooding problems in eastern North Carolina have peaked, though some flooding is still occurring.
 
McCrory says his top priority is to get people from shelters into temporary housing.
 
___
 
7:55 a.m.
 
North Carolina Gov. Pat McCrory will be in New Bern to provide an update on the state's recovery effort from Hurricane Matthew.
 
The governor's office said McCrory will appear at the Craven County Government Center at noon Monday to talk about damages from the storm.
 
At least 26 people have died in North Carolina, most in vehicle-related accidents.
 
State officials estimate the flooding has caused $1.5 billion in damage to 100,000 homes, businesses and government buildings.
 
The state transportation department said flooding and debris has closed many roads in the eastern and central parts of North Carolina.
 
Interstate 95 is still closed in two stretches. The southbound lanes are closed between Fayetteville and Lumberton. A nine-mile stretch of the northbound lanes are also closed in the Lumberton area.
 
 

Governor says there are still high risk flood areas in Craven County
WITN
http://www.witn.com/content/news/Governor-Emergency-Response-Team-provide-Sunday-evening-update-on-flood-relief-397254331.html
 
Governor Pat McCrory says there are still high risk areas for flooding from the Neuse River in Craven County.
 
The governor toured a shelter in Vanceboro before updating people in the flooding.
 
McCrory said 25 people have died because of the hurricane and subsequent flooding. He said Craven County has 15 to 20 roads closed in Craven County and implored people not to drive around barricades.
 
The governor said they are in discussions with FEMA about getting Craven County eligible for disaster assistance.
 
The governor said I-95 has now reopened.
 
State officials estimate the flooding has caused $1.5 billion in damage to 100,000 homes, businesses and government buildings.
 
Previous Story
 
North Carolina Emergency Management officials said Sunday evening that they expect all rivers to be below flood stage by Monday, Oct. 24. Major flooding still remains at the Tar River at Greenville, Neuse River near Goldsboro, Neuse River at Kinston and the Neuse River at Fort Barnwell. Greenville, Tarboro and Goldsboro are expected to return to normal by Thursday, Oct. 20.
 
 
The Governor's office says that the number of storm-related deaths remains at 26, and there have been 2,336 water rescues to date. Statewide power outages continue to drop, down to 2,521 this afternoon from a peak of more than 800,000 last Sunday. More than half of these outages are located in Robeson County.
 
1,079 members of the North Carolina National Guard are currently activated. Guardsman transported a large commercial generator overnight to the Robeson County water treatment plant, and engineers established pumping operations with local officials in Princeville. This effort is pumping more than 20 million gallons of floodwater a day back into the Tar River.
 
A hot meal waiver has been approved in all 100 counties, meaning that food stamps may now be used to purchase hot food for immediate consumption, including things like rotisserie chicken or hot dogs. The waiver lasts through Nov. 14, 2016.
 
State emergency officials continue to work with FEMA to develop temporary housing solutions. 33,478 applications have been received for Individual Assistance and more than $12.4 million worth of aid has been approved.
 
• Individuals (homeowners, renters, and business owners) in the affected counties (Beaufort, Bladen, Columbus, Cumberland, Edgecombe, Hoke, Lenoir, Nash, Pitt, and Robeson) may register for assistance online: www.DisasterAssistance.gov, or by calling 1-800-FEMA
• Dial 211 to speak with a trained call specialist about questions you have regarding Hurricane Matthew; the service is free, confidential and available in any language.
• Call 511 for the latest road conditions or check the ReadyNC mobile app, which also has real-time shelter and evacuation information.

Tight races remain in three battlegrounds: Nevada, North Carolina and Ohio
By Jennifer Agiesta
CNN
http://www.cnn.com/2016/10/17/politics/battleground-polls-2016-elections/index.html
 
(CNN)Across three critical battleground states, the race for president remains tight, according to new CNN/ORC polls in Nevada, North Carolina and Ohio.
 
The polls find Hillary Clinton inches ahead of Donald Trump in North Carolina and Nevada, but continuing to trail the Republican Party's presidential nominee in one of the biggest electoral vote prizes on the map, Ohio.
 
The polls were taken October 10-15 as accusations of sexual assault against Trump began to roll out in the wake of the release of a video of the real estate mogul captured on a hot mic talking about women in a sexually aggressive and lewd way. All three find most voters in these battlegrounds had heard a great deal about the video itself, and most say the way Trump talks about women on the tape reflects his views about women generally.
 
But in both Ohio and North Carolina, comparisons to CNN/ORC polls in September and late-August respectively suggest the allegations aren't hurting Trump in either of those states, either among likely voters or among the broader pool of registered voters.
 
In Nevada, 46% of likely voters say they back Clinton, 44% Trump, with 7% behind libertarian Gary Johnson. North Carolina's voters are almost evenly split between the two major party candidates, with Clinton holding 48% among likely voters to Trump's 47%. Johnson has far less appeal here than in Nevada, just 4% of likely voters back him. In both those states, Clinton holds a significant edge among the broader pool of registered voters. Ohio's more solidly a Trump state than the others, with 48% of likely voters supporting Trump to 44% Clinton and 4% behind Johnson.
 
See full poll results: North Carolina, Nevada and Ohio
Voters in Nevada and North Carolina are more divided by gender than are those in Ohio, with the widest gender divide in Nevada. There, Clinton leads by 15 points among women, while Trump wins by 10 among men. In North Carolina, the gender gap narrows: Clinton is up 11 points among women, Trump up 7 points among men. And in Ohio, the gender divide finds women almost evenly split, 48% to 45%, while Trump tops Clinton 52% to 39% among men. The big difference: Married women in Ohio break for Trump, 54% to 40%, while in the other two states, married women tilt the other way. Unmarried women in all three states break in Clinton's favor by a wide margin.
 
College educated whites in Nevada and North Carolina break sharply in Clinton's favor, 49% Clinton to 41% Trump in Nevada and 59% Clinton to 37% Trump in North Carolina. They tilt more narrowly toward Clinton in Ohio, 48% Clinton to 44% Trump. In all three states, college-educated whites backed Mitt Romney over Barack Obama in 2012, by wide margins.
 
Those white voters without college degrees remain a core of Trump's support, backing him over Clinton by 48 points in North Carolina, 26 points in Ohio and 25 points in Nevada. In Ohio, that support may be boosting Trump's numbers in the state's northern tier outside of Cleveland, an area rife with white non-college voters that has typically tilted toward the Democrats in close statewide races. That area, including the industrial-heavy areas around Akron, Canton and Youngstown, breaks for Trump by 20 points in the poll. In a sign of the shift among these voters, those voters in union households across the state break 52% for Clinton to 40% for Trump. In 2012, they broke for Obama over Romney by a 60% to 37% margin.
 
Racial divides are also prominent in these three states, with non-whites breaking heavily for Clinton while Trump holds broad advantages among white voters. In North Carolina, Clinton's support is bolstered by a 93% to 4% advantage among black voters, about on par with Obama's margin there in 2012, but she lags behind Obama's performance among Hispanic voters in Nevada. Registered voters who are Hispanic there split 54% for Clinton to 33% for Trump.
 
And none of these polls shows Clinton reaching Obama's level of support among younger voters. In Ohio and Nevada, there isn't much of an age gap, though Clinton does fare somewhat better among younger voters than among older ones in North Carolina.
 
There is some evidence in the polls that Trump holds support among white evangelicals in numbers similar to Mitt Romney's backing: 77% in North Carolina and 73% in Ohio back Trump. Romney carried 79% of these voters in North Carolina and 69% in Ohio.
 
Likely voters who back Clinton in Nevada and North Carolina are more set in their choices than are Trump backers in the state, with just 7% of Clinton supporters in Nevada and 6% in North Carolina saying there's a chance they could change their mind by election day. Among Trump backers, the equivalent numbers are 14% in Nevada and 13% in North Carolina. In Ohio, however, both candidate's supporters are equally likely to say they could change their minds before election day, 12% say they're not set in their choices.
 
Among registered voters overall, Trump's backers are more enthusiastic about voting than are Clinton's supporters in both Nevada (57% extremely or very enthusiastic among Trump backers vs. 48% among Clinton supporters) and Ohio (45% for Trump voters, 38% for Clinton voters). In North Carolina, Clinton holds the edge, 53% to 48%.
 
By a wide margin, voters in all three states say the candidates' positions on the issues will be more important to their vote than the candidates' personal qualities, a judgment that appears to work in Trump's favor. He tops Clinton as better able to handle the economy in all three states, though his advantage is within the survey's margin of error in Nevada, and in Ohio, he also holds a significant edge on handling immigration and trade with other countries. In both North Carolina and Nevada, Clinton appears to have the upper hand on those two issues. In all three states, she has the lead on handling foreign policy, and as better able to handle the responsibilities of being commander in chief.
 
Most voters in all three states say Clinton has the better temperament for serving effectively as president, and in the wake of the video, she is more often seen as the candidate who shares voters' values, but sizable minorities in all three states say neither candidate shares their values. And honesty continues to be a challenge for Clinton, she lags behind Trump when voters are asked who is more honest and trustworthy in all three states, though here too, sizable minorities see neither presidential candidate as honest.
 
Looking to the downballot races, both are close in North Carolina, with just a 1-point margin between Richard Burr and Deborah Ross in the state's senate race, and Roy Cooper at 49% to incumbent Pat McCrory's 48% in the gubernatorial race there. The senate race in Nevada tilts Democratic, 52% for Catherine Cortez Masto to 45% for Joe Heck, while in Ohio, Rob Portman continues to hold a wide lead over Ted Strickland, 56% to 40%.
 
The CNN/ORC Polls were conducted by telephone on landlines and cellphones from October 10 through 15. In Nevada, interviews were conducted with 1,006 adults, including 862 registered voters and 698 likely voters. In North Carolina, the 1,025 adults interviewed included 929 registered voters and 788 likely voters. And in Ohio, interviews with 1,009 adults included 890 registered voters and 774 likely voters. Results for likely voters in each state have a margin of sampling error of plus or minus 3.5 percentage points, it is 3.5 points for registered voters in Nevada and Ohio, and 3 points for registered voters in North Carolina.

Supreme Court takes no action on Gavin Grimm case review
WAVY
http://wavy.com/2016/10/17/supreme-court-takes-no-action-on-gavin-grimm-case-review/
 
GLOUCESTER, Va. (WAVY) — The United States Supreme Court on Monday appeared to take no action on whether or not it would review the case of a transgender teenager from Gloucester who has been fighting for the right to use the bathroom of his choosing.
 
The American Civil Liberties Union filed a brief with the Supreme Court in September asking justices not to review a recent ruling from the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals regarding Gavin Grimm.
 
Grimm, who was born a female and identifies as male, has been barred from using the restroom that matches his gender identity at Gloucester High School by the school board.
 
The appeals court’s ruling said the board’s policy violates Title IX, which is a statute that protects people from discrimination based on sex. The board asked the high court in August to review this ruling.
 
Stay with WAVY News 10 for the latest updates to this story.

Fayetteville Police Warn of Scammers Following Hurricane Matthew
TWC News
http://www.twcnews.com/nc/triangle-sandhills/news/2016/10/17/fayetteville-police-warn-of-scammers-following-hurricane-matthew.html
 
FAYETTEVILLE -- City officials in Fayetteville are encouraging the public to be aware of scammers in the aftermath of Hurricane Matthew.           
 
Officials say that while many victims of Matthew are working to recover, conartists are working to take advantage of the situation.           
 
If residents are solicited, police say residents should take a harder look at who they are and what they're offering.
 
"We will work hard and relentless to run folks into the ground who violate our citizens. We have suffered enough,” said Fayetteville Interim Police Chief Anthony Kelly. “If it sounds too good to be true then it probably is." 
 
Kelly said no one should be asking for any money upfront, whether that is from an individual representing a business or an organization like FEMA.
 
The police department urges anyone who may be approached by a scammer to immediately call 911.
 

McCrory: Teamwork helping flood recovery efforts
By Ashley Morris
StarNews
http://www.starnewsonline.com/news/20161017/mccrory-teamwork-helping-flood-recovery-efforts
 
BURGAW -- Praising their work before and after Hurricane Matthew's torrential rains flooded wide swathes of eastern North Carolina, Gov. Pat McCrory stopped by a church donation center in Pender County Monday to encourage and pray with volunteers.
 
McCrory assured residents in the small communities in the state that were affected by floodwaters that those places were the priority.
 
 
Nearly 200 homes in Currie, Canetuck and Burgaw were affected by flood levels last seen in 1999 after Hurricane Floyd. One week after Hurricane Matthew, the Black River pushed residents out of their homes in the Black River basin when levels rose to 19.8 feet.
 
McCrory applauded Pender officials Thursday at Burgaw's Gateway Community Church saying there was incredible teamwork between the government and faith communities to help those affected.
 
"Pender officials here in Burgaw and across the county were role models in how to do this," he said. "Their warnings saved lives and as a result there was not one loss of life in Pender County."
 
After praying with Pastor Ted Mercer and volunteers. McCrory laughed and said it made his 60th birthday special.
 
At least 26 people have died in North Carolina due to Hurricane Matthew, most in vehicle-related accidents.
 
For more information on Hurricane Matthew recovery efforts and how you can help, go to www.ncdps.gov/hurricane-matthew-2016.
State officials estimated Sunday that the flooding has caused $1.5 billion in damage to 100,000 homes, businesses and government buildings.
 
More than 600 roads across central and eastern North Carolina remain closed, including Interstate 95 which remains impassable in two stretches. The southbound lanes are closed between Fayetteville and Lumberton. A 9-mile stretch of the northbound lanes are also closed in the Lumberton area.
 
 
According to the N.C. Department of Transportation’s real-time traffic information website, N.C. 210 in the Still Bluff area of Pender County remains closed as is N.C. 53 west of Atkinson.
 
Flooding along the Cape Fear River also closed U.S. 421 near the Battleship North Carolina Monday morning.
 
The Associated Press contributed to this story.
 
Reporter Ashley Morris can be reached at 910-343-2096 or Ashley.Morris@StarNewsOnline.com.
 

North Carolina Flooding: Parts of the State Are Still Inundated and Other Things to Know
By Pam Wright
weather.com
https://weather.com/news/news/north-carolina-flooding
 
 
While floodwaters are beginning to recede in North Carolina, it could be another week before rivers return to below flood stage.
 
The flooding that crippled the state last week came in the wake of Hurricane Matthew, which barrelled up the eastern seaboard earlier in the month, left at least 26 dead in North Carolina and casued upwards of $1.5 billion in damage to at least 100,000 homes, businesses and government buildings in the state, according to the Associated Press.
 
 
There have been 2,300 rescues since Hurricane Matthew hit, and Gov. Pat McCrory said during a press conference Friday that for the first time, there were no rescues necessary.
 
Here are other things to know about the ongoing disaster:
 
Evacuations remain in Lumberton, Princeville, Kinston, Lenoir County, Vass and Goldsboro.
Moore County is no longer under evacuation order.
Edgecombe, Johnston, Lenoir, and Sampson county schools are closed Monday. Cumberland County, Harnett County, and Clinton City schools were under a two-hour delay Monday.
26 people in North Carolina have died, most in vehicle-related accidents.
Parts of I-95 remain closed in Fayetteville/Lumberton area due to flooding.
All rivers are expected to return to below flood stage by Oct. 24.
2,521 people remain without power across the state.
There are about 2,179 people remaining in 35 emergency shelters.
The state has activated the NC Disaster Relief Fund in partnership with the United Way.
In Princeville, nearly 80 percent of the town is underwater and about 2,220 people have been evacuated from the historic town.
Wayne County has given out over 57,000 bottles of water and more than 1,700 bags of ice.
The state transportation department said flooding and debris have closed many roads in the eastern and central parts of North Carolina.
MORE ON WEATHER.COM: Hurricane Matthew

Hope Mills Lake dam work 'full steam ahead'
By Rodger Mullen
Fayetteville Observer
http://www.fayobserver.com/news/local/hope-mills-lake-dam-work-full-steam-ahead/article_2a0a4774-1273-5a08-96bf-daee7760d019.html
 
HOPE MILLS - After two weather delays, Mayor Jackie Warner said work on the Hope Mills Lake dam is proceeding "full steam ahead."
 
"They're working steady," Warner said Monday. "I've been real impressed with the fact that they haven't stopped."
 
Work on the $8.8 million dam was set back by heavy rains in late September and again after Hurricane Matthew Oct. 8.
 
Equipment and materials were submerged, but officials said no major damage was sustained. Town manager John Ellis last week said the delays could push the project back a couple of months.
 
The dam, being built by ASI Constructors, will replace one that failed in 2010 and emptied the lake. The town had originally hoped to have the project finished by the end of the year, but a spring completion date is now considered more likely.
 
Warner said water has receded from the lake bed, allowing ASI to get back to work.
 
"We're back where we were before the first flood," the mayor said.
 
Warner said she was glad to see that ASI has moved some large cranes into the area. "That gives me the impression that they're getting ready to do something with the dam itself," she said.
 
The Board of Commissioners is scheduled to get an update on the project at its 7 p.m. meeting tonight.
 
"If we can just keep some fair and dry weather," Warner said. "It was just an unusual time to have so much rain and to have it back to back."
 
Staff writer Rodger Mullen can be reached at mullenr@fayobserver.com or 486-3561.

CFPUA pleads with customers to conserve water
By Hunter Ingram
StarNews
http://www.starnewsonline.com/news/20161017/cfpua-pleads-with-customers-to-conserve-water
 
The water main break experienced in Columbus County is reducing available water supply by 12.5 million gallons a day.
 
SOUTHEASTERN N.C. -- Cape Fear Public Utility Authority is urging customers to restrict water use as it works to fix a broken water main significantly reducing the region’s drinking water supply.
 
The break, which occurred Thursday near Riegelwood in Columbus County, is reducing supply for CFPUA’s customers by 12.5 million gallons a day, according to a release from spokesman Mike McGill.
 
In a normal operating day, the agency averages 17 million gallons of drinking water for its almost 200,000 customers.
 
Since Thursday, CFPUA has blasted out requests for customers to limit their daily use, but McGill said a reduction has not been seen.
 
“If we don’t see a significant reduction by mid-week, fire protection, medical facility supplies and water quality could be put at risk,” he said.
 
Repair on the 48-foot main is being jointly conducted by CFPUA and Brunswick County Public Utilities. McGill said it is expected to take several days to complete because the repair site is impacted by continued flooding.
 
During the repair, CFPUA requests customers conduct no outdoor water use, including lawn and garden watering, car washing and swimming pool refills. It also suggests limiting water use by taking short showers instead of baths, turn off water when not being used, run dishwashers only when full and limit flushing of toilets.
 
Reporter Hunter Ingram can be reached at 910-343-2327 or Hunter.Ingram@StarNewsOnline.com.

State optimistic hog lagoons intact
By Craig Jarvis
News & Observer
http://www.newsobserver.com/news/politics-government/politics-columns-blogs/under-the-dome/article108729152.html
 
State environmental regulators say they are cautiously optimistic that hog waste lagoons in North Carolina are intact despite flooding from Hurricane Matthew.
 
The N.C. Department of Environmental Quality announced that it has not confirmed any reports of breached or overtopped lagoons. It is keeping an eye on 11 reports of flooded lagoons, however.
 
DEQ staff has flown over the hog farms but has not been able to reach them on roads that have been impassible due to flooding.
 
Secretary Donald van der Vaart said in a news release over the weekend that inspectors will be able to determine more about the structural integrity of the lagoons once waters recede in the coming days.
 
He said the condition of the lagoons appears to be far better than they were after Hurricane Floyd in 1999 led to widespread lagoon failure in the state.
 
There are 2,100 hog farms operating under state permits.
 
Members of the environmental group Waterkeepers Alliance have been doing their own fly-overs to look for signs of waste spills into the Neuse, Tar and Lumber rivers.
 
Craig Jarvis: 919-829-4576, @CraigJ_NandO

Residents return home after Woodlake Dam deemed stable
North State Journal
http://www.nsjonline.com/article/2016/10/residents-return-home-after-woodlake-dam-deemed-stable
 
MOORE COUNTY, N.C. — The threat of Hurricane Matthew didn't end when the storm spun back into the Atlantic Ocean, with residents around the state dealing with flooding and state officials keeping an eye on structures like Woodlake Dam.
 
Residents near the dam were finally allowed to return to their homes Sunday after being evacuated from the area for more than a week. Officials from the North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality, including the division's secretary Donald van der Vaart, joined safety teams last week at Woodlake Dam in checking the stability of the structure.
More than 100 homes had been evacuated, and flood damage to the area is still under assessment. In all, it's expected than more than $1 billion in damage was caused by the storm throughout the state.
 

Neuse receding as community assesses damage
Kinston Free Press
http://www.kinston.com/news/20161017/neuse-receding-as-community-assesses-damage?rssfeed=true
 
The waters of the Neuse are continuing to recede.
 
The National Weather Service said water levels had dropped to 25.95 feet around 7 a.m. Monday, down from Saturday’s record crest of 28.31 feet.
 
The Neuse is expected to subside beneath major flood stage of 21 feet on Wednesday, and below 14 feet on Sunday.
 
As water continues to recede, some roads may be opened for motorists, but most main roads closed during flooding will remain closed until they have been inspected and cleared by N.C. Department of Transportation.
 
Lenoir County Emergency Services will be hosting a news conference this afternoon to address recovery efforts and what resources FEMA will be providing residents affected by the flooding.
 
River levels
 
Despite receding flood waters, officials reminded residents and business owners that they will not be permitted into structures or previously flooded areas until officials can confirm they are safe. They will be inspecting for damage, electrical and utility hazards, health concerns and structural integrity of roads and infrastructure.
 
No fly zone
 
A Temporary Flight Restriction (TFR) has been issued for Lenoir County affecting drones only. Operation of drones under 400 feet is restricted until further notice.
 
Road blocks
 
An interactive map of the mandatory evacuation area and current road closings in Lenoir County can be found at https://goo.gl/Hkwdsa.
 
Damage
 
Information from the state estimates damage from hurricane-related flooding to more than 100,000 structures valued at nearly $1.5 billion.
 
Donations/volunteers
 
Shelters cannot accept food and beverage donations from individuals or church and civic groups. Officials recommend donations of non-perishable food be directed to local food banks, which will distribute those items. Monetary donations can be made to the North Carolina Disaster Relief Fund, which offers an option for donating money to help survivors of Hurricane Matthew. To donate, visithttp://www.ncdisasterrelief.org/ or text NCRECOVERS to 30306.
 
Financial contributions made to the Lenoir/Greene United Way at lenoirgreeneunitedway.org will stay in Lenoir and Greene counties to assist families impacted by flooding.
 
Volunteers wishing to assist with cleanup and recovery efforts may call the Lenoir County Emergency Operations Center at 252-559-1911 and ask for the Volunteer Coordinator.
 
A Community Donation Center is open at Vernon Park Mall in the old Expressions location behind Burger King daily from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Supplies needed include:
 
• Toothbrushes and toothpaste
 
• Towels and wash cloths
 
• Diapers
 
• Wipes
 
• Adult diapers
 
• Baby food
 
• Snacks
 
• Cleaning supplies
 
• Trash bags
 
• Plastic totes
 
• Coolers
 
• Unopened socks, underwear and T-shirts
 
Call for help
 
The state has two direct dial numbers for getting information: 211 is staffed with trained call specialists who can help get answers to questions you have regarding Hurricane Matthew and direct you to available resoures; 511 provides information on the latest road conditions.
 
Chamber of Commerce
 
The Kinston-Lenoir County Chamber of Commerce is accepting donations of pet supplies for the SPCA and personal items for families in shelters. Drop off donations for canned dog or cat food, cleaning supplies, kitty litter, old towels and blankets, toiletries, coloring books, games and books at Fairfield Gym. The chamber will also accept monetary donations that will assist the local community.
 
Curfew
 
A curfew remains in effect from 9 p.m. to 7 a.m. nightly for Lenoir County and the City of Kinston until further notice.

Hurricane Matthew: Days of disaster unfold under a cloudless sky
BY CNN WIRE
http://wtkr.com/2016/10/17/hurricane-matthew-days-of-disaster-unfold-under-a-cloudless-sky/
 
The weather is picture-perfect nearly a week after Hurricane Matthew unleashed winds and torrential rain on North Carolina’s eastern flatlands — but Princeville still is under water.
 
“This is a disaster area. It’s not going to recover in 24 hours, and it’s still going on as we speak, not only in Princeville but 150 miles from here,” Gov. Pat McCrory said.
 
“People are playing golf 20 miles from here, and yet we have a whole town under water.”
 
The aftermath of Matthew’s deluge has caused normally tranquil rivers to swell to record levels. Princeville, a town settled by freed slaves in the late 1800s, is among the most severely hit.
 
Every road into the town, about 75 miles east of Raleigh, is off-limits, and officials said most of the 2,000 residents evacuated days ago. Many took shelter across the Tar River in Tarboro.
 
It isn’t the first time Princeville has experienced disastrous flooding.
 
Hurricane Floyd submerged the town in floodwaters in 1999.
 
In the years since, the US Army Corp of Engineers drew up plans to improve the dike protecting Princeville. But the necessary federal funds never were approved.
 
In neighboring Tarboro, Red Cross shelters have been set up. The biggest is at Tarboro High School. Hundreds of the displaced from Princeville are sleeping there on cots.
 
Personal belongings such as photos are stashed in small boxes or garbage bags nearby.
 
Mother ‘stayed strong’ for her daughter
 
“It’s hard, you know. My little girl goes to Princeville school and when I told her that the school actually got flooded, the reaction on her face totally broke my heart.
 
“But I couldn’t break down in front of her, I stayed strong for her,” Latasha Wilkins said.
 
Wilkins evacuated her rental home with her three children as Matthew’s rain intensified.
 
She said living in a gym hasn’t been ideal, but she is keeping herself busy by helping the Red Cross pass out food, clothes and water.
 
“I’ve been serving, helping the people even in the midst of my own storm. I have three kids, they are 20, 14 and 7, and they have been here right along with me. But this is not the first time we have lost something — so we have been more of a positive to everyone else,” Wilkins said.
 
‘I cried for like two days’
 
Unfortunately, Wilkins’ situation is far from unique. As the governor walked across a bridge from Tarboro to Princeville, hugging first responders Friday afternoon, one family watched from behind yellow caution tape that read “danger.”
 
Detherine Hyman evacuated her Princeville home Tuesday with her daughter and her mother, Elizabeth, who is in a wheelchair and has health issues.
 
Since then, the Hymans have been sleeping in their SUV, waiting for the waters to recede and hoping their home will be ready to welcome them back at some point.
 
“It’s hard, I cried for like two days, but I’m trying to hold myself together for my daughter and my mom,” Detherine Hyman said.
 
The family has home insurance and has not applied for Federal Emergency Management Agency assistance but is considering that option, Hyman said.
 
There are more than 300 FEMA officials on the ground in North Carolina, and many evacuees have already applied for assistance, including Latasha Wilkins.
 
Twenty-six people have died in the state due to Matthew and the resulting flooding, McCrory said Saturday, raising the US death toll from the storm to 46.
 
McCrory was cautious Friday about any immediate hope he could offer displaced residents.
 
“You are going to have to be patient, I’m not going to sugarcoat the situation. I don’t want to over-promise, but in the long term we want to get their lives back to normal. In the short term we want to get them into safe, reliable housing,” he said.
 
“The lesson learned from this is … I am going to recommend federal legislation which changes the categories of hurricanes because, when the Category 4 was dropped to a Category 1, the headlines were that everything (was) OK.
 
“We need to look at these classifications because the current classifications mislead. It has to include water, not just wind,” he said.
 
In towns all over eastern North Carolina people of all ages are suffering. Not knowing if their homes made it, they are weary and worried.
 
“It’s a little tough, but even in the midst of the storm you still have to smile, you still have to go on,” said Wilkins, talking outside the Tarboro shelter under a cloudless, blue sky.
 

Donald Trump Says GOP Office Firebombed ‘Because We Are Winning’
by Maya Rhodan 
TIME
http://time.com/4533011/donald-trump-firebombing-gop-north-carolina-clinton/
 
While the Republican nominee blamed "animals," his rival called the act "unacceptable"
 
After the North Carolina GOP headquarters was firebombed on Sunday, one of the presidential candidates blamed “animals” while the other called the act “unacceptable.”
 
The incident comes amid heightened tensions on both sides of the political battlefield. Trump, who has been stoking fears that the election will be rigged as his poll numbers have continued to fall, said the attackers “represented” Democrats and Clinton supporters.
 
According to the Charlotte Observer, Orange County, where the firebombing occurred, is home to the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and it is overwhelmingly Democratic.
 
 Follow
 Donald J. Trump ✔ @realDonaldTrump
Animals representing Hillary Clinton and Dems in North Carolina just firebombed our office in Orange County because we are winning @NCGOP
6:29 PM - 16 Oct 2016
  21,140 21,140 Retweets   39,859 39,859 likes
 Follow
 Donald J. Trump ✔ @realDonaldTrump
ALL SAFE IN ORANGE COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA. With you all the way, will never forget. Now we have to win. Proud of you all! @NCGOP
6:34 PM - 16 Oct 2016
  13,427 13,427 Retweets   34,664 34,664 likes
The North Carolina GOP responded to Trump via Twitter, thanking him and saying Republicans in the Tar Heel state will not be “silenced nor suppressed” by this heinous act. Around the same time Trump fired off a tweet, Secretary Clinton did the same.
 
 Follow
 Hillary Clinton ✔ @HillaryClinton
The attack on the Orange County HQ @NCGOP office is horrific and unacceptable. Very grateful that everyone is safe.
5:13 PM - 16 Oct 2016
  7,026 7,026 Retweets   18,503 18,503 likes
The office responded to Clinton’s tweet as well, thanking her for her thoughts and prayers. Political leaders across North Carolina condemned the attack including Republican Gov. Pat McCrory, who called the incident an “attack on our democracy.” “Violence has no place in our society – but especially in our elections,” he said in a statement.
 
In response to the attack, some 551 people contributed to a GoFundMe set up by a group of Democrats to help the North Carolina GOP rebuild. They raised over $13,000, surpassing their $10,000 goal, in 40 minutes, reports WNCN.
 

NC couple offers home as refuge to troopers during flooding
by Maria Satira
WNCT
http://wavy.com/2016/10/17/nc-couple-offers-home-as-refuge-to-troopers-during-flooding/
 
LA GRANGE, N.C. (WNCT) – A photo is going viral on social media of a Lenoir County couple with several North Carolina Highway Patrol troopers.
 
The photo was originally posted on the Office of North Carolina Governor Pat McCrory’s Facebook page.
 
It shows La Grange couple, Wesley and Vivian Sutton, with four NC Highway Patrol troopers.
 
According to the post, Mr. and Mrs. Sutton offered their home as a refuge for troopers to rest and recover after working long days in Lenoir County during Hurricane Matthew and its aftermath.
 
The Governor’s Office posted: “The Sutton’s compassion and true kindness is a direct reflection of the resilience that our citizens display during times of peril.”
 
North Carolina State Highway Patrol’s Facebook page shared the post. The post has since garnered thousands of likes and shares.

Wake Forest University sending supplies to Hurricane Matthew victims in eastern NC
By Amber Roberts
WGHP
http://myfox8.com/2016/10/17/wake-forest-university-sending-supplies-to-hurricane-matthew-victims-in-eastern-nc/
 
WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. -- Over the weekend, Wake Forest University collected supplies for eastern North Carolina residents impacted by Hurricane Matthew and its aftermath.
 
“The Wake Forest family has been called to serve in the spirit of Pro Humanitate and, as an institution, we support all the communities we touch,” said Mary Tribble, senior advisor for engagement strategies in the Office of Alumni Engagement. “In light of the devastation of Hurricane Matthew to the eastern part of the state, we’re tapping into the power of our Wake Forest family to gather resources to help.”
 
On Monday morning, the "Streakin' Deacon" recreational vehicle will hit the road to deliver the supplies to a Red Cross Shelter in Tarboro, N.C., where more than 400 people are staying.
 
Donated items include pillows, blankets, baby formula, food, and clothes.

Gov. McCrory Delivers Good News from New Bern as Flood Recovery Continues
By TWC News Staff & Associated Press
http://www.twcnews.com/nc/triangle-sandhills/news/2016/10/17/mccrory-heads-to-new-bern-to-discuss-matthew-relief-effort.html

NEW BERN, N.C. -- North Carolina Gov. Pat McCrory gave an update Monday afternoon from New Bern on the Hurricane Matthew flooding recovery efforts. 

During the news conference, Gov. McCrory said Interstate 95 has reopened and that flood waters have receded tremendously over the last 48 hours in some areas. 

I-95 reopening will have a major impact on transportation needs in that area, he said. 

"The teamwork and preparation by officials in Craven and Pender counties has helped save lives. While our recovery efforts are going strong, we still have many people who need assistance," said McCrory. "The good news is that most of the rivers have now crested and are currently receding, but we still have a long way to go."

As of Monday, there are still 28 shelters open and still 1,900 power outages across the state.

McCrory says his top priority is to get people from shelters into temporary housing.

Although 26 storm related deaths were reported earlier, the number was reduced to 25 because one death was unrelated to Hurricane Matthew. 

State officials estimate the flooding has caused $1.5 billion in damage to 100,000 homes, businesses and government buildings.

The governor also announced that additional federal assistance is now available for residents in three counties. Martin County is now eligible for both public and individual assistance and individuals in Washington and Tyrrell counties can now apply for federal assistance.

The state transportation department said flooding and debris has closed over 600 roads in the eastern and central parts of North Carolina.

The governor also stopped by a supply distribution center in Burgaw where many volunteers are donating their time and money. He said while the flood waters are receding, there's still many people who are in need.

"Several thousand people are gonna be without housing and our goal is to get them into temporary housing as quick as possible. To make sure they have the food and clothing needed, especially for their kids. And then long term get them into permanent housing," said Governor McCrory.

The Gateway Community Church distribution center is in need of volunteers from 9 AM- 6 PM Monday through Saturday. They're also looking for an interpreter to help with the Hispanic population. You can contact them at (910) 259- 5447 or just show up to volunteer at 416 W Bridgers St. Burgaw, NC 28425

 


CMPD officers rescue dogs from Edgecombe County flooding
WSOC
http://www.wsoctv.com/news/local/cmpd-officers-rescue-dogs-from-edgecombe-county-flooding/458023658
 
EDGECOMBE COUNTY, N.C. - Charlotte-Mecklenburg officers rescued nine dogs over the weekend in Eastern North Carolina from floods caused by Hurricane Matthew.
 
The officers with the animal control and care division traveled to Thursday to Edgecombe County to help with the relief effort.
 
After they rescued the animals, officers gave them food and water.
 
There are 115 dogs and two cats at the county shelter, officials said.


Opinion/Blogs

Caitlyn Jenner Lashes Back At NC Governor Who Told Her To Use Men’s Shower
by Cavan Sieczkowski 
Huffington Post
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/caitlyn-jenner-pat-mccrory-hb2_us_5804cbfde4b0e8c198a8ee82?ir=Politics&utm_hp_ref=politics
 
Caitlyn Jenner is having none of Pat McCrory’s bigotry. 
 
The North Carolina governor doubled down on the state’s sweeping anti-LGBT law, HB2, saying that Jenner must use the men’s bathroom or men’s showers on publicly operated property. 
 
“In the private sector in North Carolina, she can go wherever the private sector wants her to,” McCrory said last week during a debate against his Democrat opponent, state Attorney General Roy Cooper when asked about Jenner. “If she’s going to a shower facility at [University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill] after running around the track, she’s going to use the men’s shower.”
 
The former Olympian took a swipe back at the transphobic governor on Instagram. 
 
 
North Carolina passed the HB2 legislation, which prohibits trans people from using the public restrooms and locker rooms that correspond with their gender identity, back in March, and Jenner spoke out against it shortly after. 
 
“We all want safety and privacy in public bathrooms,” she wrote on her website. “But these anti-LGBT bills, like the ones in North Carolina and Mississippi, actually make us less safe, not more safe. They open the door to abuse, aggressive and confrontational behavior in bathrooms, and encourage strangers to demand that women and girls prove that they are actually female in order to use the restroom. No one wants that.”
 
HB2 has brought North Carolina very little but grief since it was passed just over six months ago. A slew of politicians, celebrities and businesses have boycotted or called out the state for the discriminatory law and some experts predict North Carolina could lose up to five billion dollars a year because of it.
 
The governor has personally faced a severe backlash for signing and defending HB2 and, ultimately, it might cost him his job. In fact, for the first time in 25 years, The Charlotte Observer is refusing to back the Republican politician for re-election. In a recent op-ed the paper’s editorial board noted, HB2 “was a hateful and self-defeating bill, and it will be McCrory’s legacy” and added “while the state’s and nation’s attention has rightfully been focused on HB2 since spring, McCrory’s lack of leadership and wrong-headed policies have been on display since his first year in Raleigh.”
 

The Morning Roundup: Hillsborough
by Paul Blest 
Indy Week
http://www.indyweek.com/news/archives/2016/10/17/the-morning-roundup-hillsborough
 
Morning, everyone. Here's what you missed over the weekend.
 
1. Orange County GOP headquarters vandalized, burned in Hillsborough.
 
From the N&O:
The Orange County Republican Party headquarters was firebombed overnight Saturday and graffiti was spray-painted nearby in an attack that the GOP called “political terrorism.”
 
A flaming bottle was thrown through a window of the office and a swastika and “Nazi Republicans leave town or else” were painted in black on the side of an adjacent building, Hillsborough officials said in a news release.
 
The inside of the office, which contained campaign signs and other election materials, was blackened by soot, and broken glass littered the floor Sunday evening. Office equipment including a printer had melted.
 
Here's how the presidential candidates responded:
 Follow
 Hillary Clinton ✔ @HillaryClinton
The attack on the Orange County HQ @NCGOP office is horrific and unacceptable. Very grateful that everyone is safe.
5:13 PM - 16 Oct 2016
  7,027 7,027 Retweets   18,505 18,505 likes
 Follow
 Donald J. Trump ✔ @realDonaldTrump
Animals representing Hillary Clinton and Dems in North Carolina just firebombed our office in Orange County because we are winning @NCGOP
6:29 PM - 16 Oct 2016
  21,143 21,143 Retweets   39,865 39,865 likes
Governor Pat McCrory called it an "attack on our democracy," while NCGOP Executive Director Dallas Woodhouse called it a "hate crime" and "political terrorism." In a statement, NC Democratic Party chair Patsy Keever said, "The North Carolina Democratic Party strongly condemns this attack. Violence has no place in our political system. We hope the perpetrators of this attack are brought to swift justice, and we are thankful that no one was hurt. Our deepest sympathies are with everyone at the North Carolina Republican Party.”
 
You can check out some pictures at the NCGOP's Twitter account. We'll keep you updated on this story throughout the week. 
 
2. Feds arrest three in Kansas in connection with terrorist plot against Somali Muslims. 
 
Via CBS News:
Three members of a Kansas militia group were charged Friday with plotting to bomb an apartment complex that’s home to Somali immigrants in the western Kansas meatpacking town of Garden City, a thwarted attack prosecutors say was planned for the day after the November election. 
 
[...]
 
The men are members of a small militia group that calls itself “the Crusaders,” and whose members espouse sovereign citizen, anti-government, anti-Muslim and anti-immigrant extremist beliefs, according to the complaint. 
 
The complaint alleges group members chose the target based on their hatred for Muslims, people of Somali descent and immigrants - and out of a desire to inspire other militia groups and “wake people up.” 
 
The FBI began a domestic terrorism investigation of the group in February, and a confidential source attended its meetings in southwestern Kansas. 
 
In a June meeting, Stein brought up the Orlando nightclub shooting, and proposed carrying out a similar attack against Muslim refugees in Garden City, according to the complaint.
 
No word from the Republican presidential nominee, who once called for a "total and complete shutdown of Muslims entering the United States." He did find some time to tweet about SNL, however. 
 Follow
 Donald J. Trump ✔ @realDonaldTrump
Watched Saturday Night Live hit job on me.Time to retire the boring and unfunny show. Alec Baldwin portrayal stinks. Media rigging election!
7:14 AM - 16 Oct 2016
  17,861 17,861 Retweets   49,622 49,622 likes
3. Voter registration extended in thirty-six counties affected by Hurricane Matthew. 
 
North Carolina Democrats won an extension on voter registration from a state court. Via Reuters:
 
The Democratic Party in North Carolina challenged the state election board's refusal to extend the cutoff date, saying in its suit that thousands of people would have been deprived of their fundamental right to vote in the Nov. 8 election if Friday's deadline was not extended by at least five days. 
 
The judge ordered an extension to next Wednesday in 36 counties, a lawyer for the state Democratic Party said on Twitter. 
 
"This ruling will ensure that those communities who have suffered from the devastating flooding brought on by Hurricane Matthew have the grace period that they need in order to exercise their right to vote and make their voices heard in this critical election,” party officials said.
 
[...]
 
The Republicans weren't too happy about it.
The state's Republican Party opposed any extension. 
 
"It is clear that North Carolina Democrats, who have been dominated in voter registration by Republicans, want to use a horrific natural disaster to change the rules in the middle of the game," state Republican Chairman Robin Hayes said in a statement.
Yep, voting is such a sacred and fundamental right that people who might've otherwise registered to vote if they weren't busy trying to save everything they own from catastrophic flooding shouldn't be given a few extra days. Thanks, Congressman. 
 
4. Hurricane Matthew recovery continues.
 
Speaking of Hurricane Matthew and donations, Eastern North Carolinians are still very much in crisis because of the devastation wrought by the storm. From the N&O:
Three rivers remained in major flood stage Sunday afternoon and more than 2,000 people were still living in shelters, officials said. To help people get into temporary housing and out of shelters, the Federal Emergency Management Agency said it is working quickly to get money and resources to residents.
 
“We’ve got 33,000 people registered so far, and about $12.5 million is out on the street and in the hands of people who need it,” said Andrew Innis a public assistance manager in the state’s emergency management division.
 
FEMA has set up two disaster recovery centers in Rocky Mount as well as sites in Lillington and Wilson, and more are expected to be opened soon, Innis said.
 
Disaster survivors may also register for FEMA assistance at Disasterassistance.gov, or by calling 800-621-3362.
 
 
5. Panthers lose again, fall to 1-5.
 
Probably safe to say the Panthers won't be going back to the Super Bowl this year. Via the Charlotte Observer:
Before that, Newton had actually been incredible. In a 21-point Carolina fourth quarter, he finished the comeback from a 21-0 first-half deficit. Newton threw for 322 yards, passed for two touchdowns and ran for another. His two-point conversion pass to Devin Funchess – after Graham Gano’s nasty extra-point miss earlier in the quarter – allowed Carolina to tie the game at 38-all with 2 minutes, 58 seconds to go.
 
But if you’ve been watching the Panthers this season, you could almost predict what would happen next. A secondary that has been decimated by injuries and general manager Dave Gettleman’s decision-making gave up several more big chunks of yardage to New Orleans quarterback Drew Brees (465 passing yards).
 
So, for the second time in six days, Carolina lost on a field goal in the last 15 seconds – this time on Wil Lutz’s 52-yarder.
 
Have a good week.


Makings of blue wave in North Carolina?
By Thomas Mills 
Jefferson Post
http://jeffersonpost.com/opinion/5550/makings-of-blue-wave-in-north-carolina
 
 
The country has been in a cycle of wave elections since 2006. The only exception was 2012. However, while a GOP wave hit the rest of the nation in 2014, it missed North Carolina. Turnout in the state was normal for an off-year election and while Kay Hagan narrowly lost, Democrats added seats in the General Assembly. This year, North Carolina may be headed for a wave despite what happens in the rest of the country.
 
Waves happen because voter turnout on one side is motivated while the other is depressed. Early signs show just such a pattern in North Carolina. Dr. Michael Bitzer of Catawba College has been tracking the mail-in absentee ballots in North Carolina and the trend is ominous for Republicans. (If you’re not following Dr. Bitzer, why the hell not!?)
 
Republicans have always dominated mail-in absentee voting in North Carolina. The state makes it somewhat cumbersome and many of the people who participate are more upscale voters who know they will be out of town around the election. They are the country club Republicans who are also more educated than much of the GOP base.
 
At this point in the cycle, Democrats lead the Republicans in the number of ballots accepted by the Board of Elections. According to Bitzer, Democrat and Independent ballots accepted are up more than 15% over 2012. Republican ballots accepted are down more than 40%.
 
The uptick in Democratic and unaffiliated ballots indicate an organizational effort to increase participation in this method voting. The sharp Republican decline, though, reflects a depressed electorate. These are the voters that polls across the nation have suggested might take a pass on Trump.
 
Once again, North Carolina could forge its own path during the election. Like 2014, state issues are affecting the election as much as national ones. The loss of the NBA All-star game, the NCAA and ACC tournaments and numerous other business opportunities due to HB2 has soured voters on the GOP in the state. A stronger governor might provide a buffer from a Trump collapse, but McCrory is giving Republicans little reason to go to the polls. Republican Senator Richard Burr has built a career by staying largely undefined so his campaign won’t give voters a big incentive to protect him, either.
 
We still have more than month to go and the mail-in ballots could take a big turn but if the trend continues, it probably spells bad news for the GOP. Same-day early voting starts on Oct. 20 and we’ll see if Republican turnout stays depressed. If it does, Democrats up and down the ballot in North Carolina will likely have a good night on Nov. 8.
 
Four weeks out, the landscape looks ominous for the GOP
 
With just under four weeks to go in the election, the political environment is continuing to deteriorate for Republicans. Donald Trump has apparently decided that he’s going to fight the Republican Party as well as Hillary Clinton. He’s bashing Speaker Paul Ryan on twitter and leaving down-ballot Republicans in a terrible position.
 
Polls show that candidates who disavow him now pay a serious penalty with the base that still supports Trump. However, large portions of the undecided electorate, particularly women, are abandoning him at a remarkable pace. Polls this morning show that he’s trailing Ohio by nine and is tied in Utah. If the trend holds, he’s facing a landslide.
 
In North Carolina, no high quality public polls have been released since the weekend. However, going into it, Clinton held a small but significant lead, Roy Cooper was up on Pat McCrory, and Deborah Ross was tied with Burr. If North Carolina is following the trends in other states, then Democrats here are poised to have good election cycle.
 
While much of the electorate’s position is solidifying, external events could still move the needle. Hurricane Matthew is giving Pat McCrory a lot of free airtime and the opportunity to show off his leadership skills. However, PPP’s Tom Jensen, who has probably polled North Carolina and McCrory more than anyone, says that opinions of McCrory are baked in. That’s bad news for the governor.
 
Also, the mail-in ballot data is still ominous for Republicans in North Carolina. Democratic and Unaffiliated ballots are up by about 10% over 2012, but GOP ballots are down 43%. These are wave numbers if they hold in the same-day early vote and day-of voting.
 
Nationally, a terrorist attack or threat from somewhere else could shake up the political environment. Trump would need to look presidential for it to help him and, so far, he’s not succeeded in previous crisis situations like Orlando. He’ll need to be reined in if he hopes to recover. As long he makes the election about him, he’s hurting himself and his fellow Republicans.
 
Thomas Mills is the founder and publisher of PoliticsNC.com .


Firebombing wasn’t an attack on Republicans only
Charlotte Osberver
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/opinion/editorials/article108815987.html

Democracy was firebombed last weekend in North Carolina. The competition of ideas was burned, vigorous debate was charred, free speech was defaced.

The news that a North Carolina Republican headquarters had been torched was sickening and disheartening – not just for Republicans, but for all Americans who understand our country thrives in part because we choose our government leaders with free elections, not through intimidation or violence.

That’s why, even in such a vitriolic election year, people across the political spectrum came together to denounce the attack, from Hillary Clinton to N.C. GOP executive director Dallas Woodhouse. Democrats started a Gofundme page and in less than an hour had raised $13,000 to help repair the Hillsborough County Republican headquarters. Some may dismiss that as a political stunt, but it was an encouraging and proper response.

Others from across the spectrum, though, instantly leapt to conclusions about who was responsible, and they tried to capitalize on the incident politically. Though authorities don’t know who did it, Twitter does: the Left. The Right. The Media. Those who placed blame without knowing facts contribute to our crumbling discourse.

“Animals representing Hillary Clinton and Dems in North Carolina just firebombed our office in Orange County because we are winning,” Donald Trump tweeted.

“Violent left-wing Hillary Clinton fascists” were to blame, according to the “hillaryisdeplorable” Twitter account.

Jim Blaine, Senate leader Phil Berger’s chief of staff, tweeted that the editorial page editors of the Observer and the (Raleigh) News & Observer were “getting what they want” from the bombing.

Those on the left were also irresponsible in declaring, with no evidence, that the attack was the work of Republican operatives who wanted to make Democrats look bad.

No one yet knows who was responsible. Maybe it was a Democratic extremist. Maybe it was a scheming Republican. Maybe it was a drunk teenager.

That will come out eventually, perhaps. What we know now is that the act violated American principles and should be met with bipartisan intolerance. The attack goes far beyond the heated rhetoric that has marked this election year, though it’s possible it was inspired by that rhetoric.

Whoever was responsible, we need to hope it was an isolated case, and that it doesn’t prompt anything similar or worse in the final weeks of what has been a dispiriting campaign.

The tenor of this election is bordering on dangerous. The Arizona Republic, for instance, received death threats after endorsing a Democrat for president for the first time in its history. Publisher Mi-Ai Parrish wrote a moving piece last weekend in response. She talked about staffers who know free speech requires compassion, bravery and open debate.

U.S. Sen. Arthur Vandenberg of Michigan, in calling for a bipartisan approach to foreign policy, declared in 1947 that partisan politics stops at the water’s edge. It must stop, also, when a flaming bottle shatters a storefront window.


A firebomb in Hillsborough sends a ‘hateful message’
N&O
http://www.newsobserver.com/opinion/editorials/article108806747.html

When a political season is interrupted by all-too-real violence, both sides of any campaign properly decry it. The firebombing of the Orange County Republican Party headquarters in Hillsborough drew just that reaction from presidential candidates Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton. Both condemned the bombing, and one GOP official called it “political terrorism.”

We hope not, but whatever the motivation the action was despicable. It happened Saturday night, and thankfully no one was hurt.

Hillsborough Mayor Tom Stevens made an important point when he said, “This highly disturbing act goes far beyond vandalizing property; it willfully threatens our community safety via fire, and its hateful message undermines decency, respect and integrity in civic participation.”

That’s exactly right, and one hopes the devoted campaigners who worked in the office can get back to their duties soon, for by participating in this or any election they are doing their civic duty and then some, and they deserve to do it without fear for their safety.

Read more here: http://www.newsobserver.com/opinion/editorials/article108806747.html#storylink=cpy

We are at a crossroads, Charlotte, and that’s good
BY JUSTIN PERRY
Charlotte Observer
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/opinion/op-ed/article108795082.html

On the night that Justin Carr was killed during protests in uptown Charlotte, I stood in Marshall Park listening to a man with a bullhorn whose words pierced my heart.

“They got us in failing schools without adequate resources and then you don’t have the education to get jobs,” he said. “Then they want to talk about black on black crime. Why does black-on-black crime exist? It’s because we are living in a community of deep poverty perpetuating black-on-black crime. And that’s why we got police terrorism running rampant in the city.”

In a few bars, he summed up the foundation of the uprising Charlotte has seen, one that is not unique but perfectly expected in a community that is 99th out of 100 U.S. counties in economic mobility.

Charlotte-Mecklenburg, we are at a crossroads.

We as a community have set ourselves – citizens, police, and educators – up for failure. In the last two decades, we have created a sprawling mass of strangers where division is designed, distrust and fear is cultivated, and an unsustainable path has been forged. Do not be fooled by ribbon cutting ceremonies; we have been building a straw house of racial and class division that is finally being blown down, exposing our shoddy craftsmanship.

And while some people mourn the death of “their” Charlotte, I delight in the opportunity to finally start building “our” Charlotte with a foundation of bricks. I look forward to creating a community policing model that not only will be more just and safer for our most vulnerable citizens, but better for our officers. I look forward to a push for support of a proposed moratorium on Pre-K to second-grade suspensions, which serve as a catalyst for the school-to-prison pipeline disproportionately affecting males of color. Finally, I look forward to us holding all three governmental bodies – school board, city council, and county commission – accountable and supporting them in collaborating to increase educational opportunities for all students.

In responding to the overwhelming research on concentrated poverty in schools, the school board is taking significant steps but must follow through on pushing to not have any schools with poverty rates above 70 percent while addressing missteps of the past around magnet access, gerrymandered boundaries, and schools for haves and have nots.

However, true improvement will require support from the other two bodies. The Charlotte City Council’s work on affordable and workforce housing must be followed through upon and must occur throughout our region, not consolidated to one part of town. We cannot call for neighborhood schools in one breath and say Not In My Backyard in response to affordable housing.

Meanwhile, the Board of County Commissioners must follow through on the bond it said it would push for in 2017 and begin preparing now as we move towards a new superintendent. We taxpayers pay for you to be collaborating partners with CMS. Repeating the early 2000’s Family Choice plan with more waitlists than choices is not an option.

Indeed we are at a crossroads. Do we want to be compared to Denver or to Ferguson? If we identify as leaders, this is our time to shine, not to shrink. This is our Charlotte.

Justin Perry is co-chair of OneMeck, which advocates for greater school diversity.

Read more here: http://www.charlotteobserver.com/opinion/op-ed/article108795082.html#storylink=cpy


North Carolina Writers Wish Gov. Pat McCrory A Very LGBT-Friendly Birthday
by Emily Tate 
The Huffington Post
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/pat-mccrory-birthday-hb2_us_58052d8de4b0b994d4c0ca72?comm_ref=false&ir=Politics%3Fview%3Dprint&utm_hp_ref=politics

Writers for a Progressive North Carolina ― a group of authors, poets and songwriters ― purchased a full-page ad in Raleigh, North Carolina’s News & Observer, blasting the conservative governor for his anti-LGBT views, The Charlotte Observer reported.

The ad leads with the message “HB2 U, Pat” and features a thick slice of cake with rainbow-colored layers, referencing the law McCrory has become most famous for: HB 2, which bars cities and localities from enacting policies to further protect people from discrimination on the basis of their sexual orientation and gender identity. It also requires transgender people to use public restrooms and locker rooms that match the gender listed on their birth certificates.

Author John Grisham, who donated signed first editions of his books, and songwriter James Taylor, who donated a signed guitar, both helped fund the advertisement, which can be seen below.


WRITERS FOR A PROGRESSIVE NORTH CAROLINA
This ad for Gov. Pat McCrory (R) urges North Carolina voters to “move in a more progressive direction” on Election Day.
McCrory and North Carolina have faced significant backlash since the governor signed HB 2 in March. Entertainers have pulled shows, businesses have canceled plans to create jobs and the NBA pulled the 2017 All-Star Game from the state.

The Republican governor is locked in a tough re-election battle against his Democratic challenger, state Attorney General Roy Cooper. A HuffPost Pollster average of publicly available polling in the race shows Cooper with a slight lead. 


HUFFPOST READERS: What’s happening in your state or district? The Huffington Post wants to know about all the campaign ads, mailers, robocalls, candidate appearances and other interesting campaign news happening by you. Email any tips, videos, audio files or photos to scoops@huffingtonpost.com.


Fox’s Neil Cavuto Let North Carolina Governor Claim The Left Started This “Ridiculous Gender Debate”
MEDIA MATTERS 
http://mediamatters.org/video/2016/10/17/fox-s-neil-cavuto-let-north-carolina-governor-claim-left-started-ridiculous-gender-debate/213888

From the October 17 edition of Fox News’ Your World with Neil Cavuto:


 
 
NEIL CAVUTO (HOST): Have you had a chance, Governor, to talk to the president about this? 

GOV. PAT MCCRORY: The president has not called. I haven't called him. We actually were not made aware of this by local authorities for a fairly long period of time. I think the local authorities, frankly dealt with this in the first several hours just as an act of vandalism. And this is much more than an act of vandalism. And that's one reason I called the SBI, to ensure that we have an SBI agent actively involved with local authorities in this investigation, but I think initially this wasn't taken that seriously by some of the local authorities. But it is now. And again I appreciate the mayor's comment, but I hope the White House treats this as seriously as they would if it happened to the other party. And I would as governor, and I'm sure the president would, too. But this type of a Molotov cocktail being thrown into a window in probably the dead of night, I'm just glad no one got hurt. But it is a clear sign of intimidation and it's unacceptable in our country and unacceptable here in North Carolina. 

CAVUTO: It comes certainly after Matthew and you've dealt with 26 people dying from that storm, that's the latest count I have, many homeless as a result. Yet today on this your 60th birthday, a group called Writers for Progressive North Carolina, purchased a full page ad blasting you, blasting your leadership of the state, chasing business away, saying that the progressive bent North Carolinians has been compromised under your leadership. I think they're going back to the transgender bathroom issue, HB visa issue. But, what do you make of all that? 

MCCRORY: I wish they would have saved their money and not spent it on a ridiculous political propaganda. And maybe would have donated that money to a lot of the homeless people that we have right now that are flooded out of their homes over about a two or three hundred square mile area in North Carolina. That’s about a 600 square mile area of North Carolina. That money would have been much better spent helping people who are in shelters at this point in time from Lumberton, North Carolina all the way to the Tar River area of North Carolina. We've got a lot of people that are hurting right now. This is not a time for those types of foolish politics nor is it a time for this type of violence trying to impact our Democratic system. This is all a propaganda campaign brought in from outside North Carolina that sadly the national media brought in to regarding this ridiculous gender debate which the left started, not the right. And sadly its probably going to be determined by the Supreme Court. But right now I have much more important issues on my plate regarding trying to get our state back in place. I'm having areas of the state being flooded right now as we speak, even though the hurricane left North Carolina over nine days ago.


Report shows how HB2 gives cover to discrimination
Charlotte Observer
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/article108795187.html

Law gives cover to discrimination

In response to “Permission to Hate” (Oct. 16):

Congratulations to Elizabeth Leland and Rick Thames for exposing the reality of HB2 – a discriminatory bill that encourages and gives cover to hate and violence against our LGBT brothers and sisters. This bill harkens back to the darkest times of American bigotry, and has absolutely no place in today’s society. It’s incumbent upon everyone who values freedom, equality and fairness to vote out of office anyone who does not publicly denounce this bill.

MITCHEL BOLLAG, CONCORD

Report leans on anecdotes, not data

Bullying is wrong. Hatred of any kind is unacceptable. But Elizabeth Leland’s article attempts unsuccessfully to turn anecdotes into data and assertions into arguments.

For example, while the emotional testimonies from victims of hate crimes are no doubt very real, they are also not representative of gay people in North Carolina. Leland finally admits that “hate crimes” are in fact very rare: only 101 were reported over a five-year period from 2009-2014. But she doesn’t let this irrefutable data deter her. She asserts hate crimes are under-reported based purely on the word of a spokesman for the Southern Poverty Law Center.

Other emotional testimonies in Leland’s article rightly highlight the tragedy of depression and suicide among LGBTQ people, but – again – are they in fact representative?

WARREN SMITH, CHARLOTTE

Photo of graffiti slur was hurtful

While I applaud your lead story of October 16 (“Permission to Hate”), it was incredibly irresponsible of you to place the accompanying picture of homophobic graffiti above the fold. Seeing “Die f*g” first thing in the morning, regardless of the context, hardly puts me or other members of the LGBTQ community in a receptive mood.

You could have considered the effect that seeing death threats and slurs on the front page of our local paper would have on those already confronted with them in our personal lives.

MITCH GROOMS, CHARLOTTE

Popular music also can fuel disrespect

In response to “Donald Trump’s ‘locker room talk’ gives parents teachable moment with teens” (Oct. 15 Viewpoint):

Cristina Reitz-Krueger’s opinion piece on “locker room talk” should be required reading for parents. It’s right on the money. That said, we cannot possibly discuss (dis)respect for women without also listening to the lyrics of many popular songs. It’s positively alarming to me that kids chant along with songs that routinely refer to women as bitches and cheapen sexuality.

Trump’s locker room talk and some of today’s music each denigrate women with a wink and a nudge.

TARA ANASTASI, MATTHEWS

Why were candidates treated differently?

We have two candidates running for the presidency of this United States of America. You publish the dirt on Mr. Trump right there on page one of the Oct. 10 edition, yet the Hillary dirt (Wall Street tapes) is published on page 26A.

Donald Trump has issued an apology for his indiscretions; I have yet to hear one from the pathological teller of lies, Hillary Clinton.

DON LEDBETTER, STATESVILLE

This Republican won’t vote Trump

A Republican and social conservative, I will do what many of my high profile opinion leaders have not done. I renounce Donald Trump as the titular leader of the Republican Party. The lecherous and boorish musings which he calls “locker room” talk have no place in decent conversation.

Years ago, I wrote to Senators Helms and Edwards asking them to convict President Clinton of using his office to cover up his affairs. I am asking everyone who did as I did then to vote to reject Mr. Trump from entering the Oval Office. If you want to vote for a conservative, Evan McMullin is your man.

MARK COSTELLO, MATTHEWS

Did Gettlemen outsmart himself?

As a longtime Panthers fan and first-year season ticket holder, I’ve enjoyed the team’s rise to success and looked forward to this season. Now, I can only hope GM Dave Gettleman uses this season as a learning experience.

Gettleman’s ego led him to release Josh Norman, refuse to spend money to improve the pass rush or the offensive line responsible for protecting our MVP, and throw a set of rookies into an impossible situation. I still support Gettleman, but I hope the putrid display he’s put out on that field shows him that he has officially outsmarted himself.

JACK PRESSON, DAVIDSON
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