
  ife is precious, and Peace alumna Katie 

Holland ’00 ’02 is celebrating her second 
chance.  Holland was given the gift of life just 
over one year ago when she received a kidney 
transplant.

In 2005, just three years after graduating from 
Peace College, Holland was diagnosed with 
Polycystic Kidney Disease, a cystic genetic 
disorder of the kidneys that is one of the most 
common life-threatening genetic diseases, 
affecting an estimated 12.5 million people 
worldwide. 

Due to Holland’s worsening condition, in 2010 
she began researching organ donation. What 
she found was frightening: the wait time to 
receive a kidney in her region was five years.  
So, she began looking for help. That’s when 
Holland’s friend, Felesia Buczynski, made an 
offer to donate her own kidney.

“I put myself in Katie’s parents’ shoes, knowing 
that every minute of every day, I would spend 
praying for a living donor to come forward,” 
Buczynski said.

“She stepped up to the plate, so to speak, and 
hit a homerun,” Holland added. 

The two began the testing process to see 
if they were compatible. “She was a perfect 
match,” Holland said. “And, on October 23, 
2012, she gave me her kidney. This was truly a 
blessing.”

Holland’s years at Peace College gave her  
confidence and the belief that she could 
conquer anything.  While on dialysis, she 
would wear her ‘Peace-gear’– t-shirts or pants 
with Peace College emblazoned on them to 
remind her of how tough she really was.

“Since I was struggling so greatly then, I 
needed something to remind me that I would 
persevere and that I was strong enough to 
survive end stage kidney disease,” she said. 
“My time at Peace taught me that I could 
overcome a number of obstacles in my life, 
and if I had what it takes to make it through 
college, I had what it takes to survive dialysis 
and kidney disease.”

Holland is currently working toward a Master’s 
degree in Social Work at the University of 
South Carolina. One day, she hopes to work in 
a dialysis clinic as a social worker.

For more information on PKD or other kidney 
diseases, visit: www.kidney.org.
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Class of 1992 Peace College graduate and Bath, North Carolina native, Teresa 
Webster Palma is currently the Assistant Principal for Central Cabarrus High 
School in Concord. Long before that, she was a Peace student who left many 
significant footprints on the campus she loved. A Liberal Arts Studies major, 
Palma was Student Government Association president, an Honor Court 
member, Leadership Scholar, Citizenship Award recipient and the Class of 1992 
student Commencement speaker. But those aren’t the only reasons she has 
fond memories of Peace.

“It was also the family atmosphere Peace provided, the mentor/mentee 
relationships and the fact that our professors not only expected excellence, 
but also led by example,” she said. Palma holds fond memories of several Peace 
professors, but especially enjoyed former English professor Dr. Sally Buckner. 
“She was a gentle soul that inspired me to pursue excellence. She made 
literature come to life,” Palma said.

Palma completed a Bachelor of Science degree at East Carolina University (1994) 
in Family and Consumer Sciences (FACS) Education and a Master’s in Education 
Leadership and Human Development (2007) at The George Washington 
University. She also hopes to complete a Doctorate, teach at the college level 
and train others to be effective classroom instructional leaders. 

“It is a moral obligation to educate our youth in a student-centered learning 
environment supported by talented staff and faculty,” she said. “Peace provided 
a leadership foundation for my future.”

As an alumna, Palma offers advice to current students and their parents 
regarding preparing for careers. “Do your research,” Palma said. “Typically 
students seek the status quo degree because they do not know the variety of 
options that exist regarding careers.”

Palma and her husband, U.S. Army Captain Luis Palma, reside in Mooresville with 
their children Taylor (10), Erasmus (16) and Amethyst, a WPU student (17).
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• Outcomes (>90% of graduates in jobs or graduate school)
• Small classes with faculty
• Personalized attention in and out of classes
• Transformational for students
• Faith-based
• Urban, downtown Raleigh setting

education

919.508.2214   I   www.peace.edu  I  admissions@peace.edu
William Peace University admits students of any race, color and national or ethnic origin.

apply online with fee waiver code:  ALUM14


